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SOCIETY UPDATE 
PHIL AINSWORTH 

Work has begun on both the memorial 
and the preparation of the site at the 
Australian War Memorial.  The Advisory 
Group had a meeting at the AWM, 
Canberra in February.  Strong demand to 
attend the luncheon on June 30 has 
resulted in a decision to change the 
venue to accommodate more guests.  
The luncheon will now be held at 
Rydges Lakeside Hotel, Canberra. (See 
further information on page 2.) If you 
wish to attend I encourage you to confirm 
as soon as possible.   

Since the funds have been raised and 
most, if not all, of the main decisions 
concerning the Memorial and its 
dedication over the end of the financial 
year weekend are now in place, it is 
timely to direct attention towards the 
structure and objects of the Society, post 
July 2012. At this time the Society will 
have completed its objectives or, at least 
the ones which it is able to change and a 
spill of the executive members may be 
expected. This will almost certainly 
create a change in the level of 
sponsorship which the Society presently 
experiences. 

The outstanding objectives are those 
concerning the site of the sinking of the 
Montevideo Maru by declaring it a war 
grave and having the story of Rabaul and 

Montevideo Maru encompassed into the 
Australian school curriculum; the first not 
possible until both the Australian and 
Philippino Governments execute the 
appropriated United Nations Agreement; 
and the second because others have 
decided there are more important issues/ 
events than the Montevideo Maru to be 
included. 

The present executive has planned to 
leave a funding legacy to the Society 
should it be decided for the Society to 
endure. If it does, the Society will need a 
purpose or new objectives. These could 
be continuing to work towards achieving 
the two outstanding goals, as well as 
facilitating on going social, physical and 
perhaps, financial support to the direct 
descendants of the victims. Perhaps the 
funding of relevant scholarships for 
children of direct relatives of the victims 
or for Papuan New Guineans who live in 
the areas which were directly affected by 
the events the Society commemorates. 
There are likely to be other objectives 
once the members put their minds to the 
issue. 

The type and number of objectives 
established will influence the extent and 
intensity of the involvement of members 
and executives. This in turn will suggest 
the likely structure which will best suit 
the goals set. These options cover a wide 
range from doing nothing and closing the 
Society down to continuing under the 
present structure with amended 
objectives. Another way would be to 
amalgamate with a kindred organisation 
such as the PNGAA or the NGVR & PNGVR 
Association, if these organisations wished 
to do so. Members are encouraged to 
submit their thoughts in writing to 
"Memorial News" so a consensus may be 
developed when the time comes to vote 
and implement the necessary changes. 
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JAPANESE HAND OVER 
AUSTRALIAN POW NAME CARDS  

Japan has provided further information 
compiled during World War Two about 
Australian prisoners of war.  

The POW Cards and associated records 
were first offered to Australia and its 
wartime allies in 1953.  Britain, America, 
and the Republic of China quickly 
accepted but, after a delay of 18 months, 
the Menzies Government declined the 
offer. 

It said it already had sufficient 
information. In fact, it had no idea of the 
fate of many Australian POWs.  

The release of the ‘Personal Detail 
Cards’, just before this newsletter was 
distributed, could end a mystery and 
years of waiting for some Australian 
families.  

The cards provide personal details and 
when and where the POWs were 
interned. They could prove, for instance, 
who exactly was on the Montevideo Maru 
when the ship was sunk on 1 July 1942.  

The transfer of the cards was suggested 
by a Japanese NGO to its Government in 
late 2010 hoping to promote amiable 
relations between Japan and Australia. 

According to reports from Tokyo some 
4,497 Name Cards and a total of 16 
items, including the nominal rolls of 
POWs and internees, were handed to 
Australian officials on 19 March 2012.  

The Society has written to the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs asking when the cards 
and documents will be available. 

ANZAC DAY, 25 April, 2012 
Please contact your local newspaper and 
ABC and tell your story.  Remind them 
that this is the 70th Anniversary of the fall 
of Rabaul and the New Guinea islands 
including the sinking of the Montevideo 
Maru, Australia’s greatest maritime 
disaster.  Let them know that the Rabaul 
and Montevideo Maru Memorial will be 
dedicated at the Australian War Memorial 
in Canberra on 1 July 2012. 

BIG RESPONSE FORCES CHANGE 
OF LUNCHEON VENUE  

DON HOOK 

The response to this year’s luncheon 
has been so great that we’ve had to 
move to a new venue.   

Last year we had 156 people to lunch at 
the National Press Club (NPC); this year 
on Saturday 30 June we will have over 
400 at Rydges Lakeside.  

The NPC did its best to accommodate us 
but in the end it was not possible to take 
more than 290.  Rydges Lakeside can seat 
up to 800 in its three adjoining dining 
areas. 

The timings will be the same as last year: 
12 noon for 12.30pm with lunch served at 
1.00pm following words of welcome from 
our MC Ray Martin and Society President 
Phil Ainsworth.  

A seating plan will be displayed at the 
hotel. The meal will be a two-course 
alternate serve – roasted chicken with 
herbs and peppercorn resolution, and 
roasted Angus sirloin with red wine 
sauce. The dessert options will be sticky 
date pudding, and a selection of fresh 
fruit served with cream. Tea and coffee 
will be served after the address by the 
keynote speaker.  Vegetarian and gluten 
free options will be available on request.  

There is free parking close to the hotel, 
access for wheelchairs, and lifts to the 
dining area.  

Many Society members have taken 
advantage of a special offer by Rydges 
Lakeside and are staying at the hotel 
over the weekend.  

On Sunday 1 July the dedication of the 
Rabaul & Montevideo Maru Memorial will 
take place during an open air service at 
the Australian War Memorial. 

The service will begin at 11.30am but 
people should be seated by 11.15am. 

The Salvation Army’s Melbourne Staff 
Band will play before, during and after 
the service. 

Mugs of hot soup, sandwiches, slices, tea 
and coffee will be available at a nearby 
marquee.   
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DOCTOR’S ADVICE:  
‘BE PREPARED FOR CANBERRA’ 

The Principal Medical Adviser to the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, Dr 
Graeme Killer AO, has warned those 
attending the dedication of the Rabaul 
and Montevideo Maru Memorial to be 
prepared for Canberra’s winter weather.   

He said it was worth remembering that 
the heaters come on in Canberra by 
ANZAC Day and by 1 July, even in the 
middle of the day, the weather can be 
cold and blustery and sometimes wet.   

“I urge all of those who are attending to 
be well prepared for the unpredictability 
of Canberra’s winter weather. In other 
words, rug up, it will almost certainly be 
cold and even bitterly cold.” 

