
 
CANBERRA MEMORIAL EVENTS – 
JULY 2011 Further details page 3 

The Rabaul and Montevideo Maru 
Society is hosting two special events in 
Canberra on 2 and 3 July to 
commemorate the 69th anniversary of 
the invasion of the New Guinea islands 
and the sinking of the Montevideo 
Maru.  We are delighted that our Patron, 
The Hon Peter Garrett, will be joining us 
and that Maj Gen Michael Jeffery will 
also be with us for the service at 
Duntroon.  Guest speaker, Maj Gen John 
Pearn, is well known for his words of 
inspiration.  Paul Lockyer has kindly 
agreed to be MC.  Paul has had a long 
and distinguished career with the ABC, 
both in Australia and as a foreign 

correspondent.  Lorna Johnston (nee 

Whyte), at 96 years of age, will be 
travelling from New Zealand whilst Norm 
Furness, 89, is travelling from Melbourne.  
Lorna was an army nurse in Rabaul during 
World War II and became a POW in 
Japan.  The ABC telemovie Sisters of 
War, inspired by Rod Miller‘s manuscript, 
was based on the true story of two 
Australian women – Lorna and Sr Berenice 
Twohill.  Norm Furness has been 
President Lark Force Association for at 
least 11 years.  In Rabaul, Norm was with 
Headquarters company, eventually 
escaping down the North coast of New 
Britain and then on the Lakatoi from Witu 
Islands with Keith McCarthy. 
You are urged to get in touch with us to 
share these special events.  Final replies 
due by 12 June 2011 please. 

The Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society was established to 
ensure national recognition and commemoration of the 
tragedies that ensued after the Japanese invasion of the New 
Guinea Islands in early 1942, including Australia’s greatest 
maritime disaster, the sinking of the Montevideo Maru with the 
loss of more than 1,000 lives. The Society is registered in the 
Australian Capital Territory (No A04977). ABN 960 583 442 11 

MEMORIAL NEWS 

Phil Ainsworth, Don Hook and Andrea 
Williams attended the AWM Advisory 
Committee in Canberra on 1 June 2011 
when the shortlisted artists presented 
their final designs. An announcement can 
be expected in the next week or so, once 
all is confirmed. When received, the 
Society will have all the elements for a 
marketing package to approach 
corporations for funding.  

Additionally, the Advisory Group is 
endeavouring to proceed as far as 
possible up to the actual commissioning 
of the artist, for which we need all 
necessary funds in hand. This will provide 
for the completion of the design, 
including the engineering drawings, and 
a detailed budget; with AWM processing 
the project through the AWM Council and 
local authorities so that as soon as the 
balance funds are in hand, commissioning 
may be made. The Society would fund 
this further stage. 

In the meantime, if we are able to use 
the artist's name and his material, the 
Society will have the necessary   package 
to place before the corporate sector, 
both individuals and companies. This 
would include the text for the appeal, 
our established and incorporated entity , 
a DGR arrangement in place, a site for 
the memorial, a  nationally recognised 
artist/sculptor, a  marquette,  the 
concept photographs and drawings, a 
budget, a construction schedule, a 
sponsorship package ( what the Society 
can give in exchange), confirmation that 
half the amount required is in hand and a 
deadline for the dedication ceremony on 
the 70th Anniversary of the sinking of the 
Montevideo Maru, 1 July 2012. 

www.memorial.org.au 
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The New Guinea Volunteer Rifles and 
Papua New Guinea Volunteer Rifles Ex 
Members Association Inc. will be holding 
the annual Montevideo Maru Memorial 
Service at the Hall of Memories 
Cenotaph, ANZAC Square, Brisbane 
Wednesday 1 July 2011 at 10.00am. 
Contact Phil Ainsworth 
email:  p.ainsworth@kingco.com.au or 
phone 0418 730 348. 

FUNDRAISING 
June 30 is fast approaching!  

Please remember that donations are 
eligible for tax deductibility! 

Fundraising is now a priority activity for 
the Society to ensure that funds are 
received enabling the memorial to be 
completed by July 2012, the 70th 
anniversary. 
The Society is required to encourage 
corporate Australia – private-sector 
companies, organisations, community 
groups and individuals - to contribute to 
this memorial.  Your committee would 
appreciate as much assistance as 
possible. 
 

AURORA EXPEDITIONS PNG –  

70th commemoration voyage, Rabaul 

ANZAC Day 2012 - Aurora Cruises are 
planning two historic voyages to the New 
Guinea islands in April 2012.  The voyage 
will arrive in Rabaul late on 24 April 2012 
for a special 70th ANZAC Day service.  
There may be an option for a Lark Force 
Trek post the voyage. 
The proposed itinerary is:  
2-14 April 2012 Alotau, Dobu/Ferguson 
Is, Trobriand/Kitava, Lababi, Tami, 
Madang, Sepik/Murik Lakes, Mandam 
Village, Karkar, Tuam, Wedau/Dogura, 
Tufi, Alotau  
14-26 April 2012 Alotau, Milne 
Bay/Samarai, Dobu & Fergusson Is, Egum 
Atoll and Gawa Is, Trobriands/Kitava, 
Palmalmal, Jacquinot Bay, Karlai, Tol 
(pre-dawn landing and ceremony), 
Lambon & Lamassa, Duke of York Is, 
Rabaul.  
Further information from Aurora 
Expeditions +61 2 9252 1033 or Andrea 
Williams 

MEMORIAL TO BE LOCATED IN 
AWARD WINNING PRECINCT  

DON HOOK 

The Rabaul & Montevideo Maru memorial 
will be located in the award winning 
Eastern Precinct at the Australian War 
Memorial (AWM) in Canberra.  

On Saturday 4 June the 2011 Australian 
Institute of Architecture (ACT) awards 
were dominated by the AWM, winning 
five major awards.  

The redevelopment of the Eastern 
Precinct was described as 'outstanding' 
and took top honours. 

ACT Jury chair, Ms Shelley Penn, said it 
demonstrated architectural mastery and 
excellence at every level.  

"It is important as an historic and 
symbolic place in the development of our 
nation and its culture. The design is an 
enduring contribution to a precinct which 
embodies our respect for the spirit and 
attitude of the servicemen and women 
who made the supreme sacrifice," she 
said.  

Early this year the AWM offered the 
Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society a 
prime site in the Eastern Precinct for its 
planned memorial. 

The memorial will honour those who died 
in the Japanese invasion of the New 
Guinea islands, and those who perished 
when the Japanese prison ship 
Montevideo Maru was torpedoed by an 
American submarine off the Philippines 
on 1 July 1942. All 1,053 Australian POWs 
and civilian internees on the ship lost 
their lives.   

The Society has about $200,000 at 
present toward the $400,000 cost of the 
memorial which is due to be dedicated on 
1 July next year - the 70th anniversary of 
the sinking of the ship.  The balance is 
required later this year and the Society is 
about to step up its fundraising activities.  

