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ANZAC DAY RABAUL 2012 

PHIL AINSWORTH 

Three services were held on ANZAC Day 

in Rabaul: the usual Dawn ANZAC service 

at the town's refurbished Cenotaph 

followed by the Montevideo Maru 70th 

Anniversary commemoration service at 

the Montevideo Maru Memorial on the 

harbour foreshore, and a late morning 

ANZAC service at Bitapaka War 

Cemetery. All were well attended by the 

PNG diplomatic corps, Australian visitors, 

expatriates and Papua New Guineans. 

The Australian visitors were 

commemorating the 70th Anniversary of 

the loss of loved ones when the Japanese 

invaded Rabaul and surrounding New 

Guinea islands and the sinking of the 

Montevideo Maru. After the first two 

services, all adjourned to the Rabaul 

Yacht Club to share a Gunfire Breakfast, 

and a post Bitapaka luncheon was served 

at the Ralum Club in Kokopo. An ANZAC 

commemoration dinner was also held at 

the Rabaul Hotel. 
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Montevideo Maru Memorial Rabaul 

Phil Ainsworth addresses the service in memory of 

those lost on the Montevideo Maru 



2 
 

Prior to ANZAC Day Susie McGrade and 

the Rabaul Historical Society had 

organised gatherings for visitors and 

Rabaul residents to meet and greet and 

or renew friendships. These proved most 

beneficial in breaking the ice, and the 

subsequent sharing of stories bonded the 

group in a way which was unexpected. 

Thus the combination of the superb 

organisation, the quality of the social 

gatherings and services, together with 

the common purpose of all who 

congregated at the point of origin of the 

Rabaul and Montevideo Maru tragedy, 

resulted in a most  satisfying and 

successful occasion - expectations were 

exceeded by all. 

Although Rabaul township is barely 

recognisable now compared with its 

former glory days, the weather was fine 

and the volcano, Matupit, was well 

behaved. We were told the volcano has 

been in a similar condition for a number 

of months, and for the first time since 

1994 the place is greening up. This 

reflected the positive view of the local 

residents that Rabaul will again rise to 

reclaim its crown as the Pearl of the 

Pacific. 

The Society was represented by many of 

its members, their relatives and five 

committee members. Diplomatic 

representatives of Australia, United 

States, New Zealand, Great Britain and 

Norway were present as well as local 

representatives for India and China. 

Papua New Guinea was represented by 

the former Governor General Sir Paulus 

Matane and Changol Manuai, the Lord 

Mayor of the Rural and Urban Local 

Government in  Rabaul. There were also 

representatives from 2/22nd Battalion 

Lark Force Association, I Independent 

Company, the NGVR & PNGVR 

Association, the Coastwatchers and the 

Montevideo Maru Foundation and Dr Bill 

Sykes , Victorian State Parliamentary 

Member for Benalla, representing 

members of his electorate who were 

unable to attend. 

In all, over 200 visitors were present in 

Rabaul for this memorable occasion. This 

special occasion would not have occurred 

without the work of a few dedicated folk 

in Rabaul. The President and Secretary of 

the Rabaul Historical Society, Steve 

Saunders and Susie McGrade were the 

initiators and drivers from start to finish- 

thank you for everything; the McGrade 

family for pulling it together and  Gerry 

for refurbishing the Cenotaph; the Rabaul 

Hotel for generously hosting the Monday 

night  pre-welcoming party and arranging 

the Commemoration dinner on Anzac 

Day; the New Guinea Club and Rabaul 

Historical Society for generously hosting 

the Tuesday night welcoming party; the 

Rabaul Yacht Club and NGVR & PNGVR 

Association for generously hosting the 

Gunfire breakfast; the Ralum Club for the 

ANZAC Day luncheon ; the  Baravon Choir 

and the  school  choir for their wonderful 

singing ; Major Lindsay Brown for 

arranging the Bitapaka service ;  Father 

David Gough for his contribution at 

Bitapaka and the many other helpers, too 

numerous to mention. John Holland's 

initial work and vital role in encouraging 

the attendance of visitors from 

Australia must also be acknowledged. 
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Many requested copies of the speeches 

which truly represented the essence of 

the occasion. The Society is presently 

collecting these speeches, about six in 

all, and these will be distributed as a 

compendium as soon as they have been 

assembled.  

Further information about the Rabaul 

ANZAC week can be found elsewhere in 

this issue of Memorial News.  Speeches 

commence at page 26. 

JAPANESE POW CARDS to be 
RELEASED IN TIME FOR 70TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

PHIL AINSWORTH 
This morning the Director General of the 
National Archives of Australia (NAA), Mr 
David Fricker, rang and advised that he 
and the NAA are delighted to be part of 
the 70th Anniverasry commemoration 
events during 30 June/1 July,2012 . 

He confirmed the Japanese POW cards 
and documents, as we know them, have 
been received by the NAA and that the 
documents are presently receiving 
preservation treatment and processing, 
including digitisation. 

 David said there is sufficient time to 
complete the processing and have the 
documents available for the 
commemoration events.   

He added the Montevideo Maru list for 
servicemen and civilians is part of the 
documents and that the list will be ready 
in time for the Society to reproduce and 
distribute to attendees at the 
commemoration events. 

The Director General gave permission to 

place this information, which will be 

confirmed by letter, in our Newsletter. 

 

Dawn Service Rabaul 2012 

Dr Bill Sykes and Coastwatcher Jim Burrowes 

RSVP for 70TH Commemorative 
Luncheon and DEDICATION of  
RABAUL AND MONTEVIDEO MARU 
MEMORIAL BY 8 JUNE 2012 

DETAILS page 19 
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ANZAC DAY 2012 RABAUL PNG 
70TH ANNIVERSARY OF WWII 
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The Montevideo Maru Memorial, Rabaul 

Frazer and Sarah Harry at Bitapaka 

Top:  Jim Burrowes, Ally Martell, Andrea 
Williams, Phil Ainsworth 
Below: Susie, Eileen, Gerry and Joyce McGrade  

One of the wall plaques 

at Bitapaka 
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SYKES COMMEMORATES ANZAC DAY IN RABAUL          

Member for Benalla, Bill Sykes joined several 
hundred people in Rabaul last week to 
commemorate ANZAC Day and the 70th 
anniversary of when World War II came to Rabaul, 
then an Australian territory.  

Dr Sykes spoke in Parliament this week about the 
trip and of the importance of recognising and 
remembering one of the darker chapters in 
Australian war history.  

Dr Sykes joined World War II Coast Watchers Jim 
Burrowes and Matt Foley, members of Rabaul 
Montevideo Maru Society, the New Guinea 
Volunteer Rifles and Papua New Guinea Volunteer 
Rifles, representatives of the Governments of the 
United States, Britain and Norway as well as many 
locals at the commemoration in Rabaul.  

He said, “The invasion of Rabaul in 1942 is a dark day 
in Australian history.  

“The Lark Force of about 1,000 men was called upon to defend against many thousand 
Japanese.  

“There was no plan for a strategic withdrawal and when defeat was inevitable the order of 
‘every man for himself’ is a condemnation of military and political leadership of the time.  

”Whilst a couple of hundred men successfully escaped to Australia, many died of disease 
or were killed including over 100 men being massacred at Tol Plantation.  

“Most tragically 835 military and 218 civilians lost their lives on the unmarked Japanese 
ship the Montevideo Maru which was sunk by a US submarine.  

“Congratulations go to those involved in organising the commemorative services, in 
particular Susie McGrade and her family, Steve Saunders, the Rabaul Historical Society, 
Phil Ainsworth, Andrea Williams and John Holland.  

“I hope that the many people present who lost husbands, fathers or loved ones took 
comfort in the fact that Rabaul will not forget their sacrifice.  

Dr Sykes also presented wreaths in Rabaul on behalf of local families in memory of lost 
loved ones and the many servicemen and women who gave their lives during the war.  
Media enquiries Bill Sykes MP 0427 624 989  

The Bendigo RSL Sub-Branch will have a display of photographs and memorabilia on 
Lark Force from April 2012 for several months.  Please visit and let them know of your 
support.  Further information:   
Lois and Eric Newman Ph:  03-5446 3277 ejn40@bigpond.com 

Photo: Bill Sykes MP extends his 

hand of gratitude to World War II 

Coast Watcher Jim Burrowes for the 

role he played in preserving our 

freedom 
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Events were generously hosted by the 

McGrade Family/Rabaul Hotel and 

Rabaul Historical Society . Presentations 

were made to the Historical Society. 

Top: Ailsa Nisbett and John Williamson 
Below: Michael Chan, Pete McGuiness, Laurie Luxmoore 

Jim Burrowes in form after lunch hosted by the Ralum Club 

Top: Gerry McGrade and Doreen Macgowan  
Below:  Joyce McGrade 

Top: Changol Manuai and Don Hook 
Below:  Dr  Bill Sykes, Warren Medwell and 
Sandy MacKenzie 

Top:  John Holland, Jessica Harrington, Graham Lyme , 
Narelle McMahonand friends 
Left: Doreen Mansley Beadle, Thea Visser and Frank 
Beadle   Below:  Kori Chan and Barry Smith 
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CONTROVERSY OVER WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR MAINTENANCE OF 
THE RABAUL MONTEVIDEO MARU MEMORIAL 

PHIL AINSWORTH 

The Montevideo Maru Memorial in Rabaul is situated in the Rabaul 1942-1945 Memorial 

Park on the eastern foreshore of Simpson Harbour. It is in a beautiful setting with the 

harbour behind and the spectacular green covered  volcanic caldera surrounding the 

memorial.  When we visited the Memorial on the Sunday before ANZAC Day, see the 

photograph, it looked neglected and the road into it was muddy and rough. A sign was 

erected behind the memorial which said "Proudly maintained by the Office of Australian 

War Graves and Rabaul Local Level Government".  Susie McGrade arranged for the Local 

Level Government to clean it up and grade the road prior to ANZAC Day. This was done 

and on Anzac Day it was a picture, the road graded, the grass cut, the monument cleaned 

with fresh Tolai bilas surrounding it. Additionally, eight flagpoles had been erected, many 

chairs set up and a PA system installed.   