Dr Killer said persons with a disability 
should consider a knee rug when sitting 
for a considerable period in a chair.  

He said he always wore a hat or beret 
because so much body heat was lost 
through the scalp area.  

And, he said: “If you have problems with 
mobility, don’t forget your walking 
stick.” 

PNG TOURIST VISA – either apply before 

leaving Australia, through the High 

Commission in Canberra or Consulates in 

Sydney and Brisbane, or purchase it at 

Port Moresby International Airport on 

arrival.  You will need K100 to do this - it 

would be quicker if you already hold the 

K100 on arrival as it takes time to 

convert money and then apply for a visa, 

particularly if you have a connecting 

flight.  The visa may be purchased on 

arrival at the right side of the terminal 

inside the arrivals area. 

 

ANZAC DAY RABAUL 

INFORMATION  

Wreaths – Please either bring your own or 
Rabaul Hotel can organise these at $30 
per wreath.  Orders need to be emailed 
by 22 April to:   
rabaulhotel@global.net.pg 

Shuttle buses:  Rabaul Hotel is organising 
shuttle buses to and from the memorials 
and between Rabaul and Kokopo.  Please 
advise either Susie McGrade at Rabaul 
Hotel E: rabaulhotel@global.net.pg  or 
Andrea Williams E:  
admin@memorial.org.au which hotel you 
are staying so buses can be arranged. 
 
Dress is COOL, SMART, CASUAL.  A hat or 
umbrella is a good idea during the day 
and comfortable shoes  

The Gunfire Breakfast is kindly co- 
hosted by the PNGVR Association, the 
Rabaul RSL and the Rabaul Historical 
Society – with thanks. 

The Rabaul Hotel and the Rabaul 
Historical Society  are generously 
sponsoring the  events to ensure that all 
visitors have a memorable trip to Rabaul.  
If you feel you might like to make a 
donation to assist the Rabaul Historical 
Society it would help considerably and be 
most welcome.   

If you are paying for a wreath or making 
a donation, please make the payment to 
the account below.   

New Guinea Club Inc. 
12 Central Avenue, Rabaul 
ANZ Bank, Kokopo branch,   
Williams Street, East New Britain, PNG 
SWIFT CODE: ANZBPGPX 
BSB & ACCOUNT NO  
# 018:  905 : 0011410415 

Mementoes – Special t-shirts 
commemorating the 70th anniversary are 
being produced for purchase in Rabaul. 

  

mailto:rabaulhotel@global.net.pg
mailto:rabaulhotel@global.net.pg
mailto:admin@memorial.org.au
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PHOTOS FROM THE FRED MANSLEY COLLECTION 
With thanks to Doreen Mansley Beadle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interior of our hut before our beds were made. 29 May 1941 
 

 
Part of the Botanical Gardens.  The main entrance is at the far end of the road.  The building on 

the left is the Aviary.  6 November 1941 
 

 
Back L-R:Neill Callaghan, Lt Allen, Don Crowley 

Front L-R: Jim Walker, Fred Mansley, Eric Newton 
Rabaul 21 August 1941 
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DEDICATION OF RABAUL AND MONTEVIDEO  
MARU MEMORIAL AND 70th ANNIVERSARY MEMORIAL LUNCHEON –  
30 JUNE/1JULY 2012, CANBERRA 

The dedication of the Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Memorial will be held on 1 July 2012. 

The Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society will also be hosting a luncheon at Rydges 
Lakeside Hotel in Canberra on Saturday 30 June 2012.  Seating at Rydges Lakeside will be 
limited and therefore the first confirmed replies, with payment, will be those accepted.    

SATURDAY 30 June 2012 

Luncheon 12nn – 5pm (Drinks will be available from a cash bar) 

Venue:  Rydges Lakeside Hotel, 1 London Circuit, Canberra ACT 2601 

Guest speaker: To be advised 

COST of lunch on Saturday $60 per person - Payment will confirm booking. 

PLEASE RSVP as soon as possible and prior to 8 June 2012. 

To confirm, please contact Andrea Williams and provide her with this information: 

§         The full name of each person who wishes to attend. 

§         The age of each person who wishes to attend (optional but helpful). 

§ Any mobility issue 

§         The full postal address, phone number (home and mobile) and email of each    
person who wishes to attend. 

§         The relationship, if any, of the person to the events of 1942 (if you did not 
attend a previous event in Canberra in 2010/2011). 

§         The address and phone number, where each person intends to stay while in 
Canberra. 

§         Any other people you are travelling with. 

Even if you do not have all this information at this stage, please tell us what you 
can. 

Andrea’s contact details are:  Ph:  02 9449 4129/0409 031 889 

E:  andrea.williams@bigpond.com 24 Melaleuca Drive, St Ives, NSW 2075 

Payment can be made to the Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society as follows: 

Electronically. Transfer funds to the Society’s bank account:  

Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society  

BSB 082-401 Account 16-083-2367. Bank NAB. 

Please include your name and the words ‘Memorial 70’ for this deposit.  Also, please 
notify the deposit by email to:  richard@isaunders.com.au.  

By mail. Cheque to Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society, PO Box 1743, Neutral Bay NSW 
2089. 

By Visa or Mastercard – details at end of newsletter. 

SUNDAY 1 July 2012  

Dedication of the Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Memorial 

Australian War Memorial, Canberra ACT – 11.30am.  Please be seated by 11.15am 

Light refreshments will be served after the service. 

mailto:andrea.williams@bigpond.com
mailto:richard@isaunders.com.au
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ANZAC DAY RABAUL 25 APRIL 2012 

Susie McGrade has put together the following itinerary for those interested in travelling to 
Rabaul for ANZAC DAY 2012.  It would be appreciated if ALL those travelling to Rabaul 
for Anzac Day could please reconfirm arrival, departure and accommodation details – 
including flight numbers – to Susie please, so that correct numbers can be catered for 
at functions and including the hire of buses to transport people on Anzac Day. 
E: rabaulhotel@global.net.pg or write to: PO Box 1, Rabaul, ENBP, PNG. 
 
MONDAY 23rd APRIL   4.40 pm PNGVR Group and Matt Foley arrive Tokua Airport, 

Rabaul - Welcome by Dignitaries at Tokua Airport. 

                                 6.00 pm Rabaul Hotel: WELCOME RECEPTION by Gerry (PNGVR) & 
Joyce McGrade & family, Rabaul Hotel. 