Relatives will be able to view the 
memorial site when they visit Canberra 
next month to attend a luncheon at the 
National Press Club and memorial 
service at the Royal Military College 
Chapel at Duntroon.  

mailto:p.ainsworth@kingco.com.au
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69th ANNIVERSARY CANBERRA MEMORIAL EVENTS – JULY 2011 

RSVP:  12 June 2011 

SATURDAY 2 July 2011 
Luncheon 12nn – 5pm (Drinks will be available from a cash bar) 

Venue:  National Press Club, 16 National Circuit, Barton ACT 2600 www.npc.org.au 

Guest speaker: We are delighted that Major General (Prof) John Pearn AO RFD K St, 
Patron of NGVR/PNGVR Association; Honorary Colonel Queensland University Regiment 
will be with us for this occasion.   

Professor Pearn is a prominent Australian and a former Surgeon General of the 
Australian Defence Force. He has published comprehensively in the areas of 
military medicine and military history and is a noted and inspirational 
speaker.  He is an active member of the Australian Defence Force Human 
Ethics Research Committee, based in Canberra.  He saw active service during 
Confrontation in the Sepik Region of Papua New Guinea (1966), as the 
consultant physician in the Vietnam War (1970), and as a ―Blue Beret‖ doctor-
soldier in the Rwandan post-genocide emergency of 1994.   

In civilian life he is in fulltime clinical work as Senior Paediatrician based at 
the Royal Children‘s Hospital in Brisbane, and Preceptor at the School of 
Medicine, The University of Queensland. A leader in the field of Child Health 
his research is widely published.   He is Patron of the New Guinea Volunteer 
Rifles – Papua New Guinea Volunteer Rifles Association.  His late father-in-law, 
Captain Athol White, as a Japanese POW, was a survivor of the Burma-Thailand 
railway. 

SUNDAY 3 July 2011  

An ecumenical memorial service will be held at Anzac Memorial Chapel of St. Paul, Royal 
Military College, Duntroon, from 11.30 am- 12.30pm.  Guests should arrive by 
11.20am. There are parking areas near the chapel.  
The former Governor General, Major General Michael Jeffery, will read one of the 
lessons.  
A recommended approach to RMC from south Canberra (Kingston/Manuka areas) is along 
Kings Avenue, over the bridge to a roundabout in front of the Australian Defence Force 
HQ, turn right into Moreshead Drive and proceed to the college entrance which is clearly 
marked. Turn left into Staff Cadet Avenue and left again in front of the RMC HQ.  Signage 
is planned to direct people to the chapel which is on the corner of Campbell and Miles 

Road.   
Defence Force chaplains will lead the service with music by the Tuggeranong (ACT) 
Salvation Army Band –highlights will include compositions by Arthur Gullidge. 

Canberra Legacy's Southside Laurel Club has kindly offered to provide substantial 
refreshments immediately after the memorial service. 

COST of lunch on Saturday and refreshments on Sunday $55 per person 

Payment will confirm booking. 

PLEASE RSVP for both these events as soon as possible and prior to 12 June 2011.   

Andrea Williams  E:  andrea.williams@bigpond.com Ph: 02 9449 4129/0409 031 889 
PO Box 1743, Neutral Bay NSW 2089 

Payment can be made to the Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society as follows: 

Electronically. Transfer funds to the Society‘s bank account: Rabaul and Montevideo Maru 
Society BSB 082-401 Account 16-083-2367. Bank NAB. Please include your name and the 
word ‗Canberra‘ for this deposit.  Also, please notify the deposit by email to: 

tharyjanto@jacksonwells.com.au).   

http://www.npc.org.au/
mailto:andrea.williams@bigpond.com
mailto:tharyjanto@jacksonwells.com.au


4 
 

By mail. Cheque to Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society at PO Box 1743, Neutral Bay NSW 
2089. 

By Visa or Mastercard – details at end of newsletter. 

As the end of June in Canberra is likely to be busy we recommend confirming your 
accommodation as soon as possible.   

To confirm, please contact Andrea Williams and provide her with this information: 
§         The full name of each person who wishes to attend. 
§         The age of each person who wishes to attend (optional but helpful). 
§         The full postal address, phone number (home and mobile) and email of each    
person who wishes to attend. 
§         The relationship, if any, of the person to the events of 1942 (if you did not 
attend the 2010 Parliamentary event in Canberra). 
§         The address and phone number, where each person intends to stay while in 
Canberra. 
§         Any other people you are travelling with. 

Even if you do not have all this information at this stage, please tell us what you 
can. 
Andrea‘s contact details are:  Ph:  02 9449 4129/0409 031 889 
E:  andrea.williams@bigpond.com 24 Melaleuca Drive, St Ives, NSW 2075 

A wonderful outcome of last year‘s Parliamentary event in Canberra was the coming 

together of the relatives of the men of Rabaul and the New Guinea islands who, without 

ever meeting each other previously, found that their families had shared common 

experiences and emotions in the wake of the tragedies that had befallen them in 

wartime.  Those who attended will recall the instant connections which generated such 

extraordinary warmth.  We look forward to seeing you in Canberra in July 2011 to share 

more stories and experiences. 

GULLIDGE MUSIC AT DUNTROON MEMORIAL SERVICE  

The ACT’s Tuggeranong Salvation Army Band will play at the Rabaul and Montevideo 
Maru Society’s memorial service on Sunday, 3 July at the Royal Military College, 
Duntroon.   

The 30 member band – under Bandmaster Bruce Edwards – will include music composed by 
Arthur Gullidge, who perished when the Montevideo Maru was sunk.  He was 33.  

At the time of his enlistment in the AIF, Arthur Gullidge was bandmaster of the Salvation 
Army‘s Brunswick Citadel Band in Melbourne.  

He developed a unique and distinctive style of street march, and was a prolific composer 
of brass band music.  

Soon after the start of World War 2, Arthur and his fellow bandsmen enlisted as non 
combatants and formed the band of the 2/22nd Battalion while also serving as stretcher 
bearers.  

In May 1941, the 23 Salvationist bandsmen, along with two non Salvationists, were posted 
to Rabaul where their battalion made up the bulk of  the Rabaul garrison known as Lark 
Force. 

Only one bandsman survived the war.  The others died in Rabaul or on the Montevideo 
Maru.  

Arthur Gullidge‘s daughter Judith, who lives in Melbourne, will attend the 11.30 am 
service on 3 July at the RMC‘s Anzac Memorial Chapel of St Paul at Duntroon.  

Commissioners James and Jan Condon, the Territorial Commanders Australia Eastern 
Territory, are among senior Salvation Army officers who will be in Canberra for the 
service.    

mailto:andrea.williams@bigpond.com
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LARK FORCE/2/22nd Btn Trawool – the get-together this year will be held on 

Sunday July 31 at the old camp site of the 2/22nd Battalion which is located at the 
Trawool Valley Vineyard, 380 Goulburn Valley Road Trawool.  Family members start 
gathering from 11.00 a.m.  BYO food, drinks and seats.  Further enquiries to Norm Furness 
(03) 9808 2127 or Marg Curtis mobile 0418 323555 

 

COLLATERAL DAMAGE 

MARGARET HENDERSON 

Collateral damage is damage that is unintended or incidental to the intended outcome.   
My father was collateral damage.  He was a missionary on New Hanover when it was 
invaded by the Japanese.  He was captured and beheaded.  This was not, however, the 
end of the collateral damage.   My mother, my brother and I all suffered collateral 
damage that has and will last for as long as we live.   I know that my story is similar to 
many others in these circumstances and is not particularly exceptional.  But it is 
significant to me.   As I watch stoic young wives, parents and children deal with the 
devastating news of the deaths of husbands, sons and fathers in Afghanistan, I am very 
conscious of the collateral damage that they are dealing with and will experience in the 
future. 