Contact was made with the officer in the Australian High Commission responsible for 

ensuring all Australian/Commonwealth War Graves and Monuments are maintained and he 

said he was never aware of this  responsibility and confirmed it was not on his list for 

maintenance. If it is not, it should 

be. An approach will be made to 

OAWG to endeavour to ensure this 

monument is suitably maintained as 

other Australian War Graves and 

Monuments. 
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THE FUTURE OF THE TOL CAIRN IS ALSO POTENTIALLY UNDER THREAT   

PHIL AINSWORTH 

The Tol Cairn was erected at the end of 

the air field on Tol Plantation in 1987, an 

initiative of members of the 2/22nd 

Battalion.  The Tol Plantation and 

surrounding Wide Bay area have been 

substantially cleared by logging in 

preparation for extensive palm oil 

plantations.  Palm oil plantings have 

already commenced. We understand there 

is an industry plan for the area around Tol 

Plantation to develop as a township the 

size of Kokopo, with the Tol airfield being 

the centre of the town.  It was also suggested 

the Tol Cairn would need to be 

removed/relocated to allow this plan to 

progress. This is a controversial point but before 

we go overboard research will be required to 

ensure what we were told is correct and what 

likely redress the erectors of the Cairn may have. 

The Society is very interested in following this 

issue to finalisation. 

 

The Tol Cairn was erected in 1987 Left to 

right: Cliff Marshall, Charles Perkins, Bert 

Smith, Bill Harry. All members of 2/22nd 

Btn. 

 

 

 

Trekkers who have completed the 

Lark Force Wilderness Trek, 2008 – 

2012, attended Anzac Day services 

in Rabaul. 
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SCULPTURE ARRIVES IN CANBERRA ON SCHEDULE 

PHIL AINSWORTH  

After an 8 hours truck journey from Melbourne on 7th 

May, the sculpture, to form the Rabaul and 

Montevideo Maru Memorial, arrived at the AWM on a 

bleak, miserable Canberrean day. 

The artist James Parrett flew in later to supervise the 

unloading and pre- set up for the installation which is 

to be completed on Tuesday, 8th May.  Photographer 

Norm Plant and Society Public Officer Don Hook were 

on hand to record this milestone. Also present were 

Lola Wilkins, Head of Art, Stewart Mitchell, OIC 

Sculpture Garden and Sally Cunningham, Project 

Officer from the AWM. The smiles on all says it all. I 

am told the sculpture looks great. 

Once fully installed, all that is required is the grassing 

of the area and the installation of the plaque in 

readiness for the 1 July unveiling and dedication. 

JANICE STEINFURTH RETURNS TO RABAUL 

DON HOOK 

Janice Steinfurth never knew her father, John Patrick ‘Jack’ Beaumont, a trained 

mechanic, who was manager of WR Carpenter's Mandres Plantation in East New Britain.  

Her mother Clare had married Jack in Rabaul in April 1941.  She was pregnant when 

evacuated to Australia in December and was admitted to hospital suffering from 

malaria.  Janice was born in Sydney on June 19, 1942 - five months after her mother left 

Rabaul.  

Janice jokingly refers to herself as 

the youngest evacuee from the New 

Guinea islands. 

‘Jack’ Beaumont remained behind 

in Rabaul in a small group of 

prisoners used by the Japanese to 

maintain essential services. He was 

murdered by his captors in 1944.  

Jan & Janice Steinfurth,of Hurstville 

NSW, with their daughter Michelle 

during their first visit to Rabaul. 
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BACK TO MY PAST  

JANICE STEINFURTH, nee Beaumont 

What a wonderful week we had in PNG! Janice, Jan and daughter, Michelle travelled to 
Rabaul to celebrate the 70th Anniversary since World War II landed on PNG’s shores. 

On Anzac Day we attended three very moving services. The dawn service was held at the 
Rabaul RSL Cenotaph, and then we walked, some drove in cars, down to the edge of the 
Simpson Harbour for the Montevideo Maru service. After a welcome breakfast at the 
Rabaul Yacht Club for the Gun Fire breakfast we were taken to Bitapaka for the third 
service. A good number of people attended each of the services. Some folk came from 
very long distances, USA, Western Australia, and Victoria, to attend the services. 
Government representatives from Norway, N.Z., USA, England, and other countries were 
in attendance at Simpson Harbour. The male choirs singing hymns were particularly 
moving for Jan, Janice and Michelle – most of all “It is well with my soul”. The same 
applied at Bitapaka when the school children sang for us. Each service was emotional for 
different reason; the first two services especially as they both mentioned our civilians who 
had died, something that is never mentioned at Anzac Services in Sydney. 

The surprise for us was learning that the St. Xaviers Cathedral was still in Rabaul. I did not 
expect to find the church, assuming that it had been destroyed in the eruption of Matupit 
Volcano in 1994. My parents, Clare Manning and Jack Beaumont, were married there on 
2nd April,1941. The most amazing part of our journey was our visit to the Mandres 
Plantation where my parents lived until December 1941 when my mother and I, (in her 
tummy) were evacuated on the MacDhui. I have never been able to return to Rabaul or 
Mandres before this visit, so it was just so moving to be able to return, especially with Jan 
and Michelle. I am unable to put into words just how it felt to stand on the soil where my 
father (whom I had never met due to WWII as he was killed) and my mother had walked 
whilst they lived on Mandres. It is a memory that will stay with me for the rest of my life. 
The folk who live at Mandres now, were intrigued to know our story, and made us so 
welcome. The elderly gentleman who saw our photos said that his late father would 
possibly have known all the people in the photos. The house was still there, after 70 
years, and so was the workshop. They were slightly different to the photos, but it was very 
moving to see them. Mandres was a timber plantation in 1941, and the old railway tracks 
on which the logs were rolled into the water, were still there, very rusted. I have always 
dreamt about going to Mandres and Rabaul as my mother spoke so well about both places, 
but never in my wildest dreams did I ever think that the dream would come true. The folk 
on Mandres have told us that we are welcome to return at any future time. I think of us all 
as Kindred Spirits. That visit just meant so much to me in particular, as that is the closest 
that I will ever get to my father, as we still do not know where he is buried. 

I do hope that someday I can return to New Britain, as everyone was so friendly and 
helpful. Five days was not long enough to see more of Rabaul, and other places nearby. 
May I take this opportunity to thank all the people who put so much time and effort into 
organising the trip for all of us. We three had the most wonderful time, meeting folk from 
lots of places who had so many varied and interesting stories to share. Hopefully some of 
us can stay in touch. 

Once again, thankyou all so much, I now have Peace. 

 

 

We look forward to further stories from those who visited Rabaul - Ed 
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VALE SAM BLABY VX38183 (30 April 2012, aged 94 years)  

Sam arrived in Rabaul on 25 April 1941 with 1400 members 

of the 2/22nd Battalion. When the Japanese entered the war 

on 23 January 1942 the 2/22nd Battalion was the first to 

engage with the enemy on ‘Australian soil’.  After the 

invasion he walked 300 miles down the south coast of New 

Britain, avoiding the Tol Massacre by only a day, and was 

rescued by the Laurabada on 10 April 1942. 

In an interview with the Bendigo Advertiser on 11 November 

2011 Sam described how they faced repeated bombings, a 

POW massacre and three months of jungle life. 

Interviewed together with Norm Furness, then only two of 
the four remaining survivors, they labelled it a “bugger-up” 
of military proportions.  Both men said the assault from the 

Japanese was extraordinary, first from the air, then on land. 

The Australians were under-equipped, sporting antique equipment used in World War I. 

 “Australia sent training aircraft up as fighter planes, but the first time the Japanese flew 
over they blasted them out of the sky.” 

When the Japanese forces landed there were 10 Japanese soldiers to every Australian. The 
men of the 2/22nd had no other choice but to retreat deep into the island’s jungle to 
attempt to survive. 

Entry from an album kept by the family of William Ladner's sister of messages from 

soldiers of the 2/22nd who had escaped from New Britain. 
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CONCERT TICKETS NOW  AVAILABLE   

Tickets are now on sale for the Salvation Army's concert in Canberra on Saturday 30 June.  

The Melbourne Staff Band, the Sallies' premier music ensemble, will perform at the Senior 

School Hall, Canberra Girls' Grammar School, starting at 7.00pm.  The school is in 

Melbourne Avenue, Deakin. 

Bandmaster Ken Waterworth has promised a great deal of "Gullidge music".   

Arthur Gullidge was the celebrated bandmaster of the ill-fated 2/22nd Battalion Band.  All 

but one of the 25 bandsmen went down on the Montevideo Maru.  

Ticket prices are $10 adult, $5 concession, $20 for a family (two adults/two children. 