TUESDAY 24th APRIL                RABAUL LAND TOUR 

TUESDAY 24th APRIL  
        6- 8:00 pm RABAUL HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

   Welcome Reception at the New Guinea Club 

ANZAC DAY  
WEDNESDAY 25th APRIL 5:00 am    
    DAWN SERVICE at the Rabaul RSL Cenotaph, Rabaul, 

conducted by the Rabaul Historical Society 

    See note below regarding wreaths 

    Commemoration Service of the 70th Anniversary of the 
tragedy of the Montevideo Maru – Montevideo Maru 
Memorial Rabaul Town waterfront (Walk or Shuttle bus) 

    Rabaul Yacht Club for Gunfire Breakfast (Walk or Shuttle 
bus to venue). Sponsored by PNGVR Association, Rabaul 
RSL and Rabaul Historical Society 

                            11:00 am     Service at Bitapaka 
Conducted by Australian High Commission. 

                                               BUFFET LUNCH at RALUM CLUB, home of Queen Emma.  

                              4.30 pm     Boarding Ship in Rabaul Town – Frangipannis will be 
scattered on Simpson Harbour at sundown in honour of all 
those who tragically lost their lives aboard the 
Montevideo Maru (sponsored by Agmark Shipping) 

                              7.00 pm     COMMEMORATION DINNER – Rabaul Hotel AU$20 
    All welcome.  Guests to pay own beverages  

Transport:  Rabaul Historical Society has kindly organised buses to pick guests up from 
Kokopo hotels at 4.15am on Anzac Day, 25 April.  The bus picking you up will be allocated 
to you for the whole day, including return travel for the Commemoration Dinner.   

Note: Remember to order and pay for wreaths by 22 April   E: rabaulhotel@global.net.pg 

Payments for Commemoration Dinner ($20pp), wreaths ($30) and perhaps a donation 
to the Rabaul Historical Society to: 
New Guinea Club Inc., 12 Central Avenue, Rabaul 
ANZ Bank, Kokopo branch, Williams Street, East New Britain, PNG 
SWIFT CODE: ANZBPGPX 
BSB & ACCOUNT NO # 018:  905: 0011410415  

 
RABAUL HOTEL:  http://www.rabaulhotel.com.pg/ 

mailto:rabaulhotel@global.net.pg
http://www.rabaulhotel.com.pg/
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WEBSITE:  www.memorial.org.au 

MEMBERS LOG-IN ON WEBSITE 

Access archived issues of Memorial News 

All previous issues are available in the Members Only section of the website.  If you do not 
have a password please email admin@memorial.org.au 

The Members-only area also has additional photos. 

Have you any old photographs or letters, stories, or historical documents of the service 
men or civilians who lived in Rabaul and surrounding islands before WWII?  

Photos of the New Guinea islands pre-war would also be welcomed.  This information will 
help provide insights to the story of Rabaul, the New Guinea Islands and the Montevideo 
Maru. Please Email:   andrea.williams@bigpond.com 

 

STATEMENT BY MINISTER OF EXTERNAL TERRITORIES OCTOBER 1945 

With thanks to Beatrice Knight for the following documents which provide an example of 
the information sent to the families of civilians – people whose homes had been in New 
Guinea.  Her father, Dick Forsyth, was a civilian who lost his life on the Montevideo Maru. 

 

 

http://www.memorial.org.au/
mailto:andrea.williams@bigpond.com
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ROLAND (DICK) FORSYTH, born 1897, was an accountant and became Company Secretary 

to Peadon’s Garage in Rabaul.  Occasionally he would also write the ‘leaders’ for the 

Rabaul Times when the Editor, Gordon Thomas, was away.  These documents form part of 

a tribute to Dick Forsyth in the electronic tributes on the Society’s website.  The following 

is a letter Dick wrote: 

 

Tuedsay 11th February 1942 
My Darling Beloved, 
I am permitted to write you a very brief letter to let you know that I am safe and under 

the protection of the Imperial Japanese [censored].  As you will appreciate, I cannot say 

very much.  I have been suffering with stomach trouble for a few days, which has left me 

very weak, but otherwise I feel alright.  I think I must have got a chill.  Most of the chaps 

are cheerful and taking their confinement in good part.  Our conditions are not [censored] 

bad now.  I look forward to the happy day when I shall meet you all again.  Please write to 

my mother and let her know I am safe.  Please also write to the AMP Sydney about my 

insurance premium which you might be able to remit.  I hope you are still drawing your 

allotment and not worrying overmuch about me.  I also hope you got your baggage and 

that you are all well.  All my love to you, Sweetheart and Beatrice and remember me to 

all kind friends.  Looking to the happy future and hoping you will keep your pecker up.  

Your loving husband Dick 

[Note: 2nd last line - ‘all kind’ should be interpreted as pidgin, meaning ‘all sorts of’- Ed] 
The envelope is stamped ‘Service des Prisonniers de Guerre  
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LARK FORCE RETURNED TO RABAUL 1982 for the 40TH ANNIVERSARY 

 

Rabaul 1982 – 40th Anniversary.  L-R:  Bill Harry, Wally Howard, Frank Holland, Fr Franke 
and Rod Marsland (Peter Coote in background) 

nn  
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ELECTRONIC MEMORIAL 
A section on the website is being developed for individual tributes to those who defended 
the New Guinea Islands.  It would be appreciated if you could forward their name and 
Army number (if applicable), their date of birth and any photos, letters or documents that 
support their lives in Rabaul or how they managed to survive the invasion. Written articles 
are also welcome. You could consider:   
1. how this affected your family  
2. how you heard about the tragedy of the Montevideo Maru  
3. if you were evacuated, what happened? If you were assisted, what happened? 
4. the short-term and long-term difficulties you faced  
5.  your feelings both at the time and continuing to this day.   
6.  Anything else you think might be useful in telling this story 
If you would prefer information in the Members Only section of the website please 
mention this. 

Please send information to Andrea Williams at:  admin@memorial.org.au or 24 Melaleuca 
Drive, St Ives  NSW  2075.  

DO YOU RECOGNIZE ANY FACES? 

Peter Ramm’s uncle, Cpl David Franklin Smith VX 44521, is 2nd from left in the back row. 

 

 

If you know anyone in this photo please E: admin@memorial.org.au 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 
2012 – 70th ANNIVERSARIES – You can help! 

25 April, Anzac Day, is a pivotal day on which you can help to further publicise the story of 
what happened in Rabaul, the islands of New Guinea and on the Montevideo Maru. 

