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Seeking a 2nd (fund-raising) 
vice-president 
BY KEITH JACKSON 

A meeting of the Society’s executive 
committee in late November was told that 
the need to raise more funds for the 
Canberra memorial is now entering a 
critical phase. 

While the Society is finishing 2010 with more than 
$160,000 in the bank, thanks to great efforts on 
the part of its members and a generous federal 
government grant, if the memorial is to be 
opened in 2012 – the 70th anniversary year – a 
similar result will be required in 2011. 

The committee decided to establish the position 
of Vice-President (Funding), and it was agreed 
that the occupant will need to be appointed from 
outside the current committee membership. 

We will be delighted to hear from members, 
preferably with fundraising experience, who are 
interested in this vital and rewarding position. 

You should email me at benelong@bigpond.net.au 

Most committee business is conducted by email as 
members are located all over Australia. The 
position will receive support from experienced 
committee members in Brisbane, Melbourne and 
Sydney. 

Meanwhile, in a letter to Memorial News [see 
FEEDBACK], War Memorial director Steve Gower 
has said a review is beign conducted that will 
result in a recommendation on where the Rabaul 
and Montevideo Maru memorial should most 
appropriately be sited in the AWM grounds. 

The Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society was established to 
ensure national recognition and commemoration of the 
tragedies that ensued after the Japanese invasion of the New 
Guinea Islands in early 1942, including Australia’s greatest 
maritime disaster, the sinking of the Montevideo Maru with 
the loss of more than 1,000 lives. The Society is registered in 
the Australian Capital Territory (No A04977). ABN 960 583 
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Memorial raffle was a $20,000 
success 
BY PHIL AINSWORTH 

In late September through the good offices 
of John Holland, Air Niugini offered two 
return air tickets from Sydney to Rabaul for 
a raffle prize. 

This was quickly followed by an offer of a five-day 
accommodation package from the Rabaul Hotel, a 
total prize worth in excess of $5,000.  

Three organisations, encouraged by the 
generosity, decided to pool resources in a major 
fundraiser for the proposed national Rabaul & 
Montevideo Maru Memorial and the maintenance 
of the NGVR/PNGVR Military Museum. 

There was a mail-out to over 1,800 addressees 
and sales at the Rabaul Celebration function and 
Remembrance Day dinners in Sydney and 
Brisbane. 

In all, an extraordinary $25,000 was raised, of 
which $20,000 will be applied to the Memorial. 

The raffle was drawn at the PNGAA’s annual 
Christmas lunch at Killara Golf Club and the lucky 
winner was Ms Margaret Curtis from Melbourne. 

Margaret’s uncle was Private John ‘Jack’ Groat 
VX23647 of 2/22 Battalion, a victim of the 
Montevideo Maru sinking. Marg will take her 
mother, Jack’s sister Ailsa Nisbet, to Rabaul. 

The raffle arrangements were carried out by the 
NGVR/PNGVR and we thank Secretary Colin Gould 
and Treasurer Doug Ng for their contributions as 
well as sponsor King & Co. The whole exercise 
from concept to completion was accomplished in 
just over two months. 

We’d like to thank the many members of the 
Rabaul and Montevideo Society who purchased 
tickets and made such a great contribution. 

Source: Harim Tok Tok, No 65, December 2010, 
Newsletter of the New Guinea Volunteer Rifles 
and Papua New Guinea Volunteer Rifles Ex-
Members Association Inc 

Memorial News 21 
December 2010 

‘ 
Warmed by the embrace of the dear lost of the Montevideo Maru - Kim Beazley 

Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society 

mailto:benelong@bigpond.net.au
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Images of the POW cards we want our govt to secure 
BY KEITH JACKSON 

EARLIER this year, Memorial News 
revealed that in 1955 the Menzies 
Government refused a Japanese 
offer to provide documents that 
might have led to the disclosure of 
the names of the men who died on 
the Montevideo Maru. 

One of the last remaining great mysteries 
of Australia’s involvement in World War II 
involves the precise identities of the 
estimated 1,053 men who died when the 
Montevideo Maru was sunk. 

We have been given a number of images 
of the cards the Australian government 
has still not asked for – although 
Veterans’ Affairs Minister Warren 
Snowdon tells us he is on the case. 