Tickets are on sale through Canberra Ticketing - 

http://www.canberraticketing.com.au/site/whatson.php?detail=melbourne-staff-band-in 

-concert-0331 

 

 

 

RESCUE CAME THREE DAYS TOO EARLY 

Men like Norm had to walk hundreds of kilometres, cross crocodile infected rivers, avoid 

being killed by the enemy - or malaria or hunger – with no equipment and little clothing – 

hope that someone would have the courage to risk saving them, but– not today please - 

make it in three days’ time! German raiders had been operating in the area since 

December 1940. 

The following is an excerpt from a letter dated 13 March 2012 Senator David Feeney sent 
Senator Bridget McKenzie regarding an approach by Marg Curtis for the Defence Medal for 
Norm Furness and members of Lark Force. 
 
The Defence Medal is awarded for six months service in a prescribed non-operational area 
subject to enemy air attack or closely threatened, or for 12 months service in non-
prescribed non-operational areas. Qualifying service for the Defence Medal that is brought 
to an end by death due to enemy action when on duty, or by injuries inflicted by enemy 
action, is also qualification for the Defence Medal. 
For the purpose of qualification for the Defence Medal, service in Rabaul from 3 
September 1939 to 2l January 1942 is classified as a non-prescribed non-operational area, 
and requires 12 months service to qualify. From the 22 January 1942, service in Rabaul is 
classified as an operational area and is recognised by the Pacific Star and a number of 
other awards, depending on an individual's service. 
I am advised that Mr Furness served in Rabaul from 28 March 1941 to 25 March 1942. As he 
did not complete 12 months service in Rabaul prior to 2l January l942, he is not eligible 
for the Defence Medal. 
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NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM ANZAC DAY  
27 April 2012 
http://www.thechronicle.com.au/story/2012/04/27/anzac-day-was-something-
big/#.T53h4359i28.email 
ANZAC DAY WAS SOMETHING BIG BY Ally Martell 
TOOWOOMBA CHRONICLE 

27 April 2012 
Riverine Herald 
Lest We Forget – Griffiths family remembers 
 
26 April 2012 
http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/national/forged-at-gallipoli-tempered-by-time-still-
going-strong-20120425-1xlnb.html 
FORGED AT GALLIPOLI TEMPERED BY TIME STILL GOING STRONG By John Huxley 
BRISBANE TIMES 

25 April 2012 
http://au.news.yahoo.com/world/a/-/world/13518674/png-fallen-honoured-at-anzac-
dawn-service/ 
PNG FALLEN HONOURED AT ANZAC DAY SERVICE BY Don Hook 

25 April 2012 
http://daysontheclaise.blogspot.com.au/2012/04/australias-worst-maritime-disaster.html 
Australia’s Worst Maritime Disaster by John and Susan Walter 
 
25 April 2012 
http://www.bordermail.com.au/news/local/news/general/wreaths-for-the-dads-of-those-
left-to-mourn/2533473.aspx 
WREATHS FOR THE DADS OF THOSE LEFT TO MOURN 
THE BORDER MAIL BY Di Thomas 

25 April 2012 
http://www.theleader.com.au/news/local/news/general/war-was-
imminent/2531401.aspx 
WAR WAS IMMINENT 
ST GEORGE and SUTHERLAND SHIRE LEADER 

25 April 2012 

http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/tokpisin/radio/onairhighlights/rabaul-historical-

society-i-tingim-ol-pipal-i-dai-long-montevideo-maru/933460 

24 April 2012 
http://northcote-leader.whereilive.com.au/news/story/preston-serviceman-gone-but-
not-forgotten/ 
PRESTON SERVICEMAN GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN by Madeline Healey 
NORTHCOTE LEADER 

20 April 2012 
http://www.mmg.com.au/local-news/seymour/finding-family-history-1.15865 
FINDING FAMILY HISTORY BY Dianne Grant 
SEYMOUR TELEGRAPH 

 

http://www.thechronicle.com.au/story/2012/04/27/anzac-day-was-something-big/#.T53h4359i28.email
http://www.thechronicle.com.au/story/2012/04/27/anzac-day-was-something-big/#.T53h4359i28.email
http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/national/forged-at-gallipoli-tempered-by-time-still-going-strong-20120425-1xlnb.html
http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/national/forged-at-gallipoli-tempered-by-time-still-going-strong-20120425-1xlnb.html
http://au.news.yahoo.com/world/a/-/world/13518674/png-fallen-honoured-at-anzac-dawn-service/
http://au.news.yahoo.com/world/a/-/world/13518674/png-fallen-honoured-at-anzac-dawn-service/
http://daysontheclaise.blogspot.com.au/2012/04/australias-worst-maritime-disaster.html
http://www.bordermail.com.au/news/local/news/general/wreaths-for-the-dads-of-those-left-to-mourn/2533473.aspx
http://www.bordermail.com.au/news/local/news/general/wreaths-for-the-dads-of-those-left-to-mourn/2533473.aspx
http://www.theleader.com.au/news/local/news/general/war-was-imminent/2531401.aspx
http://www.theleader.com.au/news/local/news/general/war-was-imminent/2531401.aspx
http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/tokpisin/radio/onairhighlights/rabaul-historical-society-i-tingim-ol-pipal-i-dai-long-montevideo-maru/933460
http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/tokpisin/radio/onairhighlights/rabaul-historical-society-i-tingim-ol-pipal-i-dai-long-montevideo-maru/933460
http://northcote-leader.whereilive.com.au/news/story/preston-serviceman-gone-but-not-forgotten/
http://northcote-leader.whereilive.com.au/news/story/preston-serviceman-gone-but-not-forgotten/
http://www.mmg.com.au/local-news/seymour/finding-family-history-1.15865
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A SURPRISE ARTICLE IN THE PAPER 
MYRA BROWN 
Went for a drive today, stopped for a coffee in Nagambie and happened to read the article 
in the local paper about the Montevideo Maru. My third cousin was on that ship when it 
went down on 1st July 1942. His name was Arthur Thomas McGennisken, service no. 
VX24184. He was only 22 at the time. He was born in Horsham, Victoria in 1920, son of 
Thomas Erin and Ethel McGennisken (nee Hann.) His parents were informed that he had 
drowned, whilst a POW on the Montevideo Maru. If you have any further information, I 
would be very pleased to receive it. (If anyone has information on Arthur McGennisken 
please contact:  admin@memorial.org.au and we will forward it.) 
 
NAGAMBIE COUPLE TO ATTEND 70TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FALL OF RABAUL AND THER 
ISLANDS 

By Diane Grant, Seymour Telegraph 

As Australians prepare to commemorate ANZAC day 2012, Nagambie couple Maree and 
Kelvin Boyle, plan to attend the 70th anniversary of the Fall of Rabaul, New Britain, 
Kavieng, New Ireland, New Hanover, Duke of York Islands and the surrounding islands in 
the Mandated Territory of New Guinea. 

When Maree was a small girl she remembered her father Dudley Lake speaking of her 
Uncle Gunner Geoff Lake who was in the 2/22nd Battalion AIF, Lark Force  and how he was 
bombed whilst a prisoner of war on a Japanese ship the Montevideo Maru on 1 July, 1942. 

In September 2008, Maree read a World War Two history piece in the Country Living part 
of the Herald and Weekly Times.  It was entitled “Sunken memoires’ and was about the 
sinking of the Montevideo Maru.  It caught her attention and she became interested in the 
history of it as she realised that it was the ship her uncle was killed on.  She realised why 
her uncle did not return after reading that article which confirmed what her father 
thought. 

The article spoke about a book that was written by Sue Lawson called “Finding Darcy”. 
Maree checked out the Montevideo Maru website and she registered he information of who 
she was related to on the ship.  Her name was placed on a list of contacts. 

When Maree was working at the Grapevine – Nagambie Information Centre, two years ago, 
she met Lois and Eric Newman from Bendigo.  Lois asked about the memorial for the 
2/22nd Battalion at Trawool. Lois stated that her uncle was lost at sea after the 
Montevideo Maru was torpedoed in July 1942. 

Ironic, that Maree Boyle and Lois Newman should meet, and discover that their mutual 
uncles had been imprisoned on that same ship. Coincidence, no!  Maree said the hairs on 
the back of her neck rose up from the shock of meeting someone who knew about this 
event in our war history. It felt very eerie.  

Maree and Lois and many others now gather each year at the 2/22nd Battalion memorial 
at Trawool in a vineyard where it is sited.  

In December 2011, Maree and husband Kel received an invitation to the 70th anniversary of  
the Fall of the Islands and the sinking of the ship in Rabaul on ANZAC Day, 25 April 2012.   

The Dawn service will be held at the RSL Cenotaph in Rabaul town.  This service will be 
followed by a service at the MVM on Rabaul’s foreshore. A Gunfire breakfast at the Rabaul 
Yacht Club will be followed by 11am service at Bitapaka.(now the capital of New Britain.) 

After a buffet  lunch at the Ralum Club, home of Queen Emma. In the late afternoon they 
will all board a ship in Rabaul town – Frangipannis will be scattered on Simpson Harbour at 
sundown in honour of all those who tragically lost their lives about the Montevideo Maru. 

The day’s activities will conclude with a Commemoration dinner at the Rabaul Hotel.  

mailto:admin@memorial.org.au
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The installation and dedication of a national memorial will be held in Canberra on July 1, 
the 70th anniversary of the sinking of the ship. It will be a national physical point of 
reference to commemorate their loss.  

In March 2012, the Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society Memorial news, spoke about the 
release of the “Personal Detail Cards”  just before their newsletter was distributed. This 
could end the mystery and years of waiting for some Australian families. 