We ask all members to contact their local newspaper(s), as well as their ABC and 
commercial radio/TV stations, to talk about the tragic and little known events of 
1942?  These could for instance include the invasion itself, the POWs and civilian 
internees, the nurses, Tol massacre, the sinking of the Montevideo Maru, the long wait by 
relatives for news of their loved ones and the affect this had on their lives.  

Please also alert your:   State Minister for Veterans Affairs;  local councils; RSLs;  
Historical Societies 
By telling your story, this will help acknowledge what occurred and ensure the story 
becomes a lasting part of Australian history. 

mailto:admin@memorial.org.au
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JOHN SKELTON RUSSELL VX26521 

John Russell was born in 1918, the oldest of three 
children.  His sister, Nancy was born in 1919 and his 
younger brother Robert in 1920.  They were an extremely 
close and loving family. Jack (as he was known) was 
educated at Essendon Grammar and became an analytical 
chemist.  This was a reserved occupation and he could 
have avoided army service, but felt it was his duty to 
defend Australia.  He married Wilma, nee Halling, in 1940. 

He trained at Balcome, Trawool, then Bonegilla before 
arriving at Rabaul.  The posting to Rabaul was considered 
to be a garrison appointment and the preparations for 
actual war, as far as the Australian Government was 
concerned, were limited. 

He wrote weekly letters. They were well expressed and 
showed a protective nature, often writing with  humour  
so the family wouldn’t worry. 

“It’s not the best life in the world this soldiering business.  
Still the job’s here and here we stay to do it…” 

Sergeant Jack Russell was in charge of a Mortar Section at Praed Point, which was heavily 

bombed by Japanese aircraft the day before Rabaul fell. The final raid before the invasion 

was on 22 January 1942 at about 7.30 in the morning.  During this last massive attack, 

John and Lance Corporal Thomas Pilkington A Coy from Middle Park, were the first soldiers 

of the battalion to die.  Differing accounts exist as to whether John was formally buried by 

Padre May, or John’s platoon commander.  John’s father, William Russell wrote a poem 

that expresses the pain he must have felt; especially knowing he had another son in that 

same battalion (who was to eventually perish on the Montevideo Maru.) 

FAREWELL SON 
WILLIAM RUSSELL 

 
Farewell Son 

Peace be yours now duty’s done, 

Son of Mine. 

Rest in peace 

Forgive me that I wish you here, 

But you will know and understand 

You were too dear for me to let you go 

Nor shed a tear, nor shake a hand 

And see you on your way. 

Farewell son 

Farewell son and brother. 

(Farewell Dad, I am with God: 

Walk with Him too, and know we walk together) 
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Robert William Russell  VX26518 

Robert Russell was born in 1920, the youngest of three children 

in a close and loving family.  He was tall and athletic and loved 

cricket. Robert was a warm, effusive person, also very artistic.   

He was educated at Essendon Grammar and became a photo-

engraver.  This was a reserved occupation, so he could have 

evaded army service.  He was under age but wanted to join the 

2/22 Battalion with his brother John, so with youthful 

enthusiasm, he coerced his father into giving him written 

permission to join. His father, William, was reluctant, and 

having two brothers in the same battalion was something that 

would change the family forever. Robert was engaged to Jean 

Stinton. 

John and Robert trained at Balcome, Trawool, then Bonegilla 

before arriving at Rabaul.  The 2/22 received excellent training, 

but it doesn’t matter how well trained you are if your equipment is inadequate.  Robert 

wrote wonderful letters, often with cartoons on the envelopes.  During the heavy bombing 

at Praed Point the day before Rabaul fell, John Russell, Robert’s brother, was killed.  The 

family understood that Robert was in hospital with malaria when the invasion occurred.  

He became a prisoner of war and eventually left Rabaul with the many others on the 

Montevideo Maru.  Years later, it was suggested that individual sightings of Robert had 

been made by those who had escaped, but there is conflicting information and we may 

never definitely know.  The family, along with so many others, waited until 1945 to hear 

definite news of their second son. 

His last letter to his family is headed - CPL R W Russell, Japanese prisoner of war, Rabaul 

Tuesday 10th March 

My dear Mother, 

At last we are allowed to write to our folks at home and to let them know where we are.  
You will have already gathered that I am a Japanese prisoner of war held in Rabaul.  The 
Japanese (word cut out with knife by censor) are treating us very well and I’m feeling 
pretty fit. 

There’s no doubt about it I’ll certainly have lots to say to you when I get back to good old 
Park Crescent.  I’m afraid my thoughts often get away from me as I’m dropping off to 
sleep at night.  It seems strange writing after so long, the old hand doesn’t seem to 
function just as it should.  Still I should be satisfied just being able to write to the people 
that mean most to me and let them know I’m quite fit.  Naturally this letter is for Jean 
as much as anybody, and you can let her know I’m thinking lots about her and our future.  
Tell her not to worry about anything as apples will grow again.  Give my love to Wilma, 
Nana and a special handshake to Dad.  Oh I almost forgot my sister, my love to her.  Well 
Mum that just about cuts out my space and time so I’ll close for the present.  Hoping to 
write again at a later date.  My regards to everyone at home and once again don’t worry.  
Lots of love and kisses to you all. 

Robert William Russell. 

A Memorial Window was erected at the Aberfeldie Methodist Church in 1948 and a cross in memory 

of the two brothers was donated to the Chapel in the Methodist Church, Rabaul, in 1953. 
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Thank you to Dr Marian May and Donald Hook for attending the Australian War Memorial 

on 7 March 2012 and speaking at the monthly training morning for the volunteer guides.   

This opportunity came about due to our member, Sue Morton (thank you Sue!) 

The following address was given to AWM Volunteers by Donald Hook. 

DOUBLE DIAMONDS* 
DON HOOK 
The first Independent Company was formed at Wilsons Promontory in Victoria in 1941 
drawing its members from AIF volunteers.  It was called an independent company because 
the government didn’t want it known that Australia was forming a commando unit. 

A British Military Mission was brought out to Australia to select men for training. 

The British were said to have observed the attacking qualities of the Australian troops in 
the Middle East, and considered that the formation of specially trained Australian units 
would be ideal for use in Europe.  

 The British ran an extensive and intense training course at Wilsons Promotory based on 
their commando model. Anyone who knows the Prom will vouch for its wilderness, its 
steep hills and rugged shoreline.  It was an ideal area for training commandos.  

The British mission included some great characters.  There was Captain Frederick 
‘Freddie’ Spencer Chapman, the author of the book “The Jungle is Neutral”.  He was in 
charge of fieldcraft.    