My mother and I were evacuated on the Macdhui in December 1941 leaving my father 
behind.  We never saw him again.  I was seven months old.  My mother was unaware that 
she was pregnant with my brother.   My mother told me that the voyage to Australia was 
punctuated by very tense moments as the immediate presence of Japanese warships was 
apparent.     

In Australia, we were refugees – boat people.   We had nothing except what we could 
carry.  We eventually arrived in Adelaide where we went to my grand-parents house in 
Hindmarsh.  They were on holidays and quickly came home to shoulder their new and 
unexpected responsibilities that lasted for eight years!  I realise now how accepting, kind 
and patient they were and I greatly regret that I had never told them how much I loved 
and owed them.   My brother was born in August 1942 and we all waited for news of my 
father Tom.   My mother had a small allowance from the Methodist Church but it was not 
enough and she had to get a book-keeping position to help with the household expenses.  I 
was too young to understand the collateral damage experienced by my mother during 
those years of uncertainty.     

In 1942, she was told that she could write to Tom care of the Red Cross. 

My Own Dear Tom, 

I have just put our tired daughter to bed and am spending the evening quietly 
with my thoughts of you.   Margaret is growing into a lovely little girl, beautifully 
fair with blue eyes, dark brows and eyelashes. ..... She knows her daddy‟s photo 
and points and says “Dadda”.  She is quite a little chatterer. 

Darling, although my prayers and thoughts are always with you, I have made 
myself keep calm because our second baby is on the way due on our wedding 
anniversary.  ... Do you want a boy or a girl?  I do not mind what it is myself but 
do not be disappointed if it is another girlie.  Do not worry about me.  I have been 
well and have had little sickness....... 

My limit is nearly finished.  How wonderful it was to receive the news that we 
could write to you.  Some lovely things do happen even in war-time.   Perhaps we 
may be able to send you some little parcel of something you would like and may 
have. 
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All my love Darling and from your little daughter, Margaret too. 

From your loving wife, 
Nellie Simpson. 

 

I cannot begin to imagine how emotionally draining it must have been to write that letter. 
She did not know that Tom was already dead.  I cannot begin to image how disappointed 
she must have been when the letter was returned marked ―Unable to Deliver‖. 

At the end of the war, Nellie wrote to Tom again. 

At last Peace!   How we are all anxiously awaiting news of our loved ones of whom 
no word during those dark terrible years.   ....  All those years we talked, hoped, 
prayed and continuously thought about „our daddy‟.   Margaret is now 4 ½ years 
old and such a grown up little girlie.  And your son John Nevison has just turned 
three.   You never knew that you had a son, Tom.  Such a bonny little chap.  He is 
going to be like Daddy! ... You will have such a welcome home! 

 

Those hopes were dashed forever, when the dreaded telegram arrived telling us that my 
father was ‗presumed‘ drowned when the Montevideo Maru was sunk. 

In those days there was no counselling.   As my father was a civilian, there was little or no 
support from the government.   The Church was strangely absent.   The community 
reaction was ‗Get over it and get on with your life!‘   As far as I can tell my mother coped 
with her collateral damage reasonably well.  She was an ebullient character.   She married 
again for, as she said, ‗some financial security‘ and after her second husband died, 
married again this time for company.    She was, however, unpredictably emotional  and 
never really got over the tragedy of the death of her first love.   After she had died, I 
discovered that she had carefully saved all of Tom‘s letters and other material.   She was 
buried as ‗Nellie Simpson‘ – a cogent reminder of the lasting nature of her collateral 
damage.   Some other civilian war widows did not do so well.  Suicide and mental illness 
were not uncommon. 

I never knew my father.   I have a photo.  I have his academic transcript.  I have some 
letters that he wrote.  I have heard what others had to say about him.  But I never knew 
him.  Would I have liked him?   Would he have liked me?   What did his voice sound like?   
There was no grave that I could visit.   I carefully read all that I could find out about Tom 
and wrote a couple of books about him and his life but I did not REALLY KNOW him.   He 
was like a well loved character in a favourite book. 

I always felt a bit different from other people.  My grand-father and my step father did 
their best but they were not my father.    The feeling of loss became more intense as I 
grew older.   I watched the interaction of my children with their father and realised what I 
had missed.  I often wonder what my life would have been if he had lived and had been 
there to guide and counsel me.   I suffered unspecified collateral damage as a result of 
terrible events 70 years ago.   

Until recently, the Australian War Memorial was reluctant to admit that the war memorials 
were not for ALL people killed or damaged by war.   Their recent concession to allow the 
erection of a memorial to ALL people (including civilians) who were killed during World 
War II in New Britain, New Ireland and New Hanover is very welcome.   Perhaps it will also 
repair some of the collateral damage done to those who as the Puritan poet Milton wrote 
served by ‗standing and waiting‘. 
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JAPANESE BROADCASTS TO AUSTRALIA AND THE CO-PROSPERITY 
SPHERE (PT 2) 

ROD MILLER 

From post-war interviews of civilian internees from Rabaul, and the officers taken to 
Japan after the sailing of the Montevideo Maru, it would appear that the capture of 
Rabaul and New Britain had been well-planned by the Japanese prior to the outbreak of 
war.  The invasion force brought two experienced interpreters along; Tashiro Tsunesuke 
and Mr. Kawaguchi (whom the prisoners referred as ―Mr. K‖).   

Tashiro had migrated to Rabaul in 1917 and had been a popular trader prior to the war.  In 
March 1941 he had returned to Japan on a business trip and was conscripted into the 
Japanese Navy as a civilian officer at the outbreak of war.  Captain Lex Frazer, who was 
one of the officers taken to Japan with the Rabaul nurses, states that prior to the war 
Kawaguchi had been a purser on a Japanese cruise ship that had regularly visited Rabaul.  
Speaking fluent English, Kawaguchi‘s duties included liaising with Harold Page on the 
ship‘s arrival.  They knew each other quite well.    

Kawaguchi‘s name appears twice in the diary of a Japanese guard who was stationed at 
Vunapope Mission.  In both instances he was connected with the implementation of 
Japanese plantations in the vicinity. 

     

 

Further information about Japanese intentions is obtained from the post-war interview of 
Mr C. W. Rundnagel, of Reiven Plantation, who stated: 

About June 25th, 1942, Mr. Chauncy and Mr. A. Evensen, with a Japanese 
civilian (Kavusaki?) called at my plantation.  They were employed as 
plantation advisers.  I was given permission to converse with the Europeans 
and they told me that all civilians held by the Japs have been taken away by 
steamer except the four at the ice works and Messrs. Evensen and Chauncy.  
They did not mention a date on which the civilians moved.  Several months 
later I had a message of thanks, by a half-caste, for some medicines I had 
managed to get to Mr. Chauncy.  I did not see or hear reliably of them again. 
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Chauncy had been a surveyor with the Rabaul Lands Department.  Everson was the 
manager of Pondo plantation and its desiccated coconut factory.  When the Montevideo 
Maru sailed, these men, along with twelve other technicians, a master plumber, a sawmill 
operator and journalist Gordon Thomas, had been kept in Rabaul to assist the Japanese 
civil administration maintain essential services.  Of these men, only four (who had been 
located in the Rabaul ice-works in 1942) were to survive the war. 