The cards provide personal details and when and where the POW’s were interned.  They 
could prove for instance, who exactly was on the Montevideo Maru when the ship was sunk 
in July 1942 

The transfer of the cards was suggested by a Japanese NGO to its Government in late 2010 
hoping to promote amiable relations between Japan and Australia. 

According to reports from Tokyo some 4,497 Name cards and a total of 16 items, including 
the nominal rolls of POWs and internees, were handed to Australian officials on 19 March 
2012. The RMM Society has written to the Minister for Foreign Affairs asking when the 
cards and documents will be available. Maree and Kel are looking forward to going to New 
Guinea to attend this ceremony and reunion.  

Maree would like to call upon any family who may have photos, information or any details 
of their relatives that were on the ship to contact andrea.williams@bigpond.com or write 
to the Society c/- Jackson Wells Pty Ltd, PO Box 1743, Neutral Bay. NSW. 2098. 

LEST WE FORGET 

DEAN MERCER 

An excerpt from Dean’s blog of 25 April 2012:  

http://deanmercer.com/2012/04/25/lest-we-forget/ 

The sad thing is that we sometimes only seem to remember the heroics, and not the 
reality of life outside the trenches upon a soldier’s return to civilian life, or those that 
were lost, captured, or were civilians caught out-of-place in a conflict situation. 

In WWII Australia’s worst maritime disaster occurred with the sinking of the Montevideo 
Maru where 1,140 Australian prisoners of war (POW’s) and civilians alike (including 88 
Japanese crew members) drowned after the USS Sturgeon mistook the Montevideo Maru 
for a Japanese troop ship.* 

Why is it that we do not report these people as heroes along with those who died 
‘gloriously’ in battle? Why is it that our POW’s, civilians, and returnees of war and conflict 
get treated with a ‘Once-a-year’ parade and an increasingly nationalistic flavour of 
reporting in the media? Are we all really that shallow to think that once a war or conflict 
has ended – that the pain, suffering, and consequence of being involved in those situations 
will fade into a warm glow of appreciation from the nation on April the 25th? 

Our Diggers have given the ultimate sacrifice in so many ways – whether they died 
overseas, were wounded and returned, captured and tortured, suffered horribly in their 
nightly dreams for many years, died at their own hand, or were castigated for wars that 
they had no option in attending. 

The cost is ongoing, the battle never truly won. The cost and sacrifice given by the Diggers 
should be remembered not by football matches, parades, or nationalistic sentimental 
drivel by politicians. It should be a proactive remembrance. 

The flame at the National War Memorial is a symbol of what we – as those who are left are 
charged with remembering. An unerring, undying, and genuine compassion to remember 
and care for those who returned – no matter their connection to war and conflict. 

When you say the words ‘Lest We Forget’ this year – do not forget to remember. 

mailto:andrea.williams@bigpond.com
http://deanmercer.com/2012/04/25/lest-we-forget/
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TOL PLANTATION MASSACRE - WHAT HAPPENED TO THE CRIMINALS 
RESPONSIBLE? 

PHIL AINSWORTH 

Many are aware of the Tol Plantation Massacre which occurred over the 3rd and 4th 

February, 1942  in the Wide Bay area of New Britain, when over 150 captured Australians 

were bayoneted or shot by the Japanese.  Who were these Japanese murderers and 

what happened to them? 

The Imperial Japanese  Army Unit responsible was the 144 Infantry Regiment, also known 

as the Kusunose ( Kusunise) and later the Yamamoto Force, the Regiment assuming the 

name of the Colonel in command at the time. The  144 Infantry Regiment comprised 3 

battalions, the 1/144, 11/144 and 111/144.The perpetrators were from 111/144 Infantry 

Battalion.  

The 144 Regiment took part in the original invasion of Rabaul on 23 January and in early 

March was involved in the capture of Lae and Salamaua . It also formed the invasion force 

at Buna and Gona on 21/22 July .  It fought the whole Kokoda campaign until the 

Regiment was destroyed west of the Kumusi River.  The last to be destroyed on the 11th 

and 12th November 1942 was the depleted  111/144 by D and B Companies of 2/31 

Infantry Battalions AIF, about 2 km east of Gorari on the Kumusi / Kokoda Track. 

Kununose was the Regimental Commanding Officer at the time of the Tol Massacre. Lt Col 

Ishiro Kuwada was the Commanding Officer of 111/144 Infantry Battalion. A Lt Yoshie 

Yananose was the Commander of 8 Company , 111/144; he was wounded during the 

Kokoda Campaign and repatriated to Japan. Yananose admitted, after the war, that 

30  men from his Company were directly involved in the Tol Massacre but he was not 

present, having sent his second in command, Lt Tadacho Noda, to lead the group. Noda 

was killed in action in early September 1943 in and around  Ioribaiwa during the Japanese 

advance along the Kokoda Track. 

Alan Stone’s book says the commander of 111/144, Lt Col  Ishiro Kuwada (Kuwata), was 

killed in action in New Guinea (sic) on 22nd November 1942. Lex McAulay says Kuwada 

survived the war  but committed suicide before interrogation for the crime. His 

Battalion  medical officer, Dr Chikumi , who was under investigation for his part in the 

New Britain killings, also took the opportunity and suicided . Chikumi was being 

investigated for the vissication of an Australian Army Captain in the Kokopo area. 

Due to ill health Colonel Kusunose was evacuated from around Templeton’s Crossing on 

the Kokoda Track in mid-October 1943 and was replaced by Colonel Yamamoto about two 

weeks later.  Kusunose survived the war and had retired to civilian life. He was tracked 

down by Albert Klestadt . However, before he was interrogated , Kusunose suicided by 

starvation in his old Regimental barracks at the foot of Mt Fuji.  

No war crime trial for the Tol Plantation Massacre was ever held. 

Sources: 
“Blood and Iron” by Lex McAulay 
“Hostages to Freedom” by Peter Stone 
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ERIC CHARLES MANN 
JOHN WALTER 
I am sending you a scan of the letter I received from my 

Uncle Sgt Eric Charles Mann V50869 RAE Fort Engineers 

Lark Force Rabaul. I am the only living relative who has 

any memory of him. I was just under 5 when he went off to 

Rabaul in 1941. I am the eldest of his six nieces and 

nephews. He had four sisters and a younger brother. My 

mother was the second eldest of his siblings. I lived with 

my Grandparents at the time. After the fall of Rabaul his 

family was greatly affected by the lack of information and 

not knowing what had happened to him. It is said that the 

uncertainty was a contributing factor in my Grandfathers 

early demise in 1946. My mother and her sisters idolised 

their brother and were affected all their lives, mainly 

because of the uncertainty of never having received definitive proof of his death on the 

Montevideo Maru. When the 

nominal roll was published 

last year I found his name on 

the very first page, too late 

for all his siblings who had all 

died by 2007. It is just sad to 

think that they had all gone 

to their grave with the 

question of their brother 

unanswered. 

 

Dear Johnie, 

Thanks very much for your 

[letter] which arrived by 

[plane] all the way from your 

[home]. 

Mummy tells me you have 

been picking a lot of [] so I 

guess you’re pretty busy. 

I hope you’ve been looking 

after Grandpa and Gradma 

while I’m away. 

Love from Eric 
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DEDICATION OF RABAUL AND MONTEVIDEO  
MARU MEMORIAL AND 70th ANNIVERSARY MEMORIAL LUNCHEON –  
30 JUNE/1JULY 2012, CANBERRA 

The dedication of the Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Memorial will be held on 1 July 2012. 

The Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society will also be hosting a luncheon at Rydges 
Lakeside Hotel in Canberra on Saturday 30 June 2012.  Seating at Rydges Lakeside will be 
limited and therefore the first confirmed replies, with payment, will be those accepted.    

SATURDAY 30 June 2012 

Luncheon 12nn – 5pm (Drinks will be available from a cash bar) 

Venue:  Rydges Lakeside Hotel, 1 London Circuit, Canberra ACT 2601 

Guest speaker: To be advised 

COST of lunch on Saturday $60 per person - Payment will confirm booking. 

PLEASE RSVP as soon as possible and prior to 8 June 2012. 

To confirm, please contact Andrea Williams and provide her with this information: 

§         The full name of each person who wishes to attend. 

§         The age of each person who wishes to attend (optional but helpful). 

§ Any mobility issue 

§         The full postal address, phone number (home and mobile) and email of each    
person who wishes to attend. 

§         The relationship, if any, of the person to the events of 1942 (if you did not 
attend a previous event in Canberra in 2010/2011). 

§         The address and phone number, where each person intends to stay while in 
Canberra. 

§         Any other people you are travelling with. 

Even if you do not have all this information at this stage, please tell us what you 
can. 

Andrea’s contact details are:  Ph:  02 9449 4129/0409 031 889 

E:  andrea.williams@bigpond.com 24 Melaleuca Drive, St Ives, NSW 2075 

Payment can be made to the Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society as follows: 

Electronically. Transfer funds to the Society’s bank account:  

Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society  

BSB 082-401 Account 16-083-2367. Bank NAB. 

Please include your name and the words ‘Memorial 70’ for this deposit.  Also, please 
notify the deposit by email to:  richard@isaunders.com.au.  

By mail. Cheque to Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society, PO Box 1743, Neutral Bay NSW 
2089. 

By Visa or Mastercard – details at end of newsletter. 