The card shown here is that of a Dutch prisoner of the Japanese captured in Indonesia. As you can see, 
it contains much detail – detail that would be of great importance to the relatives of Australians who 
were captured by the Japanese in the Gazelle Peninsula in 1942. 

Eight years after the war, on 15 October 1953, ten Allied governments including Australia received a 
communication from Japan to exchange POW name cards in accordance with the Geneva conventions. 
The Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs said that, although it did not feel bound by the conventions, it 
desired to “deliver the records of individual prisoners of war … who were in the hands of Japan”. 

The Australian government did not respond to the request for 15 months, and when it did – on 18 
January 1955 - it put a dampener on the exercise. It said it didn’t want the cards. The Australian view 

was that all the information Australia wanted it had, and concluded 
with these extraordinary words: “No useful purpose would be 
served by a further exchange of information..." 

Australia was the only one of the ten countries involved not to 
exchange records. Now these critical documents have surfaced in 
Japan after much effort by diligent Japanese researchers. 

It just requires the Australian government to request the cards, and 
the relatives will find out more about the death of their loved 
ones. It is past time when this ought to have been done. 

Images of POW cards: Dr Keiko Tamura 

Answer to war puzzle may be on the cards 
BY NORMAN AISBETT 

“I CAN’T understand it,” says Grace Lovell, indignantly. “I want the government to get 
the cards, very much so.” 

The plucky 89-year-old has just learned that Japanese record cards for more than 21,000 Australian 
soldiers taken prisoner during World War Two have surfaced in Tokyo. 

And that Japan offered the same cards to Australia in October 1953 in a proposed, reciprocal exchange 
of information – only to have Australia refuse after two years of secret deliberations. 

The offer has been revealed in official documents that only recently became accessible in the 
Australian National Archives. 
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Japan made an identical offer to the United States, Britain, 
Canada, the Netherlands and New Zealand and all agreed to the 
exchange. 

“If these cards were available, they should have taken them,” adds 
Mrs Lovell, who was born in Horsham, Victoria, but has spent most 
of her adult life in Perth. 

She hopes that a POW card for her late brother, Frank Vale, is 
among those stored in a government department in Tokyo and 
contains information that could end her decades of wondering 
about his precise fate. 

Frank was 27 years old when he was one of 1053 captured 
Australians presumed drowned when a U.S. submarine sank a 
Japanese ship - the Montevideo Maru – taking them to Hainan in 
Japanese-occupied China in July 1942. 

The submarine’s crew did not know the ship was carrying the 845 
Australian soldiers and 208 civilians who had been captured in 
Rabaul, New Britain. None of them survived. It was Australia’s 
worst sea disaster. 

Born in Ararat and one of five siblings (their father was a railwayman whose job moved the family a 
lot), Frank was an engineer in the army’s Lark Force. 

Mostly comprised of Victorians, the small force had the hopeless task of trying to defend Rabaul, New 
Britain, with inadequate weaponry, no sea support and only small and antiquated air support against a 
massively superior Japanese force.. 

Many family members of those presumed lost with the Montevideo Maru have, like Mrs Lovell, lacked 
confidence in the officially-accepted version of events. Some doubt the Australians ever made it on 
board. 

The president of the Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society, Keith Jackson AM,  said yesterday the POW 
cards in Japan could end the doubt if, as he understood, they contain details of prisoner transfers from 
camp to camp. 

“This would establish whether men had died with the ship, or on land; and precisely who was on board 
the ship when it sank – their names,” he said. 

Mr Jackson met recently with the Minister for Veterans Affairs, Warren Snowdon, and won an assurance 
that Mr Snowdon would look into the matter of the POW cards and a lingering mystery surrounding the 
Montevideo Maru’s “nominal roll” of all who were on board. 

The roll was given to an Australian army investigator in Tokyo immediately after the 1939-45 war but 
was lost after being brought to Australia. 

Mrs Lovell, who receives regular newsletters from the Society, and studies them closely, is pleased 
with the late flurry of action on the matter. 

“It’s a little confusing, all this information coming out now, so long after … 68 years I think,” she said. 
“But I think they owe it to those men to see what’s on the cards. 

“Many people have died in between times without knowing for sure what happened. It’s still a bit of an 
open book, so if these cards have all the names and the details of where and when the men were being 
taken, that could finalise it.” 