One of the most extraordinary events of the whole war happened in Rabaul at the same 
time as the establishment of the Japanese civilian administration.  Letters written by the 
internees and POWs in Rabaul in February and March were dropped over Port Moresby on 
the 28th of April 1942.  Although the Rabaul officers in Japan were informed of ―two‖ 
letter-drops, our official history records only one.  Archival files reveal that under some 
pressure from Harold Page‘s wife in Australia, Mr Halligan of the Department of External 
Territories wrote to Port Moresby inquiring about a second bag of letters.  

 

Oddly, with the Kokoda Trail campaign at its peak, the matter was handled by Major 
General Basil Morris who wrote to the Minister for External Affairs, J. M. Fraser, explaining 
that another bag of mail had been found in the Port Moresby area on the 17th of August.  
Unfortunately, there is no full list of the authors‘ names in the Australian archives (as 
there was for the first letters discovered in April).  Coincidently, August 17th 1942 was 
one day before 870 released Japanese internees sailed from Melbourne destined for the 
British exchange of internees at Lourenco Marques.  

Whilst this was occurring, Japanese propagandist Ken Goto, with his extensive  knowledge 
of Australia, was broadcasting appeals for Australia to become part of the Co-Prosperity 
Sphere.  As yet no information about Ken Goto has come to light in the Australian archives 
so one can only speculate on his identity.  Although there is no direct evidence connecting 
them, the most qualified Japanese on Australian affairs at that time was a talented and 
flamboyant journalist named Kennosuke [Ken] Sato (sounding very similar to Goto).   

In 1934, Sato had been the managing editor of the English edition of the Osaka Mainichi 
newspaper.  He was selected by the paper to accompany ten leading Japanese 
businessmen on a goodwill tour of Australia.  He personally met with the acting Prime 
Minister Earl Page, the Premiers of each state and Australia‘s leading businessmen.  After 
the official visit had been completed, Sato remained in Australia to collect information for 
a goodwill magazine to promote trade with Australia.  It was at this time that Sato was 
first introduced to Charles Cousens by fellow radio announcer John Prentice.  Cousens 
formed a close professional connection with Sato at that time when he was awarded a 
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twelve month contract to handle advertising for Sato‘s goodwill magazine Japan, 
Australia, New Zealand, then being published by the Osaka Mainichi.   After the 
completion of his stay, with the assistance of Earl Page, Sato organised a display of 
Australian products and produce in Japan and his goodwill magazine was distributed by the 
Australian Department of Commerce and Agriculture to Australian politicians and VIPs in 
1936.  

     
             Part of the Australian exhibition organised by Sato 

In his book Tokyo Calling - The Charles Cousens Story, author Ivan Chapman suggests that 
in the 1930s, during the depths of the Depression, there was a school of thought in 
Australia suggesting that the best defence against aggression by Japan would be a trade 
agreement. Australia could export more of its raw materials and primary products in 
exchange for more imports of Japan‘s manufactured goods.  On his return to Japan, Sato 
set about producing the goodwill magazine which was published in 1936, both in Japanese 
and English-language editions.  He wrote that during his visit to Australia he made many 
friends among officials, scholars and businessmen.  He spoke several times on the radio, 
lectured at universities and addressed different organizations a score of times. 

Soon after the war was over, in mid-December 1945 two Australian journalists from the 
Melbourne Herald, J. F. MacDonald and Denis Warner, contacted Sato in Japan.  
MacDonald had interviewed Sato during his stay in Australia in 1934 and according to 
Sato‘s account, MacDonald was a good friend during his Australian visit.  Sato met the two 
journalists at the New Osaka Hotel where they plied him liberally with many whiskies and 
talked freely about the war and the Australian campaign.  On New Year‘s Day 1946 under 
the banner headline “Jap Invasion Plan for Australia” an article about Sato appeared in 
the Melbourne Herald.  

A later follow-up to this article (lacking some of Sato‘s alleged direct admissions) was 
brought to the attention of Australian Prime Minister Ben Chifley, who made a request to 
General MacArthur, Supreme Allied Commander in occupied Japan, for Sato to be 
interviewed.   

When interviewed by US officials (who had no information about the case other than the 
Australian follow-up article) Sato claimed that in 1938 he had been seconded to the 
Japanese Army in Shanghai and Hankow.  He mentioned working for the Army‘s newspaper 
section as an interpreter under Colonel Hitoshi Hamada.   (Who later, as a Lt General, 
became supreme head of the POW information bureau in Japan where, at the end of the 
war, the Katakana nominal roll of those lost on the Montevideo Maru was found.) 

At the outbreak of the Pacific War, Sato claimed he had been working for the Intelligence 
section of the Osaka Mainichi, from where he was again seconded to the Japanese military 
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in June 1942.  He described working for the Tokyo Gimusho which was attached to the 8th 
Section of the Imperial Japanese Navy‘s General Staff that dealt with affairs of the British 
Empire.  On his arrival, the head of this section, Admiral Kanyei Chudo, conceived the idea 
of forming an ―Australian‖ section for research study of Australia.  

With his knowledge and his acquaintance with politicians and high-ranking officials 
developed during his stay in Australia, Sato was a valuable asset to the section.  In those 
early days of the war, there is evidence to suggest that diplomatic factions within Japan 
were trying to entice Australia to be part of the Co-Prosperity Sphere.  This idea was 
probably promoted by Sato, for in the goodwill magazine Japan Australia and New 
Zealand, there were many examples of leading Australians promoting trade and friendship 
with Japan.  Prime Minister Earle Page wrote for Sato: 

Australia has watched with admiration the rise of Japan to the front of world 
powers and we hail with hope and possibilities for extension of our trade to 
your ports.  The world wide depression has emphasized the need for the 
development of greater international trade and it is geographically natural 
that Japan and Australia should look to one another for the exchange of 
products.     

So, with the prolific propaganda that emanated from Radio Tokyo throughout the war, 
why did the broadcasts by Ken Goto [Sato] finish in June 1942?  If ―Goto‖ was actually 
Sato, then his secondment to the Japanese Army in June 1942 would have meant a change 
in duties, which could possibly explain why the broadcasts suddenly finished.  The defeat 
of the Imperial Japanese Navy in the battle of Midway, a major turning point in the war, 
was also possibly a factor. 

It is also interesting to note that, at the same time, the sinking of the Montevideo Maru 
was no secret in Japan.  The Japanese had broadcast that a ship carrying prisoners from 
Rabaul had been sunk with the loss of all aboard.  An Australian prisoner in Singapore, 
Douglas McLaggan, noted in his wartime POW diary (later published as The Will to Survive) 
that in Singapore the local newspaper had a story that an American submarine had sunk a 
prison ship, drowning most of the 1000 POWs and civilians aboard.  Australian officers who 
arrived in Zentsuji POW camp from Malaya in 1943 told the Rabaul officers a similar story.  
A diary entry by Japanese soldier Jiro Takamura, who had used some of the Rabaul POWs 
to repair trucks and radios, notes for July 9th 1942: 

Navy men say that the ship with the PsW which headed for Hainan Island was 
sunk by an enemy submarine on the way.  Probably all of the PsW have been 
killed.  Their compartment was locked so none could have been saved. 