Captain Mike Calvert was in charge of explosives. He was said to be as dangerous in the 
field as he was in the Mess. And there were two warrant officers; one a weapons expert; 
the other a signals specialist.   

There was hardly any time spent on the parade ground.  It was strenuous training all day 
and most nights concentrating on four basic areas of skill – field craft , weaponry, 
explosives and radio use. There also was navigation and survival training. 

After brief pre-departure leave, the company of 17 officers and 256 other ranks boarded 
the Zealandia in Sydney on 12 July 1941 and set sail for Rabaul.  They were off Bowen in 
North Queensland when they were ordered to change course and head for Kavieng, the 
administrative headquarters for New Ireland.  

Their arrival at Kavieng was a bit of a fiasco.  No accommodation had been arranged and it 
was left to a ‘kiap’ to find places for the 273 company members. 

The accommodation problem eased when sections were quickly dispersed to Manus Island, 
Namatanai on New Ireland, Buka Island Bougainville, Tulagi in the then British Solomon 
Islands Protectorate, and the New Hebrides (now Vanuatu).  They became part of a chain 
of listening posts set up as an umbrella above Australia.  More importantly, their role was 
to defend and, if necessary, destroy airstrips. 

In fact, once the company reached Kavieng it never again operated as a complete unit but 
was separated into sub units.  The First was never given the opportunity to inflict real 
damage on the Japanese by using its raiding capacity. Instead, in the main, it was reduced 
to static defence. 

 The 1st Independent Company was small by Army standards but formed Australia’s front 
line Pacific perimeter covering a 16-hundred mile screen of islands.  To the south west 
was the 2nd Independent Company on Timor while the 3rd Independent Company was based 
on New Caledonia. 

Soon after arrival in Kavieng, the unit purchased a 70 ton lugger – the INDUNA Star – for 10 
thousand pounds.  She was used to carry troops and stores to the outposts  and later this 
vessel was to figure greatly in the escape attempt from New Ireland.  
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The Japanese air raids on Kavieng tended to concentrate on the aerodrome buildings, the 
beach positions, the ridge through the town, and a large general store that probably was 
thought to be troop barracks.   

During the attack on January the 21st, the Induna Star was moved from the Government 
wharf and manoeuvred around the harbour as it was attacked by six Japanese planes .  
The hull was holed and the mast was splintered, and several crew members were 
wounded.  One native crew member was killed by a shark while trying to swim ashore.  

Less than 48 hours later, about 03.00hr on January 23, a Japanese force estimated at 
between 4,000 and 5,000 landed unchallenged at Kavieng.  There were only five Australian 
soldiers in the town proper at the time and another small group at the aerodrome. The 
remainder, more than one hundred, had moved  following the air raids to camps well away 
in the jungle.  

Soon after the landing, the aerodrome, the runway, the fuel depot and a munitions dump 
were blown up.  The Australians took heavy toll of the Japanese as they advanced on the 
aerodrome; burning fuel providing an excellent backdrop for an Australian machine gun 
crew.  There were unverified reports that up to 300 Japanese may have been killed.  

After regrouping, the Australians were keen to stay and fight. At the time radio contact 
with Rabaul had ceased and reports from Port Moresby were unreliable. One report said 
Lark Force was still fighting on New Britain when in fact fighting around Rabaul had 
already stopped.  

Eventually, it was decided to evacuate by sea all 141 men – that is more than half of the 
1st Independent Company - on the Induna Star.  The 80 ton lugger had been repaired and 
hidden after being damaged in the air raid a week previously.  

They sailed at last light on January 31 and were lucky the next morning to miss being 
sighted by a Japanese destroyer. Their luck didn’t last.  On the 2nd of February they were 
strafed and bombed by a Japanese float plane and 
later taken in tow to Rabaul by a Japanese warship.  
Three men were killed in the attack and another died 
later. Those captured, apart from the officers, were to 
die five months later on the Montevideo Maru when 
the unmarked ship was sunk by an American 
submarine. The officers were to spend three years in 
Japan as prisoners of war. 

THE remainder of the 1st Independent Company - 
scattered from Manus island to New Hebrides - fared 
much better.  They all got back to Australia including 
those on Bougainville who stayed behind enemy lines 
well into 1943 providing valuable information on 
Japanese air and sea movements during the battle for 
Guadalcanal. They were evacuated by American 
submarines and that was virtually the end of the 1st 
Independent Company.  It was never reformed.  The 
remaining independent companies had a change of 
name – they became known as Australian Commando 
Squadrons.  

*The colour patch for the independent/commando 
companies was the double diamond.  Each company had a 
particular colour. In the case of the 1st Independent 
Company it was the double green diamond.  

  

A group from the 1st Independent 
Company at Tsang Tsang's pub in 
Kavieng - their favourite 'watering 
hole' in 1941. 
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 LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON 

A tale of coincidence and tragedy among prisoners of the Japanese 

JAMES HOOK 

James Olivant Smith was 62 years old when he died aboard the Japanese prison ship 
Montevideo Maru. 

Smith was originally from Mosman in Sydney, but had been working in New Britain as a 
plantation manager and an “overseer of native labour”. He was captured by the Japanese 
shortly after the invasion of New Britain on 23 January 1942, and was interned with other 
civilians at the general camp in Rabaul. 

As well as worrying about his future, Smith would have agonised about the fate of his 
soldier son, also named James Olivant Smith. 

Sergeant Smith had been serving with the 2/19th Battalion in Malaya since February 1941, 
and was based at Jemaluang in Johore when Japanese forces landed in Malaya on 8 
December 1941. 

In Rabaul, Smith Snr would have known of the Allied retreat down the Malayan peninsula, 
but he would not have known that his son had gone into action at Bakri on 17 January 
1942. It was probably just as well.  The 2/19th Battalion lost hundreds of men at Bakri, 
including its wounded ... left behind and later massacred by the Japanese at Parit Sulong. 

Indeed, the 2/19th is considered to have suffered more fatalities than any other AIF unit in 
World War Two ... 620 dead. (The 2/22nd Battalion, based in Rabaul, lost 608 men.) 

Back in Rabaul, Japanese guards gleefully told Smith and his fellow internees that 
Singapore had fallen on 15 February 1942.  Smith must have hoped that his son had either 
escaped or been captured.  In fact, Sgt Smith was a prisoner in Changi, though not for 
long.  Three months after the fall of Singapore, Sgt Smith was heading north to work on 
the Burma-Thailand Railway. 

The following month, Smith Snr was among the 1,053 Australian POWs and civilian 
internees in Rabaul who boarded the Montevideo Maru, bound for Hainan Island in China. 