The newly available, national archive documents show that cards were created and kept by Japan’s 
Prisoner of War information Bureau. 

And, that Australia declined the Japanese offer because the Department of the Army and Department 
of External Affairs questioned the “value and reliability” of any of the records of Australian POWs that 
might have become available. 

A  March  18, 1955 Department of Army memorandum noted there had  already been about five years 
of post-war information gathering on Australian and Allied POW servicemen and civilians. Any attempt 
to re-open investigations would be unnecessary and possibly “confusing and misleading”. 



 4 

“How could they know that there was nothing new that until they had seen the POW cards?” said one 
respected Japanese researcher, Mr Harumi Sakaguchi, yesterday. 

The national president of the Ex-Prisoners-of-War Association of Australia, Cyril Gilbert, said from 
Brisbane said he was “very surprised” to hear that Australia rejected the offer of the POW cards. 

“If all the other Allied countries approved, Australia should have approved,” said Mr Gilbert, 90, and a 
former army sergeant, who was captured in Singapore in February 1942 and later suffered badly on the 
Burma-Thailand railroad. 

He said the cards were important for ex-POWs and their families and for the Australian historical 
record. 

Returned Services League (RSL) national secretary, Derek Robson said he would have thought the cards 
automatically fell under an existing Australia-Japan relationship with the Australian War Memorial for 
exchange of research information. 

Canberra should “absolutely” request possession of the cards or copies of them, he said. 

Picture provides a bond 
MOST OF the men who died on the Montevideo Maru did not leave much behind that 
would attest to their time in Rabaul. 

And what they did leave remained of incalculable value to their families – as a tangible connection with 
a loved one now gone. 

For Grave Lovell, the bond with her brother Frank is this splendid photograph of a volcanic eruption. 

Grace Lovell’s brother, Frank Vale [VX129409, Sapper, Rabaul Fortress Engineers] took this photo of 
Rabaul’s Matupit (Tavurvur) volcano. 

Frank died aged 26 on the Montevideo Maru. The inscription on the back of the photo reads: “Matupi in 
action, 4/8/41”. 
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New book weaves an exciting tapestry from a familiar yarn 
BEFORE the war in the Pacific, the town of Rabaul represented a 
tranquil tropical world of colonial order. 

But, with its magnificent natural harbour and weak defences, the port was a 
very desirable target.  

Japan struck the town decisively in 1942 bringing that sedate era of security to 
an abrupt end. Many Australians perished and until this year – when the 
Australian Parliament made amends - their sacrifice had never been fully 
acknowledged.  

A newly released book, White Ghosts Black Shadows by Ray Johnston, tells the 
story of the lost men and women of Rabaul in a new and powerful way. It too 
offers recognition of a monumental tragedy that occurred as an unprepared 
nation abandoned the residents of Rabaul to their fate. 

This book is an exciting 'faction' (fact and fiction) story based on extensive research and a solid 
understanding of the events and people involved in the invasion. Ray Johnston spent 13 years in New 
Britain and learnt the Nakanai language.  

In the 1970s local people told him they had rescued Australian soldiers. Ray made a pact with himself 
to find out what happened. The project had to wait 30 years, but now his efforts have resulted in this 
remarkable book. 

The book covers events well known to many readers: escape bids, both successful and unsuccessful; 
colourful planters; desperate administration officials, police and soldiers; worried missionaries and 
local people; loyalists and traitors; and Japanese officers, ranging from a deranged bully to an 
idealistic peacemaker. All parade through this remarkable story. 

A ripping yarn it surely is, but it is an absorbing read that profiles the national, cultural and racial 
collisions that took place in this short, violent encounter. 

It reveals the characters' hearts as they deal with feelings of abandonment. It demands answers as to 
who was to blame for the sequence of tragedies that unfolded. 

White Ghosts Black Shadows poses profound questions about who is fit to lead. It describes the miracle 
of deliverance. And it draws readers into an exploration of the human psyche in the very shadow of 
destruction. 

White Ghosts Black Shadows by Ray Johnston, Sid Harta Press, 2010 

Available soon in bookstores, online or from the author direct rayj_china@yahoo.com.au for $24.95 
plus P/P. The author will donate some of the proceeds to the Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society 

 

The committee of the Rabaul and Montevideo 
Maru Society wish all our members and supporters 
the compliments of the Season and thank you for 
your continuing commitment to this great cause. 