Sato knew of the sinking and he had knowledge of the exchange of internees.  He was 
involved with the POWs and evidence suggest that he was in involved with the nurses 
taken from Rabaul to Japan, even boasting to one of the POWs that he was the public 
relations director of the Co-Prosperity Sphere.  With his secondment to the Japanese Army 
in June 1942 and the arrival of the prisoners from Rabaul in July his role seems to have 
changed to one of interrogator.  During his post-war interview he admits to having been 
involved with Ofuna interrogation camp and named certain Rabaul officers that were of 
special interest to him.  He also stated that: 

By mid-1942, after fierce Australian opposition in New Guinea, the experts in 
the Tokyo Gimusho were of the opinion that “there wouldn‟t be any 
collaboration on the part of Australians in the event of future Japanese 
landings”.   

In my next article I will explore Satos‘s role with the Rabaul prisoners in Japan. 
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Would anyone know the lady 

in the photo please? 

JACK MILLS (Gunner; Lance Bombardier, Lark Force) 1918—1942  

BESS FLORES (NÉE MILLS) VICTOR HARBOR SA and BRUCE MILLS, TUMBY 

BAY, SA 

Jack Mills was born in Cowell, Eyre Peninsula, South Australia 
on 14 July 1918. The 4th son and 5th child in the family of 11 
children of Richard Surguy and Barbara Mary Mills (née Hogg), 
Jack lived on family properties in Carpa, Cowell, Elbow Hill and 
Myola Station near Iron Baron and worked as a shearer, 
mostly on farms and stations on Eyre Peninsula. 

He enlisted in the Australian Permanent Forces at Adelaide SA 
on 13 January 1940, and was allotted Army Number SP 6530. 
He transferred to the AIF on 25 February 1941, was allotted 
Army Number SX11448 and served in Australia with the 10th

 

Australian Heavy Artillery Battery. As a member of L Battery, 
Lark Force, he embarked at Sydney NSW on 18 April 1941 for 
service in Rabaul. 

When Rabaul fell to the Japanese in January 1942, Jack was 
captured.  Later in 1942 our parents received a heavily 
censored letter, one of those dropped over Port Moresby saying that he was OK, and that 
our mother was not to worry. Later still, the Red Cross informed our parents that Jack was in 
Changi. 

After the war, we received further advice. When our cousin, the late Hirrell Mills, was Matron 
of the Mount Gambier Hospital, one of her patients was an ex-Rabaul soldier who was 
suffering from severe depression. He and Jack had been in the same small group trying to 
escape, and Jack, who was too ill with malaria to walk, had begged them to leave him, rather 
than try to carry him and thus increase the risk of capture. 

The patient had escaped and had been picked up in a small boat off the coast and returned 
to Australia, but the fact of having had to leave Jack had contributed to his depression. He 
was therefore relieved to hear of Jack’s letter but as we don’t now know who he was, we can 
only hope that he recovered, and thank him for sharing his story with us. 

In another development, in 1945 or 1946, a minister of 
religion who had also been captured but had returned to 
Australia, visited our by then widowed mother in Iron Baron. 

He told her that he knew Jack and was certain that he had 
seen him embarking on the Montevideo Maru. Again, we 
don’t know the name of this good man who took the time 
and trouble to travel unmade roads to find our mother, but 
from information received from Lindsay Cox, we think it must 
have been the late John May, whose family we thank. 

His information contradicts the Red Cross statement, as 
does further research by Anne and Jim Scott at the Kranji 
War Memorial in 1989, and by Frances Poole in 1990. They 
found no record of Jack having been in Changi. We hope 
therefore that the Japanese card indexes will eventually 
arrive at the Australian War Memorial and that they will help 
to resolve the mystery. 

Jack’s story is based partly on family memories, but mostly 
on research done by our eldest sister, the late Joan Mary 
Jenkins, née Mills, for her family history From whence we 
Inherit. (Privately published, 1988). We are seeking the 
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permission of her family to provide the Rabaul and Montevideo Mary Society with relevant 
extracts from the book and other records of her research. 

In the meantime, we hope that Jack’s set of Rabaul photos, which would have been 

taken between April 1941 and January 1942, will interest many, and may even be 

recognised by relatives and old friends. They are in the possession of Jack’s second sister 
Margret Warren, née Mills, and were supplied by Dr.Lachlan Warren. 

 

The ship in the background of this photo is the Macdhui 
Photo:  Jack Mills Collection 

ELIZABETH THURSTON 

Thank you to Mrs Betty Muller in Canberra and to Tony Wright of The Age 

I would like to give special thanks to Mrs Betty Muller (nee Gascoigne) who agreed to be 
interviewed by Tony Wright for the article published in The Age on ANZAC DAY.  Betty, 
like many members of our Society, is reluctant to seek any form of publicity concerning 
the loss of relatives in World War Two. But no one is better qualified to speak out than 
Betty, who tragically lost her father, Cyril, brother, Ivor and uncle, Harry Adams on the 
Montevideo Maru.  She has never courted public sympathy but rather she has borne her 
immense pain privately and courageously.  

Ian Munro from The Age was so moved by Betty‘s story that he engaged the News Section 
to bring both it and the aims of our society to the attention of readers. Betty was a 
reluctant interviewee but she agreed to speak with Tony Wright, who is a senior Fairfax 
journalist because she wanted to help our society achieve the goal of a memorial to be 
dedicated next year. Betty and Tony formed a bond of trust and because of Tony‘s 
sensitivity; Betty was able to revisit the traumatic events of 1942 during several hours of 
conversation.  Their contribution to our cause is very much appreciated by all. 

Thank you also to The Hon Malcolm Turnbull M.P Wentworth 

I would also like to thank my MP, Malcolm Turnbull, for putting all the information about 
the Montevideo Maru, our society and our fundraising efforts into his special Anzac 
Newsletter that was emailed to 50,000 members of the Wentworth Electorate. A postal 
mailing to that many people would have cost about $25,000! Our society deeply 
appreciates your help in facilitating news of our aims. 
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ARTHUR JOHN GEORGE 27.1.1920 - 1.7.1942 

Helen Jeffery 

 

Arthur was born in Queanbeyan NSW on the 27th 
January 1920. He was the fifth child of Edward 
Augustus and lda McDonald (nee Donnelly) George. 
Both his parents were born in the Canberra area and 
the family lived at Belconnen until 1922 when the 
Federal Capital Commission started resuming land to 
form Canberra. 

Arthur's parents worked for Colonel David Miller, the 
first Administrator of the Federal Capital Territory, 
and his son Selwyn. As their farm was one that was 
resumed, the Miller's and their workers moved to 
Wellingrove Station not far from Glen Innes NSW. 
The family had now grown to eight children, four 
girls and four boys. Arthur went to the Wellingrove 
School but left at the age of 14 to work on a pig 
farm, riding his bike five miles to and from work 
each day. 

Arthur's father died on the 21st September 1934 and 
the family moved into Glen Innes. 

Arthur's brother Eric had joined the army on the 3lst 
May 1940 and Arthur decided he would join as well. He enlisted on the 3rd September 
1940 in the 8th Division AIF and was posted overseas. He was on the ship the Montevideo 
Maru which was sunk on the 1st July 1942. Like many families they knew that he was 
missing in action but not until 1945 did they know the circumstances. 