SUNDAY 1 July 2012  

Dedication of the Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Memorial 

Australian War Memorial, Canberra ACT – 11.30am.  Please be seated by 11.15am 

Light refreshments will be served after the service. 

mailto:andrea.williams@bigpond.com
mailto:richard@isaunders.com.au
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To obtain a special rate and provide the opportunity of gathering together for the 

remainder of the weekend, a ‘preferred accommodation’ arrangement has been made for 

members and friends of the Society attending the event at:   

Rydges Lakeside and Rydges Capital Hill in Canberra  

*A preferred rate $ 169.00 is extended exclusively to members and friends of the 

Society attending the event on the dates of Friday 29th June to Sunday 1st July 2012 

inclusive. This rate will be for a deluxe queen bedded double and will include double / 

twin accommodation, full buffet breakfasts for 2 people and car parking.  

Rates and availability for other room types will be advised at the time of the enquiry.  

A limited number of rooms will be made available at each property. Rydges have also 
advised that guests be made aware that this is the snow ski season and their parent 
company, Amalgamated Holdings Limited (AHL) is the owner/operator of Kosciusko 
Thredbo Resort.  Therefore they actively promote overnight stays in Canberra at this time 
and demand may be high. 

Rydges have developed a special ‘landing page’ on their website where members can 

access this special rate online and make bookings.  The Rabaul and Montevideo Maru 

Society has also created a link from our website to the online page at Rydges. 

http://www.rydges.com/cwp/rmms 

To have access to the rate just enter in the qualifying dates, your contact details and a 
credit card as a guarantee for the booking. 

** Please Note:  This rate and facility will expire 30 May 2012 .Enquiries after that date 
would be subject to available rates at the time of enquiry. 

The booking code for the event is R – 2906RMMS 

RYDGES LAKESIDE CANBERRA 
1 London Circuit, Canberra ACT 2601   
Ph:  1800 026 169  Please quote: R – 2906RMMS 
 
RYDGES CAPITAL HILL HOTEL, CANBERRA 
Cnr Canberra Avenue and National Circuit, Forrest ACT 2603 
Ph:  1800 020 011 Please quote:  R – 2906RMMS 

ELECTRONIC MEMORIAL 
A section on the website is being developed for individual tributes to those who defended 
the New Guinea Islands.  It would be appreciated if you could forward their name and 
Army number (if applicable), their date of birth and any photos, letters or documents that 
support their lives in Rabaul or how they managed to survive the invasion. Written articles 
are also welcome. You could consider:   
1. how this affected your family  
2. how you heard about the tragedy of the Montevideo Maru  
3. if you were evacuated, what happened? If you were assisted, what happened? 
4. the short-term and long-term difficulties you faced  
5.  your feelings both at the time and continuing to this day.   
6.  Anything else you think might be useful in telling this story 
If you would prefer information in the Members Only section of the website please 
mention this. 

Please send information to Andrea Williams at:  admin@memorial.org.au or 24 Melaleuca 
Drive, St Ives  NSW  2075.  

http://www.rydges.com/cwp/rmms
mailto:admin@memorial.org.au
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The following letter was written by Phil Ainsworth to the PNG Post Courier in 

response to a letter which appeared by the President of the Port Moresby RSL. 

Post Courier, Tuesday 8 May 2012 

Many War Heroics to Remember 

I refer to the letter of 3 May by the President of Port Moresby RSL, Bryan Wareing.  

This year is the 70th Anniversary of many war time activities in Papua New Guinea which 

should be commemorated. The Kokoda was a remarkable campaign and deserves much 

mention, but not at the expense of other battles or less spectacular activities.  

The support given to the Bomana ANZAC Day service is contrasted with the support given 

by the Australian High Commission to the Rabaul service which was commemorating the 

sacrifice and loss at the time and aftermath of the Japanese invasion on 23rd January 

1942, culminating in the sinking of the Montevideo Maru and the death of over 1,000 

Australians, the worst maritime tragedy in Australian history.  

Representations by the High Commissions of New Zealand and United Kingdom, the 

Embassy of the United States and the US Navy, and representatives of India, Norway, and 

the Republic of China (Taiwan) outweighed Australian representation. PNG was 

represented by former Governor General, Sir Paulias Matane, and the Chief of the Rabaul 

Urban and Local Government, Changol Manuai.  The great support by Rabaul residents on 

ANZAC Day was appreciated. 

Over 200 Australian visitors, many of the families of those lost, were present including two 

New Britain wartime Coastwatchers, Matt Foley and Jim Burrowes. Acknowledgement was 

also made of the unknown number of Papua New Guineans killed, as well as the many 

Indian POWs and Chinese from the forced labour battalions and the heroic United States 

and New Zealander aviators.  After Lae and Salamaua was occupied by the Japanese on 8 

March 1942, it was the militia, New Guinea Volunteer Rifles (NGVR), which was the only 

fighting unit facing the Japanese. NGVR also arranged for the well-being of many hundreds 

of plantation labourers who could not be repatriated to their homes, and this situation 

was the cause for using these men as carriers to bring forward supplies which could not be 

carried any other way. Let us not forget these men as they were in the bush for nearly 6 

months without any Australian support until the reinforcements of 1 Independent Company 

and later 2/5 Independent Company were provided in May. 

My understanding of history is that the first time the Japanese Army was defeated was at 

Milne Bay between the 26 August and 7 September 1942 with 330 Australians killed.  The 

Japanese landed at Buna and Gona on 21/22nd July and began withdrawing north from 

Ioribaiwa about 26 September. The Kokoda campaign was wrapped up by 18 November 

1942 when the Australians reached the Kumusi River, but the Japanese were not defeated 

at Gona, Buna and Sanananda until 22 January 1943. 

On 1 July this year, exactly 70 years after the Montevideo Maru sunk, a national memorial 
for the servicemen and civilians lost, will be unveiled and dedicated by the Governor 
General of Australia at the Australian War Memorial. The website 
www.memorial.org.au  has the details. 

Phil Ainsworth 

President – Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society 

President – NGVR/PNGVR Ex Members Association 

http://www.memorial.org/
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Post Courier, Thursday 3 May 2012 

Thank you, Port Moresby! 

I write on behalf of the Port Moresby sub branch of the RSL.  Now that the dust has settled 
and we are starting to take stock of how we celebrated Anzac Day 2012 I am taken aback 
for the continued support we receive for such a special occasion.  This year was even more 
special, as it coincided with the 70th Anniversary of the Kokoda Campaign, and this (as it 
rightly should) was the major focus of our service.  The effort, by not only the men who 
have since become known as the ‘Fuzzy Wuzzy Angels’ but also the Papuan’s who fought 
alongside allied troops as members of the Papuan Infantry Battalion will never be 
forgotten. 

At the start of the war, the PIB was thought to have around 700 soldiers; however by the 
time it was disbanded in 1946, some 3500 had passed through its ranks.  Given that the 
estimated population of Papua was only around 400,000 it testifies to the level of 
commitment from these brave men and how hard they fought to defend their homeland.  
In face it is estimated that up to 50,000 native Papuan’s assisted the allies during the 
Kokoda campaign in some way or other.  This campaign is the cornerstone from which the 
unique bond between our two countries started.  It was the first time Australia fought to 
protect herself from invasion.  It was also the first time that the Japanese had lost a 
battle in the Pacific and it was the first time the wider world learnt how great warrior’s 
the men from Papua were.  I would like to thank everybody that attended the Dawn 
Service last Wednesday; it was overwhelming to see six veterans from the Kokoda 
Campaign attend. 

For some of them it was the first time they had been here in 70 years.  If I learnt anything 
from these great men, it is the love they have for people of PNG has not only remained 
over seven decades, it has grown.  I would like to thank Grand Chief Sir Michael Ogio, the 
Governor-General of PNG.  The Prime Minister Peter O’Neill and his deputy Belden Namah 
for their effort and attendance on this most special of days.  Thank you also to Stephen 
Smith MP, Australia Minister for Defence, Brigadier General Francis Agwi, Commander 
PNGDF.  The Office of Australian War Graves for their continued support, I would like to 
mention The Australian Defence Staff, the officers and men of 1 Royal Pacific Infantry 
Regiment.  The RPNGC Band, the students of Ela Murray and Port Moresby International 
Schools for supplying the choir, Mr John Williamson all for generously donating their time. 

The Australian and New Zealand High Commissions and others of the diplomatic corps and 
all our corporate supporters, of whom there are too many to name in this format, we 
thank you all.  But most of all I would like to thank the people of Port Moresby, national 
and expatriate alike.  Around 3200 attended. 

Bryan Wareing, 

President, Port Moresby RSL 

SUGGEST THIS BOOK TO YOUR SCHOOL 

FINDING DARCY by Sue Lawson  ISBN: 9781742030234 Published by Black Dog Books   

Available from book outlets RRP $18.99 This book is skilfully written and provokes the 
reader to think deeply about the effect of war.   

Classroom ideas on Finding Darcy by Sue Lawson are located at:  
http://www.walkerbooks.com.au/statics/dyn/1324513545832/finding_darcy_TN.pdf 

There are pre-reading activities, post reading activities, opportunities to discuss the 
significance of the poppy on the front cover of the book, characters, themes and 
language.  Included also are extended writing activities – discussion questions about 
conditions in Australia during WWII, opportunities to involve science, drama and the 
creative arts. 

http://www.walkerbooks.com.au/statics/dyn/1324513545832/finding_darcy_TN.pdf
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WEBSITE:  www.memorial.org.au 

MEMBERS LOG-IN ON WEBSITE - Access archived issues of Memorial News 

All previous issues are available in the Members Only section of the website.  If you do not 
have a password please email admin@memorial.org.au 

The Members-only area also has additional photos. 