We all look forward to 2011 being a year of 
achievement and progress as the signal year of 
2012 approaches: marking the seventieth 
anniversary of the invasion of Rabaul and the 
sinking of the Montevideo Maru and, we hope, 
the year in which a permanent and appropriate 
memorial is established in the grounds of the 
Australian War Memorial. 

mailto:rayj_china@yahoo.com.au
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The intriguing story of the well-travelled cheque 
BY ROD MILLER 

LINDSAY FOX’s request for information on Rabaul memorabilia reminds me of some of the more unusual 
items I had seen during my years of research. 

One intriguing piece is a cheque, hand-written by Major Leslie H Lannan of the 2/22nd Battalion. There seems to be 
little information about Major Lannan’s escape after the Japanese invasion of Rabaul, but a translated Japanese diary 
noted his arrival at Vunapope mission after being captured on 5 April 1942: 

 
 

I assume that along with this group of hungry and tired men he arrived at Induna Seventh Day Adventist Mission on 31 
March 1942. Food was a problem for the escaping troops. Although the New Britain natives at first welcomed the 
troops, offering food and shelter, the sheer numbers passing through soon meant that gardens were depleted and food 
resources severely strained.  

In a note with the cheque Leslie wrote that he had paid Denny, who was probably the boss boy of the mission, for the 
food including a goat and vegetables. Somehow the natives at the mission had preserved the cheque for the three and 

a half years of Japanese occupation and then 
presented it at the Turramurra branch of the Bank of 
New South Wales on Sydney’s North Shore.  

From there it was forwarded to the Melbourne Stock 
Exchange branch on which it had been written. It is 
not known how the cheque was returned to Leslie, but 
such a cheque would have been a curiosity, so it is not 
unlikely that Leslie received a call from his bank 
manager and retrieved the cheque as a souvenir. 

But how did this cheque get to Australia in 1946? 
Research into wartime Rabaul often reveals answers to 
such questions in the most unusual places. The mystery 
of this cheque’s arrival in Australia was no exception.  

Whilst reading Tokyo Calling – the Charles Cousens 
Case, I was intrigued by the fact that the Australian government had paid for a Niesi Japanese, Hiroshi Niino, to come 
to Australia to testify against Charles Cousens, who was being tried for treason for broadcasting for the Japanese from 
Radio Tokyo during the war. 

Although it would seem Niino had very little to do with Cousens in Japan, he had acted as a civilian interpreter with 
the Japanese army in Rabaul. Author Ivan Chapman noted that “At a small town near Sydney, Niino met a former POW 
who wanted to know the whereabouts of other Australian troops captured by the Japanese at Rabaul.” 

This link to a former Rabaul POW intrigued me so I started to research Niino. I discovered that the ex POW who had 
interviewed Niino was Gordon Thomas, the former editor of The Rabaul Times. Knowing Niino had been in Rabaul, 
Thomas had suggested to the authorities that he be interviewed in the hope that he might be able to provide further 
information about the fate of missing civilians. 

A hand-written note in Niino’s file reveals that Gordon Thomas also interviewed two indigenous New Guineans who, 
with four others, had been brought to Australia to sail the Adventist Missions’ new lugger back to Rabaul. These men 
were staying at the Seventh Day Adventist Mission Union Conference centre in Wahroonga. The nearest Bank of New 
South Wales was the Turramurra branch. 

Leslie noted that, although Denny had died from natural causes in 1943, his wife and children were returned to their 
former home on Buka Island and were granted a pension by the Australian government in recognition of the help Denny 
gave to escaping troops after the Japanese invasion. 
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It’s been a busy fundraising time for our Society 
BY ANDREA WILLIAMS 

THREE EVENTS with Patrick Lindsay speaking about his latest 
book The Coastwatchers were successfully hosted by the 
Papua New Guinea Association of Australia (PNGAA) in 
November with funds raised donated towards the Rabaul and 
Montevideo Maru memorial at the Australian War Memorial. 