On 1 July 1942, off the coast of Luzon in the Philippines, all were lost when their ship was 
torpedoed by the American submarine USS Sturgeon.  

In Burma and later Thailand, Sgt Smith endured two years of slavery.  With the railway 
completed at the cost of around 100,000 lives – including 2,646 Australians, Sgt Smith was 
among 900 Australian POWs selected in March 1944 to work in the mines in Japan.  The 
group – comprising the fittest Australian POWs available – was transported from Tamarkan 
Camp in Thailand, to Bangkok, then on to Phnom Penh and finally Saigon.  There, the men 
waited in vain for a ship to take them to Japan. 

After three months, they were taken by train back to Singapore where they endured 
another three months of slave labour, this time on starvation rations.  Finally they joined 
1500 British POWs (10 groups of 150 men) for embarkation. 

At the last minute, no room was found for a group of 150 Australians, and another 34 were 
disqualified as gravely ill. The 716 Australians were then joined by a VIP – Australian 
Brigadier Arthur Varley – en route to a senior officers’ camp in Formosa.  So it was that 
717 Australian POWs, including Sgt Smith, boarded the Rakuyo Maru along with 600 British 
POWs and one American.  The remaining 900 British POWs boarded the Kachidoki Maru. 

The two ships were part of a convoy of 10 – four passenger/cargo ships, two tankers, and 
four escorts – which left Singapore on 6 September 1944 bound for Japan. 

Its fate was already sealed.  

In Hawaii, the US Navy had intercepted and decoded the convoy’s instructions, including 
the planned noon positions for the 10-day voyage. 
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The information was passed to Submarine Headquarters, and a wolf pack was despatched 
from Luzon Strait to a rendezvous point in the South China Sea. 

Just before dawn on 12 September 1944, the Rakuyo Maru was torpedoed by the American 
submarine USS Sealion. 

Some POWs died in the initial rush to abandon ship. Some drowned; some were swept into 
burning oil; some in the water were struck by rafts and timber being thrown from the deck 
above.  As the sun rose, there were about 1200 British and Australian POWs alive in the 
water, clinging to lifeboats, rafts and wreckage. 

Sgt Smith was among them, clinging to life some 300 nautical miles due east of the place 
where his father drowned aboard the Montevideo Maru. 

Other ships from the convoy rescued the Japanese survivors, but refused to pick up the 
Allied POWs.  That night, about 150 miles to the west, a second American submarine, the 
USS Pampanito, torpedoed the Kachidoki Maru.  The Kachidoki Maru sank within 15 
minutes, taking hundreds of prisoners with her. Of the 900 British POWs aboard, 520 were 
rescued by the Japanese the following day and taken to Hainan Island. 

Meanwhile, of the Rakuyo Maru survivors, some 300 were in 10 lifeboats, while 900 clung 
to wreckage and rafts.  The lifeboats set off in the direction of China.  

Four boats with 136 men aboard – 80 Australians and 56 British – were picked up by a 
Japanese frigate two days after the sinking, and were also taken to Hainan Island. 

The other six boats, one of which contained Brigadier Varley, were never seen again. 

The 900 men in the water, many covered in oil, began to die horrible deaths. 

On the third day after the sinking, hundreds died of thirst. 

On the afternoon of the fourth day, the miracle occurred. 

USS Pampanito, still hunting the convoy, spotted survivors on rafts. 

According to US historian Clay Blair, himself a World War Two submariner, the crew of USS 
Pampanito prepared to kill the oil-blackened survivors. 

“We thought they were Japs,” crewman Tony Hauptman told Blair. “We were not going to 
pick them up. I was going to shoot them.” 

Blair writes: “Then suddenly - and startlingly – one clear, obviously Western, voice: ‘First 
you bloody Yanks sink us. Now you’re bloody well going to shoot us.’ Down on the forward 
deck, Tony Hauptman was stunned. ‘Who are you?’ he called. ‘Prisoners of war,’ came the 
reply. ‘Australians. British. Prisoners of war. Pick us up, please.’ ” 

The Americans rushed to save the men in the water, but not everyone got the message. 

As Blair writes: “The word Yeoman McGuire got was ‘stand by to take on prisoners.’ He 
thought this meant Japanese prisoners. When the first survivor was lowered into the 
crew’s mess, McGuire was there waiting. McGuire: ‘I grabbed his head and smashed it into 
the ladder with all my strength. This guy says, ‘Blimey!’ I said, ‘Who the hell are you?’ He 
said, ‘British prisoner of war of the Japanese.’ I nearly died.’ ” 

USS Pampanito broke radio silence to report the incident to Pearl Harbor and call for 
assistance.  The submarine crammed 73 survivors aboard before heading for Saipan in the 
Mariana Islands. Sgt Smith was among the 47 Australians saved. 

USS Sealion, which had sunk the Rakuyo Maru four days earlier, was first to respond and 
rescued 54 men that evening, including 23 Australians, before heading for Saipan.  Two 
days later, submarines USS Barb and USS Queenfish arrived in the search area. Between 
them they recovered another 32 survivors, including 22 Australians. 

Among the last to be saved was Arthur Bancroft, an Australian sailor who had survived the 
sinking of the cruiser Perth.  
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Historian Blair records the memories of an American submariner: “He somehow managed 
to stand up on this pitching raft and saluted me in that British-Australian way with the flat 
palm extended toward you, saying, ‘HMAS Perth. What ship, sailor?’ I said, ‘United States 
submarine,’ He shook his fist ... and said, ‘I knew you bloody Yanks would rescue me.’ ” 

The next day a typhoon swept through the area. No further survivors were found. 

Aboard the USS Pampanito, Torpedoman Second Class Robert Bennet invited survivors to 
write up their story in his diary. Sgt Smith was among those who did so. 

The diary may be found at:  http://www.maritime.org/pamphist/bennet.htm 

The survivors left the four submarines at Saipan and were admitted to a US Army hospital.  

A few weeks later, the Australians travelled via Guadalcanal to Brisbane, where they were 
welcomed by  General Sir Thomas Blamey, and told not to talk to the press.    

Their story was finally made public two months after the sinking of the Rakuyo Maru. 

The British POWs returned home via Pearl Harbor. There they met Admiral Chester Nimitz 
who told them that had the Americans known the ships contained POWs they would have 
let the whole convoy go. 

As the war drew to a close, Sgt Smith would have wondered whether he would see his 
father again.  He, of all people, would have known that a man in his 60s would have been 
unlikely to have survived four years as a prisoner of the Japanese. 