Arthur's mother lda had a plaque put on his father's grave in Glen Innes with details of his 
death.  Ida died on the 16th January 1973.  His niece, following her mother Agnes's habit, 
puts flowers on the plaque for his birthday, Christmas and AnzacDay. 

Arthur's brother's and sister's were: 

Frederick William 18.9.1910 – 14.4.1939 

Hilda Merline     20.7.l9l2 – still alive.  Married John Pobje 

Elsie Gladys     13.12.1914 – 3.10.2008  Married Angus Duff 

Eric Edward     20.8.1918 – 28.7. 1992  Married and divorced 

Arthur John     27.1.1920 – 1.7.1942 

Agnes Mary     1.5.1923 – 30.6.2003  Married Alyn Judge 

Una Doris     l8.3.1925 – 12.6.1993  Married Neil Percival 

Noel Glen     12.10.1928 – 8.11.1991  Married June Dillon 

Arthur's sister, Hilda (my mother), came from Glen Innes to Queanbeyan for a holiday in 
1935 and stayed, she kept in touch with all the family and returned every two years to see 
them all; her last visit was in 1991. 

Hilda celebrates her 99th birthday in July 2011. I have spoken to her about the memorial 
being built at the War Memorial in Canberra and she is very pleased but sorry also that lots 
of families have not lived to see a monument in their honour. 
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GULLIDGE MEMORIAL AWARD  

LINDSAY COX 
Arthur Gullidge enlisted in the 
AIF in Melbourne, at the 
Victoria Street Drill Hall on 15 
July 1940. He was the 
Bandmaster of the Brunswick 
Salvation Army Band and 
brought along with him 22 
other Salvation Army 
Bandsmen to for the Band of 
the 2/22nd Battalion.  

Radio National presenter 
John Cleary wrote: ―In 
1933 William Arthur 
Gullidge won the Brass 
section of the Australian 
Broadcasting Commission‘s 
National Composition 
Award. In 1935 he won the 
Military Band Section 
awards [and] between 
these, in 1934, he won First 
Prize in two sections of the 
Salvation Army‘s International Competition.  He was Australia‘s most prolific 
composer of brass band music in the inter-war period.‖  
Sergeant Gullidge, as Bandmaster of the 2/22nd Band, arranged and produced the 

Australian Military Forces‘ Band Music for Church Parades, Ceremonial and Other 
Occasions in 1940.  
On 14 February 1941 the 23rd Infantry Brigade paraded through Melbourne. At the 
head of the march was the 2/22nd Battalion Band playing Gullidge‘s arrangement of 
the most popular song of the day, The Wizard of Oz; the unofficial ―Regimental 
March‖ of the Battalion. Later, in Rabaul, Gullidge composed the official 
regimental march, entitled Little Hell, - the title reflecting the Battalions three 
―2s‖ which in poker terms is known as ―little hell.‖  
Sergeant Arthur Gullidge perished on the Montevideo Maru. The Australian Army 

School of Music paid honour to Sergeant 
Gullidge‘s service and contribution to 
brass band music by introducing the 
Gullidge Memorial Medal in 1955. The 
award was a 50mm medallion presented 
annually to the leading music apprentice. 
In 2003 it was replaced by the current 
Defence Force School of Music‘s Gullidge 
Memorial Award.  
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An account of four years as a prisoner in wartime Rabaul – PART 2 

Sister M. Colomba, then an Irish missionary with the Sisters of our Lady of the Sacred 
Heart, in Rabaul, sends a letter home to friends with a moving account of life under 
the Japanese 1942-45. It has been edited for space reasons. 

With thanks to Gillian Nikakis and Cecily Smith 

SISTER M COLOMBA 

RAMALEI CAMP 13 November, 1945 

The most terrible of our experiences was still in store for us. On Feb 29th at 9 am the siren 
blew. We were scarcely in our trench when huge water torpedo bombs were crashing 
everywhere. The lights were extinguished by the blast of the first ones so that we were 
there in pitch darkness, the trench itself rocking and big clumps of soil falling everywhere.  
We expected to be killed this time. General absolution was given and we prayed as never 
we had prayed in our lives before. My word, it takes bombs to teach one to pray. No 
Treatise of St. Alphonsus Ligouri was ever more effective than those crashing monsters. 
Once again Our Blessed Mother and our good Angels had protected us. Blazing sun, hot, 
weary and tired - but we consoled ourselves with the thought of the great meal that we 
would have on the morrow. The morrow came but with it no respite. Quite early the 
bombers were over again giving us an even worse doing than on the previous day. First 
raid over we were about to emerge when a second group was heard. We crushed in as 
deep into the trench as we could; we clung to each other terror-stricken- the thundering 
of the crashing bombs had us nearly petrified. Again we received general absolution. Then 
a lapse. We listened, all was quiet - we could come out.  But no! A third group was heard, 
our hearts sank, our nerves were all on edge - we were almost panicky. lt seemed as if 
they were determined not to leave us alive this time. We crushed in, in, and still further 
in, so far as we could possibly go. By this time we were soaked in perspiration, our 
tongues parched with thirst. Down the bombs came again, in front, on and behind the 
trench. We prayed even more fervently than before if that were possible. We cried from 
the depths of our hearts, with all the strength of our souls "sacred Heart of Jesus, I place 
my trust in Thee". At last, 'twas over. We tried to light the lamps but could not owing to 
atmospheric conditions. We groped our way out and found but a desert before us – not a 
tree, not a blade of grass left, only twisted hideous iron and charred remains of our once 
beautiful mission.  It was a sad, sad, sight but in spite of it all, our hopes ran high, surely 
this was but a prelude to the arrival of our liberators. Little did we think that almost 
eighteen months of anxiety suspense and privation were yet ahead of us.  

lt was  afternoon when we emerged from our dark holes. The Japs had all gone to the 
bush, we felt free - now was our time to provide ourselves with some of their stores. At 
night, the boys went over to our former houses and managed to get quite a supply of food. 
We got some every night whilst the Japs were away - a period of at least four weeks, so 
we lived high on cocoa and biscuits for breakfast each morning. For four months we lived 
in these trenches - we had to remain in them almost all day as well as all night, as planes 
would shoot out from the blue at any and every minute of the day, machine- gunning as 
they went. When there were not planes we were driven in by the hot sun or else the rain - 
we had no other shelter. lt was the privation of water that we suffered most from during 
this time. For the days immediately following this bombing we had very little water, not 
even enough for drinking... For five days no one was able to have a wash. Just imagine 
this in such a climate and under those conditions. For our first wash we had one dish of 
water, not too big either, for forty Sisters. Each Sister washed her face in turn and then 
washed her feet. Yes, the water was mud when it was finished. After this we got about a 
pint and a half of water per person every night. In this we had to first wash ourselves and 
then our clothes. Naturally we all got a horrible skin disease from the filth and dirt. 