A dinner in Sydney on 9 November was sponsored by the Kirribilli Club 
and enthusiastically supported by nearly 160 people who attended.  
These included a wide variety of people with experience in or 
connections to PNG, and who came from all walks of life.  Historian Rod Miller was MC for the evening.  Dennis Doyle, 
Acting President of the PNGAA, spoke about PNGAA and the Montevideo Maru. 

Ally Martell was the key organiser of two excellent functions in Brisbane. A Remembrance Day Business Breakfast at 
Tattersall’s Club had 60 people attend.  Rev Haydn Parsons, Chaplain of the Enoggera Army Barracks, was a special 
guest and Rory O’Connor was the MC.  Air Niugini, who very kindly sponsored the raffle prize of two return tickets to 
Rabaul in conjunction with accommodation provided by the Rabaul Hotel, was represented - and Adventure 
Professionals from Toowoomba added support to the day.  Also attending the event was Paul Nerau, PNG Consul 
General in Brisbane.  We learned that one of Paul’s relatives was a coastwatcher! 

74 people then attended the Remembrance Day luncheon at the Ship Inn, 
Brisbane, with guests coming from both intra-state and Papua New Guinea.  
Guests were delighted that David Curnow, ABC TV Presenter for the 7pm 
weekly news in Brisbane, generously gave his time to be our MC for the 
lunch and showed a great interest in our cause.  We were delighted that 
Coastwatcher Lionel Veale attended.  Unfortunately Matt Foley was unwell 
on the day. 

At both the Remembrance Day Breakfast and the luncheon, Phil Ainsworth 
– President of the NGVR/PNGVR Association – and active on both the 
Society committee and the PNGAA committee, gave an informative 
electronic presentation on the fall of Rabaul and Kavieng in January 1942, 
our work towards a memorial and the fundraising needed for it.  Guests 

were impressed by the many stark facts presented in contrast with the beautiful photographs of now peaceful places in 
the New Guinea islands.  Whilst some members of the various audiences had connections to the PNG islands, many 
were astounded at information they did not previously know. 

The highlight of each event was our guest speaker - Patrick is a highly skilled presenter and guests thoroughly enjoyed 
his ability to encapsulate the essence and significance of the events in a quiet dry humorous way.  Guests were 
enthralled with anecdotes of the many heart-stopping moments experienced by the Coastwatchers and their daring 
lives in the jungles of the New Guinea islands, Bougainville and the Solomons.  Patrick, in turn, was delighted to meet 
so many who had direct links with the action.  The story of the Coastwatchers is integral to the New Guinea islands 
during WWII and linked to those who lost their lives in the islands or on the Montevideo Maru. 

There was great feedback from the events: ‘I and those on my table enjoyed it very 
much’. ‘Terrific night last night’; ‘super speeches’. ‘It was a great night and speakers 
held the audience spellbound – well done!’ 

Random House also assisted the fundraising of the events by offering a discount on the 
book sales.  150 books were quickly sold and an additional 30 were ordered.  These 
should be finalised shortly and it is expected that the amount raised from the functions 
to be donated towards the memorial will be in the vicinity of $5000. 

The functions were greatly enjoyed by those who attended.  They helped get the story 
of what happened in the New Guinea islands to a wide audience and also to contribute 
funds towards the memorial.  We thank everyone who attended and especially Patrick 
Lindsay for his contribution. 

Photos: (1) Patrick Lindsay; (2) David Curnow and Phil Ainsworth; (3) Lionel Veale and 
Ally Martell 
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MEMORIAL NOTICEBOARD 
INVASION OF RABAUL – 23 JANUARY 1942 
Andrea Williams writes: I think we should encourage people to write to their state and local RSL newsletters about the 
loss of brothers/fathers as a way of remembering the invasion on 23 January 1942. The next RSL newsletters should 
cover this date. They could also mention our fund-raising efforts for a memorial at the AWM – this would all help to 
create awareness about what we wish to achieve. I also encourage members to write to their state RSL newsletters 
about their reaction to the Sisters of War film and their personal loss related to it. Again, this spreads the story and is a 
way of remembering what happened around 23 January 1942.  