Have you any old photographs or letters, stories, or historical documents of the service 
men or civilians who lived in Rabaul and surrounding islands before WWII?  

Photos of the New Guinea islands pre-war would also be welcomed.  This information will 
help provide insights to the story of Rabaul, the New Guinea Islands and the Montevideo 
Maru. Please Email:   andrea.williams@bigpond.com 

FEEDBACK 

MAREE BOYLE 

We enjoyed our trip to Rabaul, what an education!! Anzac Day I will never forget, it was 

well organized, speeches were excellent, choirs very moving.  … I made some good friends 

in Marg and Ailsa, Janice, Jan and Michelle and other lovely people. It was also great to 

see our local MP Bill Sykes. 

EVELYN STIRK (McALIECE) 

GROVEDALE 

I have been so grateful to receive the Memorial News each month although reading it is 
quite emotional.  I wonder if there are any other widows still left of the No 1 Independent 
Company.  I am 91 years old now and would like to know.  My husband was Cpl Clif 
McAliece. Our son was born three weeks after he went and some of the boys in B Company 
wrote to me often. [Ed:  If you can assist please contact Evelyn 

JUDITH GULLIDGE 

More and more people are telling me they are travelling to Canberra for the 70th 
Anniversary.  There should be a great gathering.  None of this would have been possible 
without the efforts of the Society.  I hope you are all holding up. 

GRACE LOVELL 

MT PLEASANT WA 

Thank you for all the work you are doing for the MvM group.  We all appreciate everything 
which has been achieved during past years and the fact that our boys, now at rest, are 
receiving recognition now and for all time.  I do hope all goes well for the two special July 
days. 

MAUREEN SMITH 

BRISBANE 

Whilst watching the Anzac Day Parade on TV in Brisbane last year it mentioned about a 
memorial for those who lost their lives in Rabaul and on the Montevideo Maru.  My cousin 
was on the ship – William Edward Flood QX 8467 Signalman (Splinter was his nick-name) 1st 
Independent Company.  I have two photos, which the Australia War Memorial has 
accepted, will be displayed on the Roll of Honour.  Splinter and his two brothers had the 
Stuio Photo taken – only one brother survived the war. 

I had a newspaper clipping for quite a while, was in our Courier Mail about the funds 
required for the Memorial, the 70th Anniversary being July this year.  I’m enclosing a 
donation. 

 

 
nn 

http://www.memorial.org.au/
mailto:andrea.williams@bigpond.com
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Help commemorate an 
important part of the history 

of Australia and Papua New Guinea by 
donating to the Rabaul and Montevideo 
Maru Memorial.   

Memorial News, the monthly newsletter 
of the Rabaul and Montevideo Maru 
Society, is available to all members.   

 
How to join the Society:  
Electronically:  
Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society  
BSB 082-401 Account No 16-083-2367. 
Please notify the deposit to Richard 
Saunders: Richard@isaunders.com.au 
 
By mail. Post a cheque to the Rabaul and 
Montevideo Maru Society: 
PO Box 1743, Neutral Bay NSW 2089. 
 
By credit card – please complete form at 
end of newsletter. 
 
Donations over $2 will be tax 
deductible.  They are forwarded, in 
bulk amounts, to the AWM for 
processing to the Rabaul and 
Montevideo Maru Memorial Fund.  This 
may result in a slight delay in receipts 
being returned. 
 
The Rabaul and Montevideo Maru 
Society is committed to applying all 
funds to the establishment of a Rabaul 
and Montevideo Maru Memorial. 

 

Membership/Donations  
One post or email address    - $50 
Gold membership - $100 
Life membership - $500 

 
 
NOTE: 
Do you have an email address we could 
use?  This will save both costs and 
time.  Please email:  
admin@memorial.org.au  

DVD:  THE FALL OF RABAUL & KAVIENG 

4 hours over a 2 disc set, High Definition 
format. Cost:  A$43 incl p&p within 
Australia 

This 2-disc edition of "The Fall of Rabaul 
& Kavieng" features over 10 in-depth 
interviews with those who survived 
Rabaul in 1942 - plus extensive coverage 
of the events at Parliament House, 21st 
of June 2010. 

Schindler Communications has pledged $3 
per unit donation for every copy sold of 
THE TRAGEDY OF THE MONTEVIDEO MARU 
and THE STORY OF THE KRAIT until the 
30TH June 2012 to the Rabaul and 
Montevideo Maru Society. To purchase 
this DVD visit:  www.thefallofrabaul.com 
or phone: 0418 740182 

 

RECRUIT PEOPLE AS MEMBERS 

The Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society 
has 500 members.  Please encourage 
family and friends to join and to receive 
this monthly newsletter by emailing 
Andrea Williams  
andrea.williams@bigpond.com or writing 
to the Society c/- Jackson Wells Pty Ltd, 
PO Box 1743, Neutral Bay NSW 2089 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 
2012 – 70th ANNIVERSARIES – 
You can help! 

1 July 2012 is a pivotal day on which you 
can help to further publicise the story of 
what happened in Rabaul, the islands of 
New Guinea and on the Montevideo 
Maru. 

We ask all members to contact their local 
newspaper(s), as well as ABC and 
commercial radio/TV stations and 
historical societies to talk about the 
tragic and little known events of 
1942?  These could for instance include 
the invasion itself, the POWs and civilian 
internees, the nurses, Tol massacre, the 
sinking of the Montevideo Maru, the long 
wait by relatives for news of their loved 
ones and the affect this had on their 
lives. 

mailto:admin@memorial.org.au
http://www.thefallofrabaul.com/
mailto:andrea.williams@bigpond.com
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MEMORIAL NOTICEBOARD 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO MEMORIAL NEWS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 
E: andrea.williams@bigpond.com Or P O Box 1743 Neutral Bay NSW 2089 

REGISTER YOUR MEMORABILIA 

Register your New Guinea Islands, Rabaul and Montevideo Maru memorabilia with Lindsay Cox at 

The Salvation Army Heritage Centre. Contact lindsay.cox@salvationarmy.org or write to PO Box 

18137, Collins Street East, Melbourne VIC 8000. 

MEMBERSHIP/DONATION 

Life - $500     Gold - $100     Ordinary - $50 

HOW TO REMIT FUNDS TO THE SOCIETY 

BY INTERNET: Transfer funds to the Society’s bank account BSB 082-401 Account No 16-083-2367. 

Notify your deposit in an email to: Richard@isaunders.com.au 

BY MAIL: Cheques to Rabaul & Montevideo Maru Society at PO Box 1743, Neutral Bay NSW 2089. All 

funds devoted to constructing a memorial at the Australian War Memorial 

BY CREDIT CARD: 

CREDIT CARD AUTHORISATION FORM                             

Card type:                                               

Credit card number: ____________   ____________   ____________   ____________ 

Expiry date: _______ / _______   CVV: _______ 

      Last 3 digits on back of credit card 

Amount to be charged: $ _____________ 

Complete mailing address: 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________  State:_____________ Postcode:_____________ 

Email Address: _____________________________________________________ 

Name on card: ______________________________________________________ 

Signature: ________________________________________________ 

Description of what is being paid for: 

http://www.facebook.com/RabaulAndMontevideoMaruSociety 

Memorial News is produced for the information of members of the Rabaul and Montevideo Maru 
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DAWN SERVICE ANZAC DAY ADDRESS AT RABAUL 

PHIL AINSWORTH 

25TH APRIL, 2012 

Good morning - Your Excellency’s, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, Boys and 
Girls. 

Anzac Day is the day the people of Australia and New Zealand remember their dead, the 
fallen in war.  

Today, we have present many Australian visitors making a pilgrimage to this focal point, 
Rabaul, which led to the death of their siblings, fathers, grandfathers and uncles. 

It is the anniversary of the day in 1915 when soldiers of the Australian and New Zealand 
Army Corps landed on the beaches of Gallipoli.  

It is 70 years, 3months and 2 days since the invasion of Rabaul by the Japanese.  

In just a few hours, the Prime Minister of Australia and other dignitaries will be taking part 
in the Dawn Service at ANZAC Cove, together with veterans and thousands of old and 
young Australians and New Zealanders, to commemorate that day 97 years ago when the 
ANZAC legend was born. 

As we are gathered in this beautiful setting beside the magnificent Simpson Harbour, 
which has seen its share of war and suffering, we know that in cities and towns around 
Australia and New Zealand people are gathering at their own war memorials to remember 
the dead - around memorials which often bear a list of names so disproportionate to the 
size of those communities. 

We can try to imagine the scene at Gallipoli on this day 97 years ago. Australian soldiers 
went ashore first. Late in the morning the New Zealanders landed to support their 
Australian comrades. Both suffered terrible losses.  

We can try to imagine the scene here just over 70 years ago when 1,400 Australians 
soldiers, just over there on the western side of the Harbour, faced the overwhelming 
Japanese invading force.  Chaos was everywhere, soldiers separated from their units and 
units separated from their commanders. 

Like many operations of World War 1, the Gallipoli invasion, however arguably brilliant in 
conception, was inadequately planned and inefficiently directed by politicians and 
generals who were not Australian or New Zealanders. It became the graveyard for the 
bodies of thousands of our best men. 

The defence of Rabaul was also ineptly planned and directed by Australian politicians, 
generals and officers.  It also became the focal point for the loss of the majority of the 
Australian force, during the invasion and aftermath, culminating in the tragedy of the 
Montevideo Maru.  