In the dugouts opposite ours, were most of the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart; 
together with the old and sick Fathers and Brothers. It was a terrible hole for all these sick 
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and ailing people. Every few days we had a death, fifteen alone died within a few weeks. 
Some of our pioneers especially had a sad end to their mission life. Old Br Deen, aged 84, 
got a fracture of his arm. There was no accommodation for sick people, not even 
sufficient space for all who were seeking shelter. ln a small corner the suffering Brother 
lay patiently awaiting the end of his long and fruitful life. Several times when the raids 
were on, his bed and he himself were covered with mud and soil which fell from the 
shaking walls. He only smiled and it was with a smile that he gave us his childlike soul to 
God on the 25th February.  Immediately after his death, Father Halt was placed in his bed. 
He was very ill too, and four days later he followed the Brother to his grave. His burial 
took place under the most miserable conditions. The passage in the dugout was almost 
closed by a mud slide and it was very, very difficult to remove the body. lt was a sad sight 
to see the venerable remains of one of God's Priests wrapped only in the blanket which 
had covered him in his last hours, dragged through this mud and hastily buried a few yards 
from the mouth of the trench. lt had to be hurried, for another missionary was dying and 
there were planes around. Rev. Br Buescher, an old Brother of 73 years, died a few hours 
later. He had passed peacefully away, quiet and silent as had been his whole life. He was 
buried beside Father Halt, only a few of his confreres stood beside the open grave. The 
Bishop had told the others to remain in the trench as the planes were machine-gunning 
the vicinity and might suddenly swoop over us before there was a chance to get back in 
again.  

On the nights of the 9th and 1Oth of March we had two deaths within four hours of each 
other. Brother lgnatius had suffered long from diabetes, whilst Brother Leonard had been 
wounded by a machine-gun bullet and had also contracted dysentery. Of the twelve who 
were wounded, the eight Fathers and Brothers died, but the two Sisters recovered. We 
had lots of cases of typhus, dysentery and pneumonia. It was always a problem to find a 
place to put those suffering ones - in fact it was an impossibility. A Sister who was dying of 
pneumonia had only a board 20 inches wide on which to lie. The weary patient had 
nowhere to rest her tired arms, so the Sisters would take it in turns to support their dying 
companion. She too was buried as she died - no religious habit, no coffin - she wore only a 
simple cotton dress made after our clothing was bombed, and was wrapped in an old 
blanket. Two new cemeteries were commenced during those dreadful days, one close to 
the entrance to each trench, as many times it was not safe to go even from one trench to 
another. 

About May 20th 1944 the Japanese told us that we would have to move to another locality. 
We feared going out in to the unknown. We came here to Ramale in the beginning of June. 
It is a very deep gully through which flows a fine creek.  The area allotted us was very 
small and all communication with outsiders was strictly forbidden. On our arrival a Jap 
officer read out the rules and regulations of the camp, ending up with the usual "Doxology'' 
anyone who infringes these rules will be shot to death. We have to be self-supporting, the 
Japs told us and they saw to it that we were, for they gave us nothing whatever after the 
first three months. We have had plenty of water here which is a great boon but the food is 
very poor. They gave us rice for this period because we could produce nothing from our 
gardens in that time. From then on we lived entirely on vegetables, Many times we 
thought we would eventually die of starvation, nevertheless we lived on in spite of all, 
and indeed are very much alive today. 

On August 19th 1945, the police told us armistice was signed. That was a day! We talked 
and talked, we went out to the gardens for the first time during our whole imprisonment 
without guards.  And at night nobody could sleep. Three weeks elapsed - these seemed 
almost the longest of our internment. Then we heard from an Indian that there were boats 
in the harbour and that we could expect to see our rescuers any day. 

We had been so excited all of this time that Mother thought it necessary to give us a little 
advice. "Sisters" said Mother, "when the soldiers do arrive, there will surely be officers 
amongst them who will want to make enquiries about everything. You must remember 
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your place and not rush in and talk before you are called for. Then too, you must put on 
your Sunday dresses when they arrive so as to look a bit respectable." Our shoes were 
wooden clogs made by the Brothers from bush wood, and our "habits" were cotton dresses 
of all the colours of the rainbow. We had not been allowed to wear anything white  or 
"We'd be shot to death", if we did. We all understood Mother's warning and all had the best 
intentions in the world, but when we heard an Australian coo-ee at the top of the hill 
about nine o'clock on the 13th September we all rushed like mad towards that hill, the 
good manners and the Sunday dresses forgotten. 

What a morning that was! Everyone talking and laughing and crying almost at the same 
time. What questions we had to ask! How we talked and talked and couldn't hear enough. 
It seemed as if we had come back from another world - and truly it had been at least 
another life from which we emerged - four years of silence and isolation from the rest of  
the world. 

Ramalei has changed. From a prison camp it has turned into quite a famous and pleasant 
place. We have streams of visitors every day. Cheerio in the meantime, and God Save 
lreland! 

Sister M. Colomba 

WEBSITE: 

www.memorial.org.au  

Have you any old photographs or letters, stories, or historical documents of the service 
men or civilians who lived in Rabaul and surrounding islands before WWII?  

Photos of Rabaul pre-war would also be welcomed. 

This information will help provide insights to the story of Rabaul, the New Guinea Islands 
and the Montevideo Maru. 

We thank those of you who have already sent them in; they will be on the website soon. 

Please Email:   andrea.williams@bigpond.com 

RECRUIT PEOPLE AS MEMBERS 

The Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society has over 320 members.  Each membership 
contributes to the memorial and is tax deductible.  Please encourage family and friends to 
join and to receive this monthly newsletter by emailing Andrea Williams  
andrea.williams@bigpond.com or writing to the Society c/- Jackson Wells Pty Ltd, PO Box 
1743, Neutral Bay NSW 2089 

DVD:  THE FALL OF RABAUL & KAVIENG 

4 hours over a 2 disc set, High Definition format. Cost:  A$43 incl p&p within Australia 

This 2-disc edition of "The Fall of Rabaul & Kavieng" features over 10 in-depth interviews 
with those who survived Rabaul in 1942 - plus extensive coverage of the events at 
Parliament House, 21st of June 2010. 

Schindler Communications has pledged $3 per unit donation for every copy sold to the 
Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society towards the building of the memorial. 

To purchase this DVD visit:  www.thefallofrabaul.com or phone: 0418 740182 

 

FEEDBACK 

MARIAN MAY 
CANBERRA 
I am currently reading Douglas Aplin's book Rabaul 1942. Somehow seeing the pages and 
pages of names of men lost on the ship and reading about the many others who died in 
action or trying to escape has brought home again in yet another way the enormity of the 
tragedy. It has so many levels. The repercussions on people's personal and family lives 
must just be enormous. 

mailto:andrea.williams@bigpond.com
mailto:andrea.williams@bigpond.com
http://www.thefallofrabaul.com/
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MARK DALE 
WOY WOY 
With reference to the article ‗Relatives Who Endured Awful Silence Still Wait For A 
Memorial‘, a copy of which was included in the Memorial News #26, it should be noted the 
three brothers referred to, (who were my Great Uncles), were incorrectly referred to as 
HP, DG and FJ Turner. 

They were actually SS (Sidney Stewart), DJ (Dudley James) and (as stated) DG (Daryl 
George) Turner. 

It is correct that they enlisted together, have sequential serial numbers and only ever 
served in the same Sections and Sub-sections together. 

Whilst any recognition is appreciated, I owe it to them that when they are remembered, 
the details presented are as accurate as possible. 

I intend to submit a more detail article soon on the short lives of these 3 inseparable 
brothers. 