________________________________ 

LOCAL FUNDRAISING IDEA 1 – ORGANISE A COMMUNITY FILM SHOW 
Local groups could think of using the ABC-TV documentary Sisters of War as a platform for a fundraising event. This will 
provide local people and communities with an opportunity to take on some responsibility for fundraising. Want more 
information? Contact Andrea Williams at andrea.williams@bigpond.com or 0409 031 889 or 02 9449 4129 

________________________________ 

LOCAL FUNDRAISING IDEA 2 –ASK YOUR RSL TO JOIN THE SOCIETY 
If an RSL donates $500 or more to the memorial fund, we can enroll it as a Life Member of the Society; which, in 
addition to making a fine contribution to our work, will entitle the RSL to receive DVDs, newsletters and other 
information, which may interest their members. Thanks to Elizabeth Fletcher for signing up the Dee Why RSL Sub-
Branch as a Gold Member. 

________________________________ 

A NATIONAL TIME OF REMEMBRANCE - 69th ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION 
Two major events will be held in Canberra next July to mark the 69th anniversary of the sinking of the Montevideo 
Maru. On Saturday 2 July there will be a reunion lunch at the National Press Club and on Sunday 3 July an ecumenical 
memorial service is planned for the Royal Military College Chapel at Duntroon. People who may attend should register 
their preliminary interest with Andrea Williams at andrea.williams@bigpond.com or 0409 031 889 or 02 9449 4129. 

________________________________ 

REGRET & RESOLUTION - HISTORIC DVD AVAILABLE 
Regret & Resolution – Phil Donnison’s DVD of the historic parliamentary proceedings to mark the invasion of the New 
Guinea Islands and the loss of the Montevideo Maru is available from Society Treasurer, Teddy Haryjanto, for $20 ($40 
for non-members) including post and packing. 

The DVD is in two parts: a short version, A Flame Never Extinguished, providing highlights of the events in Parliament 
on 21 June; and Regret & Resolution, full coverage of all the events that memorable day. See payment options on back 
page 

________________________________ 

REGISTER YOUR MEMORABILIA 
Register your New Guinea Islands, Rabaul and Montevideo Maru memorabilia with Lindsay Cox at The Salvation Army 
Heritage Centre in Melbourne. Contact lindsay.cox@salvationarmy.org or write to PO Box 18137, Collins Street East, 
Melbourne VIC 8000. 

________________________________ 

HELP GIVE OUR CAUSE PUBLICITY 
With the 69th anniversary of the invasion of Rabaul coming up on Sunday 23 January, why don’t you approach your local 
newspaper and radio and television station to tell them about this major wartime event, its impact on your family and 
what the Society is doing to commemorate its consequences. If you need advise on what to say and do, contact Bob 
Lawrence on 02 9904 4333. 

mailto:andrea.williams@bigpond.com
mailto:andrea.williams@bigpond.com
mailto:lindsay.cox@salvationarmy.org
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FEEDBACK 
JAMES ROGERS 
Director Commemorations, Department of Veterans' Affairs 

Many thanks for this informative newsletter. We look forward to working in close cooperation with the Society in 
ensuring the successful completion of the Montevideo Maru Memorial in the grounds of the Australian War Memorial and 
also the planned commemorative events next July. 

SANDY McNAB 
Frankston VIC 

Thank you for your understanding. I get upset when I read these things written about my mates who are no longer with 
us. I don’t really blame Mr Lindsay, I only wish he had got both sides of the question. Perhaps he thought we were all 
dead! 

You flatter me in calling me ‘a legend’, I was only the boy around the place. Colin Francis was the youngest in the 
section and I was the second youngest, three months older. Mother Nature has got her sums right, because of all the 
men in our section and the relief section, Colin and I are the only ones still alive. 

Some people may say that, because of that, I can say what I like because there is no-one to say I am lying. But I have 
my diaries, and more importantly I have copies of Lt Jack Mackie’s diary and a copy of an exchange of letters between 
Jack and Paul Mason. Also I have a copy of the original Coast Watchers by Eric Feldt, in which he denigrates the 
officers and men of No 1 Independent Company. 

Also I have a copy of the apology Feldt had to put in the daily newspapers after lex Fraser paid him a visit and forcibly 
pointed out the error of his ways. Lex also had to pay a visit to Harry Murray and his wife after she published a couple 
of books bad-mouthing our officers. Poor old No 1 Company. 