We commemorate today, therefore, no military triumph - but the more humbling triumph 
of the human spirit - valour, courage, loyalty and self sacrifice of those who did their 
duty. They are a source of pride to everyone.  

Today, we remember too, the sacrifices made at Gallipoli by British, French and Indian 
troops. We pay tribute to the Turks who suffered appalling losses, so bravely defending 
their homeland. 
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We also pay tribute today to the many Papua New Guineans who lost their lives in a war 
not of their making; for those who served in many endeavours, as soldiers, as policemen, 
as carriers, as labourers and the villagers who so loyally supported the Allies. 

Gallipoli made us think about who we were. After Gallipoli, we measured ourselves 
alongside and against the best, and found, we were not wanting. 

At Gallipoli it is said Australia and New Zealand became nations. The 25th of April 1915 is 
part of what it means to be an Australian or New Zealander.  ANZAC is part of our 
identity. 

Although ANZAC Day started as a day of remembrance for those who fought and died in 
World War 1, it has come to be a commemoration day for our fallen in all wars, on land, 
sea and in the air. 

The fallen lie, not only in Gallipoli, but in hundreds of burial sites where they fought and 
died, including Papua New Guinea.  Since 1966 it is the practice to repatriate our fallen to 
Australia for interment.  

The graves of many of our fallen are unknown, on mountain tops, in jungles, and beneath 
the sea. This is particularly relevant to the loved ones of many of us gathered here 
today.  They lie in unknown places in many lands and oceans - but they are not forgotten. 

The spirit of ANZAC is based on values held in common by both countries - mateship, 
courage, equality, self-sacrifice and loyalty. 

Today, as well as commemorating the fallen from past wars, we also think about our 
soldiers, men and women, who are presently serving in Afghanistan, Iraq, Timor and 
Solomon Islands. We particularly think of those who have died or have been maimed in 
these engagements. 

Our defence personnel also play their part in humanitarian relief and reconstruction when 
our countries and our neighbours are struck by natural disasters. 

The enduring partnership between Australia and New Zealand, bonded in war, continues 
today in our family, business, cultural and sporting ties. We are neighbours and best of 
friends; we have our differences, but we are mates. 

It is the duty of all of us that those who lost their lives in service did not do so in vain. 

Perhaps the words of Kemal Ataturk, the Turkish Commander at Gallipoli and founder of 
the Turkish Republic are as relevant today as when they were first spoken. They are also a 
comfort to grieving families of the fallen and an offer of gracious reconciliation. 

“You the mothers, who sent their sons from faraway countries, wipe away your tears. 

Your sons are now lying in our bosom and at peace.  

After having lost their sons on this land, they become our sons too". 
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WELCOME SPEECH AT THE MONTEVIDEO MARU MEMORIAL SERVICE 

GUY CAMERON 

25 APRIL 2012 

Welcome everyone.   I would like to begin by acknowledging the dislocation and the 

suffering of the local, native people of New Britain, who suffered alongside our citizens 

and servicemen during the Japanese occupation of Rabaul.  We will not forget you. 

This part of the morning is dedicated to those who lost their lives on the Montevideo Maru 

in July, 1942.  First, let me offer an international background, a perspective, to the 

captive passenger’s lives.   Let me tell you what a dark stage the prisoners of war boarding 

the Montevideo Maru were cast upon. 

If they felt without hope, without support and left to their own fates; this is why.  They 

embarked on the 22nd of June, 1942, the shortest day of the year and the exact 

anniversary of the day that Hitler’s armies invaded the Soviet Union one year before.  

They must have had some idea that the armies of the Third Reich controlled lands from 

North Africa to the English Channel and from the Balkans to the Arctic Circle and were 

now in the outer suburbs of Moscow.  They would certainly have been aware that the 

Nazi’s axis partner, Imperial Japan, had destroyed Pearl Harbour, captured Singapore and 

sunk both Britain’s capital warships; The Prince of Wales and Repulse in a short few 

months. 

The boys and men boarding the Montevideo Maru had every reason to believe that their 

world had ended and a new, much crueller one was upon them.  Who were these men and 

boys, forced below decks on that fateful 7,000 tonne Jap Merchantman? 

History tells us that they were probably in the wrong place at the wrong time.  Surely, 

they realised that they were in the path of a military tsunami and probably understood 

any resistance would be symbolic, rather than real.  The majority were soldiers of the 2nd 

22nd Battalion, the First Independent Company, the New Guinea Volunteer Rifles and other 

supporting units dubbed “Lark Force”.   There were missionaries, businessmen, planters 

and Government administrators, and not least, Norwegian sailors who had survived the 

sinking of the Herstein in Rabaul Harbour some months before. Almost needless to say 

most of the 1,053 who boarded the Montevideo Maru were young men under the age of 23 

innocent, inexperienced and on their first excursions from home.  

When Lt Commander William “Bull” Wright fired four torpedoes from his submarine, USS 

Sturgeon, at 1am on April 1st 1942 at a Japanese freighter off the Philippines coast, he had 

no idea that he had sealed the fate of 1053 souls; so precious to their nation, loved by 

their families and friends, honoured by comrades.   He did his job and in so doing, 

described this terrible tragedy. 

The sinking of the Montevideo Maru was a tragic event in Australia’s military and civil 

history but symbolic of the sacrifice that democracies are sometimes called upon to make 

in Freedom’s name. 

Lest we forget. 
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SPEECH AT THE MONTEVIDEO MARU MEMORIAL SERVICE 

PHIL AINSWORTH 

25TH APRIL, 2012 

MESSAGE FROM NORM FURNESS, PRESIDENT OF 2/22ND / LARK FORCE IS 
INCLUDED 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, Boys and Girls. 

This is the 70th Anniversary year of the sinking of the Montevideo Maru when over 1,000 
Australian servicemen and civilians died.  

On the 22nd of June 1942, somewhere along this magnificent shoreline of Simpson 
Harbour, perhaps near where we are standing, a young mixed race boy, Rudy Buckley, was 
fanning cooking fires for the Japanese when he saw a group of Australian men marching to 
the wharves to board barges to be taken to the ship out in the harbour.  Rudy followed the 
group and, just before boarding, an Australian soldier threw a handkerchief to 
Rudy.  Incidentally, Rudy's dad died a short time later as a result of an injury caused by 
the Japanese for whom he worked. Rudy enlisted in the Papua New Guinea Volunteer 
Rifles after the war and later migrated to Australia, where he lives today.  About four 
years ago Rudy, who was an avid collector of war memorabilia, gave the handkerchief to 
our New Guinea Volunteer Rifles Military Museum in Brisbane. In the corner of the 
handkerchief there is written, in indeligable black ink in his own hand writing,  the 
soldier's name and number, B O' Neil   VX 19523 . The khaki coloured handkerchief was 
framed and is now one of the most prized pieces in the Museum. Rudy is too frail to 
consider venturing to Rabaul for this commemoration. The exhibit also contains 
correspondence between Barry O'Neil and his girlfriend.  Sadly the two were never to 
meet again. 

O'Neil like the other 1,052 prisoners on the Montevideo Maru perished when the unmarked 
ship was torpedoed by a US submarine off the Philippines coast on the way to Hainan 
Island nine days later, early in the morning of the 1st July 1942. 

The tragedy of the Montevideo Maru will forever be linked with events of those killed in 
the defence of Rabaul and the New Guinea Islands. It remains Australia’s greatest 
maritime tragedy. 

Many other Australians lost their lives during and in the aftermath of the Japanese 
invasion in January 1942. Some were executed while trying to escape. Over 150 were 
massacred at Tol Plantation, and others succumbed to illness and hunger. Most became 
prisoners of war, their fate unknown to family and friends until 1945.  The servicemen 
were from Lark Force made up of the 2/22 Infantry Battalion and ancillary units 
supporting the force.  There were over 130 from 1 Independent Company whose 
Headquarters was in Kavieng and at least 34 militia from the New Guinea Volunteer Rifles 
and several men from the Navy and Air force. The 200 civilians came from all walks of life 
associated with a colonial plantation economy;   administrators, bankers, traders, 
plantation managers, tradesmen and missionaries, including about 30 Norwegian seamen 
captured after the sinking of the Herstein. 

In addition to these dead, at least 1,000 others, Americans, New Zealanders, British, 
Chinese, Malay and Indian prisoners and forced labourers of other nationalities were 
murdered.  An unknown number of Paua New Guineans were also murdered by the 
occupiers, in a war not of their choosing. 
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Many will be aware of the Tol Plantation Massacre which occurred over the 3rd and 4th 
February, 1942 in the Wide Bay area of New Britain, but who were these murderers and 
what happened to them? 

The perpetrators of this crime were from the 3rd Infantry Battalion of the 144 Infantry 
Regiment.   

The 144 Infantry Regiment took part in the original invasion of Rabaul on 23 January 1942 
and, in early March, was involved in the capture of Lae and Salamaua. It also formed the 
invasion force at Buna and Gona on 21st and 22nd July.  It fought the whole Kokoda 
campaign until the Regiment was destroyed, west of the Kumusi River. Few, if any, 
prisoners were being taken at this stage of the battle.  The last to be destroyed , on the 
11th and 12th November 1942 , was the depleted  3rd/ 144 Infantry Battalion, the 
perpetrators, by B and D Companies of 2/31 Infantry Battalion, AIF, about 2 km east of 
Gorari on the Kumusi / Kokoda Track. Only one officer of the 3rd / 144 Infantry Regiment 
survived the war. The others were either killed in action or suicided after they found they 
were under investigation for the crime. 