DAWNE MILNE 
MOSMAN 
Having recently joined your Society and received your Newsletter I, together with my 
husband, would like to attend the Memorial Events in July.  My relationship to the events 
of 1942 is that of being a step-daughter of Allan Robert Wilkinson, VX 28520, from 
Victoria.  My memory of that time, aged 6, was my mother receiving a telegram ‗missing 
in action‘, an agonizing three years until ‗missing presumed dead‘.  In later years the Tol 
massacre was mentioned by the family, but Allan‘s military record just states ‗presumed 
dead‘, so am assuming his body was never found.  Despite a fulfilled, wonderful life, the 
feeling of those times have never left me and I am delighted that a memorial is to be 
erected.  Not ‗closure‘ as they say, but an acknowledgement of an event not well known.  
With thanks. 

CECILY SMITH 
BULL CREEK WA 
After reading Mr Maurice Saxby‘s account of his visit to the Ramalie Mission in Rabaul in 
1945, I have unearthed a copy of a long epistle given to me by Sister Mary Columba, a 
Sister of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, which she had written (66 years ago) and sent to 
her mother and family in Ireland after her release from being taken into captivity by the 
Japanese as a prisoner of war from 1942 until the end of hostilities in 1945.  Sister 
Columba became very well-known to me (and me to her!) so much so that I was worthy of 
being given a copy of her letter.  This developed as she was the only English speaker 
(?Irish) among the German Sisters and she was therefore escorting them and interpreting 
for them whenever she came to the X-ray Department of the 118th Australian General 
Hopsital where I was a VAD member of the Australian Army. 

The Ramalie Camp was without a doubt the Ramale Camp (spelt differently but 
pronounced the same) which Mr Saxby wrote about in his interesting account. 

BETTY PARR 
HEATHMONT 
Thank you for all the information you sent me – I‘m so happy there is the starting of a 
Memorial – with thoughts of Vance Crozier – RAE Rabaul. 

ELAINE ROBERTS 
AVALON 
Yesterday I read the article in the Sydney Morning Herald about the people on the 
Montevideo Maru.  It was of great interest to me as my husband, Leslie Roberts, was born 
in Rabaul in 1924 and lived there till 1940 and I have heard many stories of his life there 
and about his friends – many of whom lost their fathers on this ship. 
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Sadly my husband died over two years ago, but over his last year he put together an album 
of photographs of life there.  One of great interest is of Rabaul school – Betty Gascoigne is 
in it, and my husband said she was dux of the school at the time.  One of his best friends 
was Peter Coote, I think he was Philip Coote‘s son – also mentioned in the article. 

My husband tried to locate some of his school friends while he was sorting the photographs 
but was unsuccessful.  

VERA TAYLOR 
EAST RYDE 
My late husband, Archibald ‗Arch‘ Taylor NX 51929 was one of the fortunate soldiers who 
escaped into the jungle when the Japanese Force landed in Rabaul on the 23 January 
1942. 
Surviving several months in the jungle he returned safely on the Laurabada.  Arch was in 
the 17th Anti Tank attached to the 2/22nd Btn Lark Force.  He returned to Rabaul,now 
Sargent with the 1st New Guinea Infantry Company consisting of the local New Guinea men 
until the end of the war.  He served almost two years in this area. 
The returned men in Lark Force kept in close touch with each other until their demise.  
Bill Cook, a survivor of the Tol Massacre – the late Mick Smith NSW and Bill Harry from 
Melbourne. 
I hope your Society can raise the funds required for the Memorial to be placed at the War 
Memorial in Canberra. 

JIM CLARK 
BENALLA 
On reading Sister M Colomba‘s 
article in Memorial News, 
issue No 26, it occurred to me 
that you may like a copy of my 
Vunapope Shell and my uncle 
W(Ray) Mason who died on the 
Montevideo Maru.   

I inherited the shell when my 
mother died.  She never spoke 
much about it but it stood on 
the mantelpiece for many 
years.  Over the last five years 
I‘ve researched the 2/22nd 
Battalion, Rabaul and 
Vunapope.  I‘ve sent letters 
and this coloured copy to Sr 
Berenice Twohill and Lorna Johnston (‗Sisters of War‘) and they have both phoned me 
back to thank me.  I think Vunapope means ‗place of the Pope‘ because it was a Catholic 
Mission.  Sr Berenice thinks my uncle may have bought the shell in Chinatown in Rabaul 
where artefacts were sold to the soldiers before the invasion.  All this happened before I 
was born but my older sisters remember fighting over a shell bracelet of threepences or 
sixpences which accompanied the shell in a package that was sent by Ray to his mother 
and father in Wangaratta.  I hope the photo will give yet another personal dimension to 
Sister Colomba‘s Vunapope experiences. 

DONATIONS 

Recent donations towards the memorial have been gratefully received from:  

2/22nd Battalion, Furness, Elisabeth Murdoch Trust, Mathison, Cole nee Mullaly, Stevenson, 

Bourke, Keys, Hamilton, Lang, Coote, Carr, Benson, Collings, MacKellar, Parr, Malone, 

Jeffery, Lawrence, Visser, Mansley, Mansley-Beadle, Illingworth 
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MEMORIAL NOTICEBOARD 

A NATIONAL TIME OF REMEMBRANCE - 69th ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION 

Enrol now for a major event in Canberra to mark the 69th anniversary of the sinking of the 
Montevideo Maru. On Saturday 2 July there will be a reunion lunch at the National Press 
Club and on Sunday 3 July an ecumenical memorial service. Cost for both $55.  Payment 
methods are under ‗Society membership‘ below.   Contact Andrea Williams on 0409 031 
889 or 02 9449 4129 or at andrea.williams@bigpond.com. 
________________________________ 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO MEMORIAL NEWS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 
E: andrea.williams@bigpond.com Or P O Box 1743 Neutral Bay NSW 2089 

________________________________ 

REGISTER YOUR MEMORABILIA 

Register your New Guinea Islands, Rabaul and Montevideo Maru memorabilia with Lindsay 
Cox at The Salvation Army Heritage Centre. Contact lindsay.cox@salvationarmy.org or 
write to PO Box 18137, Collins Street East, Melbourne VIC 8000. 

________________________________ 

SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP 

Life membership - $500     Gold membership - $100     Ordinary membership - $50 

HOW TO REMIT FUNDS TO THE SOCIETY 

BY INTERNET: Transfer funds to the Society‘s bank account BSB 082-401 Account No 16-
083-2367. Notify your deposit in an email to tharyjanto@jacksonwells.com.au 

BY MAIL: Cheques to Rabaul & Montevideo Maru Society at PO Box 1743, Neutral Bay NSW 
2089. All funds devoted to constructing a memorial at the Australian War Memorial 

BY CREDIT CARD: 

CREDIT CARD AUTHORISATION FORM 

Card type:                                               

Credit card number: ____________   ____________   ____________   ____________ 

Expiry date: _______ / _______   CVV: _______ 

      Last 3 digits on back of credit card 

Amount to be charged: $ _____________ 

Complete mailing address: 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________  State:_____________ Postcode:_____________ 

Name on card: ______________________________________________________ 

Signature: ________________________________________________ 

Description of what is being paid for: 

Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society, PO Box 1 743, Neutra l Bay NSW 2089,  Austra lia  
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