Talking of legends, you have three men of No 1 Company who fall under that description in my mind. Lionel Veale 
comes to mind. Most coastwatchers carried out one or two missions. Lionel (or Hooks, as we called him) was on six 
missions and I think he did most of the work. 

Jack Ranken was in a party led by Fairfax Ross and, with another coastwatcher and a party of native soldiers, were in 
an ambush site waiting for a patrol of Japs who were coming to overrun the main camp. Jack held his fire until the 
Japs were within ten yards and opened up with his Bren gun. He chopped them up but they kept attacking. Jack held 
them off for the next hour until they gave it up and retreated. Jack had halted the patrol which had  the advantage of 
numbers plus mortars to plaster Jack’s position. 

The next legend is Lex Fraser, who was a Captain and second-in-charge of our company. Until I joined No 1 Company, I 
was not impressed with many of the officers I had contact with, but the officers of our company were of a different 
breed and Lex was outstanding as a leader during the war, and after the war he carried on the job and was always 
available to help his men in any way they desired. 

Myself, I was in the army six years, started as a Private, never got demoted, and finished as a Private! If it suits you, I 
would be pleased to relate some of my experiences on the lighter side of things. Thank you for your patience, Keith, in 
reading this far. I will certainly keep in touch. 

STEVE GOWER AO 
Director, Australian War Memorial 

First steps of the project have begun by commissioning architect Richard Johnson to review the site plan. This is a 
basic requirement for work on any public site to progress. This includes a review of the site in terms of visitor access, 
public safety, relationship to existing works, adjacent roads and infrastructure issues such as surrounding trees, 
drainage and elevation. This review will result in a recommendation on where the Montevideo Maru memorial should 
most appropriately be sited. 

Once the site has been identified, reviewed by the Advisory group and approved by Council, Expressions of Interest 
(EOI) from a short list of artists, architects and sculptors will be called. The EOI will give the applicants exact details of 
the proposed site, surrounding infrastructure and other memorials so that their proposals will be a good fit for the site. 
The Australian War Memorial and Montevideo Maru Memorial Advisory Group will then review the artists’ concepts and 
give its recommendations to Council for final approval. 
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KEN HAYES 
Somerton Park SA 

I had an uncle (John William Hayes) and two cousins (Basil and Rex Wythe) who 
were captured at Rabaul and lost on the Montevideo Maru and I have always 
been interested in the subject. They were all born in Hamilton, Victoria, as I 
was. I was a "nasho" at Puckapunyal in 1955 and am a member of Brighton (SA) 
RSL sub-branch and have been the Almoner for over two years, mainly visiting 
veterans who are unable to visit the club rooms for health and mobility 
reasons. I am also a member of the Uniting Church (formerly Methodist) Synod 
SA History Council. 

On hearing about the Society in May, Barbara and I joined as Life Members. Then I made the appropriate arrangements 
to visit Canberra for 21 June. On the plane I sat next to a veteran, Norm Furness, who was also going to Canberra for 
the event. We exchanged names and Norm asked if I had a relation at Rabaul. I replied, yes. He asked "was he of light 
stature with fair hair and blue eyes?" I replied, yes. He said: "We stood next to one another at Caulfield for enlistment". 
Norm's number VX 23557, John's VX23568. Norm stated: "We marched from Trawool to Bonegilla and slept in the same 
hut. We were very close until separated at Rabaul, I escaped; John was captured". Norm and I then spent some time 
together in Canberra. 

I met a Lois Newman from Bendigo and we shared stories. I was wearing my Brighton name collar and I told her of my 
uncle and two cousins. She asked, "Were they all Hayes?" I replied no. "What were the names of your cousins?" she 
asked and I replied, Wythe. She immediately put her arms around me and was absolutely excited. Lois then explained 
that her best friend was Jan Wythe (Bendigo) who happened to be the daughter of Basil Wythe. You can imagine the 
excitement all round. I met many other people of interest that day and shared stories. One was George, the son of a 
Methodist Minister, Rev Oakes (captured at Rabaul), and I told him of my church connections in Adelaide and my 
friendship with the son of the late Rev Laurie McArthur, also lost at Rabaul. I mentioned also that we know the son of 
the Rev W Linggood, another Methodist missionary. Any material I gain about these missionaries is added to the Synod's 
history file. 