No war crime trial for the Tol Plantation Massacre was ever held. 

Almost all European women and children and men over military age were hurridly 
evacuated to and around Australia by the end of 1942. They arrived with few possessions, 
if any, and in many cases were treated like refugees in their own country - little, if any, 
assistance was given except by family and voluntary organisations. They had hurriedly left 
their community, their homes, their men, their friends, their income source, their 
possessions - they were dispossessed and yet had to wait for over three years to hear of 
the fate of their men. Most of us do not or cannot imagine the depth of despair faced by 
those on this side of the tragedy, and it happened in Australia.  

To make it worse, nobody in Australia knew about this tragedy nor did they care - it was 
as if it did not happen. How can grief be managed if there is no public or private 
acknowledgement and no community support? 

Unbelievably, these unfortunate people were made to bear a sense of shame for what 
happened. 

It was early 2009, when a small group decided to do something about it, the group known 
today as the Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society. 

Suffice to say a larger part of the Australian Community is now aware of this tragedy; the 
isolated affected families have realised there are others with similar problems and have to 
a degree been brought together to share their grief and isolation;  both Houses of the 
Federal Government have acknowledged through resolutions the sacrifice and loss of their 
men and passed on their condolences to the families ;   a Rabaul & Montevideo Maru 
National Memorial will be dedicated in the grounds of the Australian War Memorial , 
Canberra on 1st July 2012, the 70th Anniversary of the sinking , with the Governor General 
attending and giving the key speech; there is a permanent exhibit of the events in the 
Australian War Memorial ; steps have been taken to have the events become part of the 
school curriculum throughout Australia so future generations do not forget; and moves 
have been made to have the site of the sinking to be proclaimed a War Grave Site, but this 
cannot occur until at least Australia and the Philippines execute a United Nations Treaty.  
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Norm Furness, the President of the 2/22 Battalion / Lark Force Association was unable to 
be here today and has asked for his letter to be read: 

"On this the 70th Anniversary of the Japanese landings in Rabaul and the tragic loss of so 
many lives, we pause to let these men know that they will never be forgotten, not only 
by the people present here today but also by so many relations in Australia that were 
unable to join you here today. 

On behalf of the 2/22 Battalion/Lark Force Association I can assure you all that our 
memories never go away and the very few of us left are here with you in spirit today. 
Personally my memories of Rabaul are part of my thoughts every day. I recall the good, 
the bad, and the ugly moments of my twelve months on New Britain, and the faces of my 
lost mates linger with me forever. 

The good was the beautiful place Rabaul was in March 1941, the lovely friendly local 
residents plus friendly Chinatown, the Pacific Hotel with host Ernie Banks, the 
Cosmopolitan Hotel on the other corner. 

The bad was the volcano Matupit with all the dust and ash and how we became the 
“Forgotten Force”. The ugly was what happened after the invasion; the brutality of the 
Japs and finally the loss of all our POW’s and civilians on the prison ship Montevideo 
Maru. 

Have a wonderful service and I am only sorry that I am not part of it.  

Lest we Forget". 

Australia has belatedly awakened to the needs of the stricken families. The Federal 
Government kick started the fundraising for the National Memorial with a $100,000 
donation and this was generously matched with a $100,000 donation from the Government 
of Papua New Guinea. The balance of the $400,000 fundraising was made up from 
subscriptions and donations from Society members and friends as well as from wealthy 
individuals and companies, some of which were Papua New Guinean based.  

The Memorial will give the families and friends a national physical point of reference or 
symbol to share their grief and commemorate the sacrifice of their men. 

The memorial's design and the accompanying plaque will be a fitting national display of 
acknowledgement for the deeds and sacrifice of the men. 

They will not be forgotten again! 
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RABAUL SPEECH MONTEVIDEO MARU MEMORIAL SERVICE 

ANDREA WILLIAMS 

25 APRIL, 2012 

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentleman, and friends. 

Firstly I wish to thank Mr Manuai for the very warm welcome to Rabaul and to the choir 
for their beautiful singing. 

I join with you in remembrance of those from Rabaul and the nearby New Guinea islands 
who died with the sinking of the Montevideo Maru on 1 July 1942, nearly 70 years ago.    

Many servicemen and many civilians who had been responsible for the development of 
New Guinea during the previous 20 years, prior to the commencement of WWII hostilities 
here, died; men from almost every business in Rabaul and surrounding islands.  

What happened here has been too easy to ignore and yet it was one of the most shocking 
stories of WWII in the Pacific. 

Prior to WWII Rabaul had been the administrative centre of New Guinea with elegant 
buildings and wide tree lined streets.  It prospered as a vibrant regional headquarters, 
with a multicultural population, the largest town in NG.i   

The mandates granted to both Australia and Japan by the League of Nations imposed 
certain restrictions which precluded the establishment of fortifications or military or naval 
bases.  It also precluded military training of local inhabitants other than for the purpose of 
maintaining local law and order.  Unlike Japan, which set up huge military and naval bases 
in Micronesia, Australia obeyed this - however it did develop an outlying fringe of garrisons 
as a result of which Lark Force was sent to Rabaul; Gull Force to Ambon and Sparrow 
Force to Timor.  A commando unit, the 1 Independent Company garrisoned New Ireland.  
The New Guinea Volunteer Rifles was formed in Rabaul, a civilian militia unit. 

A hurried decision was made on 12 December 1941 to evacuate Australian women and 
children before Christmas.  Boys over 16 remained in Rabaul but in a few cases younger 
boys stayed.   

Many families were given only a few hours to pack a small overnight style bag.  Residents 
of Rabaul know the ferocity of the Nor’west monsoon season – and it was in full swing, 
making sea travel difficult and dangerous.  The last women and children departed on 8 
January 1942 despite the first bombs having fallen on the 4th.  

On reaching Australia the evacuees were scattered in all directions.  Whilst rumours 
caused anxiety, never once did the civilian families give up hope that they would be 
reunited with their men.  As war ended and the months still passed with no news, their 
hope quickly turned to horror and then – years of silence.  

Many men lost their lives on the other side of this beautiful harbour in the initial landing, 
or later as they attempted to escape and get back to Australia.  Disaster had struck 
quickly and had an immediate effect. 

Coastwatching activities had been revitalised in 1939 by Eric Feldt of the Royal Australian 
Navy.  He had recruited men who really knew PNG and provided them with new teleradio 
sets.  Many coastwatchers, at great personal risk, warned of impending attacks in the New 
Guinea islands and engaged in guerrilla warfare - and many lost their lives.  We are 
fortunate to have two of these gentlemen with us today, Jim Burrowes and Mat Foley. 
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On 20 March 1942 214 men escaped the Witu Islands on board the Lakatoi and the Gnair, 
arriving in Cairns eight days later.  On 9 April 1942 153 Rabaul survivors were picked up 
from Jacquinot Bay on the MV Laurabada, the former official yacht of the Administrator of 
Papua, and taken to Port Moresby arriving three days later. 

Some fortunate men reached Australia over a period of months in the bush, but many 
were killed at Tol and in other tragic circumstances as they attempted escape and, after 
five months as prisoners, over 1000 lost their lives on the Montevideo Maru.   

Many of those who survived owe their lives to a few who knew the rugged bush outside 
Rabaul and who had the fortitude to lead – to Keith McCarthy, a pre-war and post-war 
kiap, and to two men whose sons are with us today – to Frank Holland and to Bill Harry.  
Assistance to those attempting escape was given by both the New Guinean and Chinese 
communities.   

As Sir Henry Chow, then Mayor of Rabaul, said in his speech in 1972 commemorating the 
30th anniversary:   

‘The mental anguish and physical fear were terrible on the people.  There was practically 
no one who had not experienced a bullet or rocket exploding within five yards of them or 
a bomb exploding within fifty yards.   

My grandmother and aunt, then 11 years old, were amongst those evacuated from Rabaul 
on 22 December 1941.  It was 30 October 1945 when official advice was received that my 
grandfather and great uncle were dead.  Nearly four years after having last heard from 
their men a brief telegram was received advising of their deaths in 1942, 3 ½ years 
earlier. 

Questions were asked but not satisfactorily answered.  There was no formal enquiry and 
families were left to get on with their lives, not knowing or understanding how, where or 
when their men died…and, so, the controversy around these tragic circumstances grew. 

Through efforts by the Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society and supporting stakeholders 
such as 2/22nd Lark Force Association, NGVR/PNGVR Association and the Papua New 
Guinea Association of Australia, families are now divulging little pieces of information – 
letters from the men, photographs and memorabilia - and these are important in 
contributing to this incredible story.  Only by talking about it will we keep this history 
alive. 

It is very special to see so many relatives here in Rabaul – it’s wonderful to see Ailsa 
Nisbet and Doreen Mansley Beadle who both lost brothers, Eileen Lapthorne who lost her 
husband, Jim Burrowes who also lost his two brothers, and many who lost father’s and 
uncles.   On a personal note I am delighted to share this special occasion and represent 
our family, the Coote family, with my cousin Ally Martell. 

The plaque dedicated by the Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society at the Hellships 
Memorial, Subic Bay, Philippines, in 2009 began a journey of greater acknowledgment 
starting when the first memorial was dedicated in Rabaul in 1946.  With a national 
memorial at the Australian War Memorial to be dedicated in Canberra on 1 July this year, 
and the remembrance stones here in Rabaul, we now know that the courage of these men 
will remain a significant part of our PNG and Australian national histories. 
1
 RMvM Submission 
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