His feelings when he finally discovered his father’s fate can only be imagined.   Historian 
Blair records that Sgt Smith became a teacher after the war, and later joined the 
Commonwealth Government as an agriculture expert. 

The Australian War Memorial records that he was Mentioned in Despatches for services 
while a prisoner of war in south-eastern Asia. 

Further reading: Return from the River Kwai, by Joan and Clay Blair. 1979. 

 

LANCE/SGT HARRY GOODWIN VX 24079 

LORRAINE TAIT (NEE GOODWIN) 

Harry, also known as ‘Chum’, was in the 2/22nd Battalion. 

He was born in Portsmouth England in 1912 and came to Australia with his parents and 
siblings in 1924 and settled in Queenscliffe, Victoria. 

He was a baker by trade.  He enlisted in 1940, leaving his pregnant wife, son Joe 9 years 
and his daughter Doreen, 4 years.  I, Lorraine, was born after he arrived at Rabaul.  Mum 
did ‘receive’ a letter from him saying he was a POW but that was all she heard until the 
telegram arrived saying ‘missing presumed dead’. 

We three kids grew up not knowing much about him at all as it was so upsetting for our 
Mum to talk about him, so we learnt not to.  After I was married my girls used to ask me 
questions about him and I couldn’t answer them because I didn’t know anything, so I 
began to search for some information as to what actually happened at Rabaul.  Also to get 
a photo of him as we never had one at all.  He was faceless, especially to me – did he 
exist?  I always wondered ‘what did he look like, was I anything like him?’ 

After the 40 year reunion at Rabaul that a group from Lark Force had gone up to, I 

eventually found out a lot of information that we didn’t know and at last – a photo!   

After all those years we had a photo of our Dad. 

  

http://www.maritime.org/pamphist/bennet.htm
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To obtain a special rate and provide the opportunity of gathering together for the 

remainder of the weekend, a ‘preferred accommodation’ arrangement has been made for 

members and friends of the Society attending the event at:   

Rydges Lakeside and Rydges Capital Hill in Canberra  

*A preferred rate $ 169.00 is extended exclusively to members and friends of the 

Society attending the event on the dates of Friday 29th June to Sunday 1st July 2012 

inclusive. This rate will be for a deluxe queen bedded double and will include double / 

twin accommodation, full buffet breakfasts for 2 people and car parking.  

rates and availability for other room types will be advised at the time of the enquiry.  

A limited number of rooms will be made available at each property. Rydges have also 
advised that guests be made aware that this is the snow ski season and their parent 
company, Amalgamated Holdings Limited (AHL) is the owner/operator of Kosciusko 
Thredbo Resort.  Therefore they actively promote overnight stays in Canberra at this time 
and demand may be high. 

Rydges have developed a special ‘landing page’ on their website where members can 

access this special rate online and make bookings.  The Rabaul and Montevideo Maru 

Society has also created a link from our website to the online page at Rydges. 

http://www.rydges.com/cwp/rmms 

To have access to the rate just enter in the qualifying dates, your contact details and a 
credit card as a guarantee for the booking. 

** Please Note:  This rate and facility will expire after March 31st, 2012 .Enquiries after 
that date would be subject to available rates at the time of enquiry. 

The booking code for the event is R – 2906RMMS 

RYDGES LAKESIDE CANBERRA 
1 London Circuit, Canberra ACT 2601   
Ph:  1800 026 169  Please quote: R – 2906RMMS 
 
RYDGES CAPITAL HILL HOTEL, CANBERRA 
Cnr Canberra Avenue and National Circuit, Forrest ACT 2603 
Ph:  1800 020 011 Please quote:  R – 2906RMMS 

ANZAC DAY SCHOOLS AWARD 2012  
The Anzac Day Schools’ Awards is a competition that encourages students to learn about 
Anzac Day.  Students learn why veterans are commemorated on this special day.  The 
competition is open to primary and secondary schools Australia wide and can be entered 
as an individual, class or a whole school and there are various categories.  Prize money for 
State/Territory primary and secondary winners ranges up to $2000.  Further information 
on entry criteria can be found at ‘Commemorations’ at www.dva.gov.au or phone a 
Commemorations Officer on 133 254. 

Could members of the Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society with children or grandchildren 
at school mention the significance of the 70th anniversary in 2012 for Lark Force, the 
2/22nd Battalion and 1 Independent Company to their children’s teachers and encourage 
the school to submit a project for these national awards?  Members could also contact the 
schools in the areas where the men were camped prior to going to the New Guinea Islands 
eg Bendigo, Trawool please?  If you could also copy the Rabaul and Montevideo Maru 
Society in any correspondence, this would be appreciated.  

http://www.rydges.com/cwp/rmms
http://www.dva.gov.au/
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FEEDBACK 

ROSS TUCKER 
PALMWOODS QLD 

I note in the February newsletter reference is made to Bill Attwood by Major James 

Edmond-Wilson in his record of The Early Morning Invasion of Kavieng. Bill was a very close 

mate of my Uncle, Roy McPherson, both born in Caboolture Queensland. My Uncle went to 

Kavieng About 1934 as a School Teacher and later became employed by Frank Saunders, a 

prominent businessman in the town, as his accountant till the outbreak of war. Bill had a 

garage and was a mechanic. Details of their fate can be found in the book "The Kavieng 

Massacre" by Raden Dunbar. They escaped together from Kavieng in Frank Saunders launch 

but the boat broke down and they were captured by the Japanese. Because Bill was a 

mechanic his services were retained by the Japs whilst my Uncle was sent to a Prison 

camp and subsequently was loaded on to the ill-fated Montevideo Maru.  Bill remained 

working for the Japs together with approximately twenty other civilians who could provide 

essential services to them. These 20 or so civilians were massacred at Kavieng on the 

[presumed] impending landing of American troops either in 1943 or 1944. All this 

information was revealed at The War Crimes Tribunal held In Japan after the war by a 

very dedicated member of the Court who painstakingly never gave up and brought the 

perpetrators to Justice. The ring leaders were hanged and others received prison 

sentences. All this information can be found in the above mentioned book.  Another story 

that should be told.  All this information has been passed on to The Caboolture Historical 

Society. 

DAWN MILNE 
MOSMAN 
Congratulations on the news-letter - great information and back-ground to a tragic event.  
The Tol article was poignant as my step-father was part of that travesty and for so many, 
many years nothing was known apart from two telegrams - one to say he was missing in 
action and then missing presumed dead. 

 

SUE MERCER 

My husband and I attended the 23January 2012 Shrine of Remembrance for the  2/22nd 
Battalion/Lark Force Association Memorial service, as previously advertised in your 
newsletter.  We enjoyed it very much and we were both surprised at the level of 
organisation and commitment from the families and friends attending the day. 

I have been scanning photos… I 

noticed that there are some photos of 

the boats mentioned in Geoff Atkins’ 

story [February 2012 Memorial News], 

so I have attached them for you to use 

if you would like to do so. 

MARGARET JOHNSON 
IVANHOE 

Please find enclosed a donation for 
the Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Memorial.  This is in memory of my great uncle, Edward 
Robert Wilson, a POW who lost his life on the ship.  He was a significant person to my late 
father who referred to him as Uncle Ted. 



DEDICATION of RABAUL AND MONTEVIDEO MARU MEMORIAL 1 JULY 2012  

 
Help commemorate an 
important part of the history 

of Australia and Papua New Guinea by 
donating to the Rabaul and Montevideo 
Maru Memorial.   

Memorial News, the monthly newsletter 
of the Rabaul and Montevideo Maru 
Society, is available to all members.   

 
How to join the Society:  
Electronically:  
Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society  
BSB 082-401 Account No 16-083-2367. 
Please notify the deposit to Richard 
Saunders: Richard@isaunders.com.au 
 
By mail. Post a cheque to the Rabaul and 
Montevideo Maru Society: 
PO Box 1743, Neutral Bay NSW 2089. 
 
By credit card – please complete form at 
end of newsletter. 
 
Donations over $2 will be tax 
deductible.  They are forwarded, in 
bulk amounts, to the AWM for 
processing to the Rabaul and 
Montevideo Maru Memorial Fund.  This 
may result in a slight delay in receipts 
being returned. 
 
The Rabaul and Montevideo Maru 
Society is committed to applying all 
funds to the establishment of a Rabaul 
and Montevideo Maru Memorial. 

 

Membership/Donations  

One post or email address    - $50 
Gold membership - $100 
Life membership - $500 

 
 
NOTE: 
Do you have an email address we could 
use?  This will save both costs and 
time.  Please email:  
admin@memorial.org.au  

AURORA EXPEDITIONS PNG –  

70th commemoration voyage 
RABAUL ANZAC Day 2012 –  
Lost in Paradise – Our Fallen Heroes. 
Aurora’s historian shines a light on the 
courage and tragedy of Australia’s unsung 
heroes – Lark Force – in the Battle of 
Rabaul, and the ensuing loss of lives, 
both troops and civilians, on the 
Montevideo Maru. 

With moving dawn ceremonies at Tol and 
Rabaul, this cruise will reawaken the true 
courage and sacrifice of WWII.  

The PNG brochure is currently online at: 
http://www.auroraexpeditions.com.au/p
apuanewguinea2012 

Brochures available from: Aurora 
Expeditions +61 2 9252 1033 or 1800 

637 688 (free call within Australia) 
Note: Aurora Expeditions support the 
Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Memorial. 
 

DVD:  THE FALL OF RABAUL & KAVIENG 

4 hours over a 2 disc set, High Definition 
format. Cost:  A$43 incl p&p within 
Australia 

This 2-disc edition of "The Fall of Rabaul 
& Kavieng" features over 10 in-depth 
interviews with those who survived 
Rabaul in 1942 - plus extensive coverage 
of the events at Parliament House, 21st 
of June 2010. 

Schindler Communications has pledged $3 
per unit donation for every copy sold of 
THE TRAGEDY OF THE MONTEVIDEO MARU 
and THE STORY OF THE KRAIT until the 
30TH June 2012 to the Rabaul and 
Montevideo Maru Society. To purchase 
this DVD visit:  www.thefallofrabaul.com 
or phone: 0418 740182 

 

RECRUIT PEOPLE AS MEMBERS 

The Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society 
has nearly 500 members.  Please 
encourage family and friends to join and 
to receive this monthly newsletter by 
emailing Andrea Williams  
andrea.williams@bigpond.com or writing 
to the Society c/- Jackson Wells Pty Ltd, 
PO Box 1743, Neutral Bay NSW 2089 

mailto:admin@memorial.org.au
http://www.auroraexpeditions.com.au/papuanewguinea2012
http://www.auroraexpeditions.com.au/papuanewguinea2012
http://www.thefallofrabaul.com/
mailto:andrea.williams@bigpond.com
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MEMORIAL NOTICEBOARD 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO MEMORIAL NEWS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 
E: andrea.williams@bigpond.com Or P O Box 1743 Neutral Bay NSW 2089 

REGISTER YOUR MEMORABILIA 

Register your New Guinea Islands, Rabaul and Montevideo Maru memorabilia with Lindsay Cox at 

The Salvation Army Heritage Centre. Contact lindsay.cox@salvationarmy.org or write to PO Box 

18137, Collins Street East, Melbourne VIC 8000. 

MEMBERSHIP/DONATION 

Life - $500     Gold - $100     Ordinary - $50 

HOW TO REMIT FUNDS TO THE SOCIETY 

BY INTERNET: Transfer funds to the Society’s bank account BSB 082-401 Account No 16-083-2367. 

Notify your deposit in an email to: Richard@isaunders.com.au 

BY MAIL: Cheques to Rabaul & Montevideo Maru Society at PO Box 1743, Neutral Bay NSW 2089. All 

funds devoted to constructing a memorial at the Australian War Memorial 

BY CREDIT CARD: 

CREDIT CARD AUTHORISATION FORM                             

Card type:                                               

Credit card number: ____________   ____________   ____________   ____________ 

Expiry date: _______ / _______   CVV: _______ 

      Last 3 digits on back of credit card 

Amount to be charged: $ _____________ 

Complete mailing address: 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________  State:_____________ Postcode:_____________ 

Email Address: _____________________________________________________ 

Name on card: ______________________________________________________ 

Signature: ________________________________________________ 

Description of what is being paid for: 

 
Memorial News is produced for the information of members of the Rabaul and Montevideo Maru 
Society Inc (‘the Society’).  It is provided with care, in good faith and from sources believed to be 
accurate.  Material may be used for personal use and may not be published or distributed without 
the permission of the Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society, or individual copyright owners where 
copyright has been retained but the Society has been given permission to use the information.  
Views expressed are not necessarily those of the editor or the Society. 

Rabaul  and Montevide o Mar u Soc iety ,  PO Box 1 743,  Neutr a l  Bay  NSW 20 89,  Austr a l ia  

mailto:andrea.williams@bigpond.com
mailto:lindsay.cox@salvationarmy.org