The next coincidence relates to Ted Saligeri who was from Cavendish near Hamilton, Victoria. He grew up on the 
property next to my late father in law. Ted was one of the lucky ones who escaped and returned to the family property 
after the war, Barbara knew him but he was obviously older than she is. Earlier this year there was a centenary for the 
Cavendish Closer Settlement and there we met the widow of the late Ted Saligari who was a very close friend of the 
Wythe cousins. I have sent her a DVD of the Montevideo Maru story. I have told many Brighton SA Veterans of my visit 
to Canberra and they talk of those they knew who were on the Montevideo Maru. One veteran said, "Please visit Marie 
Thompson (nee Naulty)". I did and she showed me photos of her father (in the New Britain civil police) who was 
captured and also on the Montevideo Maru.  

At that time I was sharing information with Doreen MacGowan (nee Crawley) whom I met in Canberra and she said her 
father was also in the New Britain civil police, and was lost on the ship. Emails were exchanged with photos of their 
fathers in uniform. Additionally one of the Brighton veterans was at Rabaul in 1945 when the Japanese surrendered. 

I have also obtained photo copies from the Hamilton Spectator newspaper which in October 1945recorded the death 
notices of my uncle and cousins. Additionally I have items cut out of a Melbourne newspaper with reference to my 
uncle and also NGVR and New Guinea residents (1945). I am fortunate to have Hank Nelson’s book, Prisoners Under 
Nippon, as well as other books plus copies of the audio tapes of the series broadcast on consecutive Sunday evenings by 
the ABC in 1984 when Tim Bowden was involved. I also have a hard copy of the hand written and typed Log Book of USS 
Sturgeon re the attack on the Montevideo Maru. Since Canberra I have exchanged letters, photos and phone calls with 
Norm Furness and Lois Newman.  

Photo: Barb and Ken Hayes 

JOY LARKIN 
Mornington VIC 

I read of your Society in the Lark Force Association newsletter and have also spoken to Norm Furness. My husband Bill 
(WH) Larkin was a member of Lark Force and became a prisoner of the Japs while most of his men were lost on the 
Montevideo Maru. 

I value the news in the Lark Force newsletter and Norm suggested I might join your group. Bill was in the RAE but was 
in Zentsuji [prison camp] with 2/22nd people and I met them after they came home, mostly Victorians but I met the 
interstate people when they were in Melbourne. 
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I served in the RAAF in World War II, which puts my age well into the eighties so I don’t travel now. I enclose a cheque 
to become a member and I admire you for maintaining the memory of those men and women. 

DOROTHY COLLINGS 
Garran ACT 

Enclosed is my monthly donation. Thank you for the Canberra video and a big tick to whoever puts together the 
interesting newsletters. 

We thank Dorothy for her great and continuing generosity in subscribing $20 to the Society each month  

BARBARA SADLER 
Lesmurdie WA 

Recently I was on a short holiday in our south-west when I was privileged to visit the Dardanup Heritage Park. The park 
is well laid out – all voluntary work – with displays and full restored heritage collectables. 

The military section is being enlarged and due to open very soon. It is well laid out and kept immaculately. 
Unfortunately there is nothing – not at all – about the Montevideo Maru. I spoke to one of the men in charge and said I 
would see what I could do. He showed genuine interest and said he would be pleased to have an literature to display. 

Anyone visiting WA, do try to put this on your ‘must see’ list, staying, perhaps, at Busselton. This park is set in the 
country and there’s something of interest for all to see. A half day well spent. 

Dardanup Heritage Park, 416 Moore Road, Dardanup WA 6236 

LLOYD FOSTER 
Melbourne VIC 

I am Chris Diercke’s cousin in Melbourne. Chris was staying with me to visit my mother in hospital when I passed on the 
contact details of Major General Jim Hughes.  I understand this contact led to promising leads to find the missing 
nominal roll, but this doesn’t seem to have come to a conclusion.  Could you please tell me if this is still in progress?  I 
don’t need a full account, but just a couple of words of insight would be greatly appreciated. 

On the other hand the opening up of the information on the cards from the Japanese end is very encouraging. 

I know how excited Chris was to make contact with Mr. Hughes and I would like to think that this progress was 
continuing.  I miss Chris terribly and I know that when it came time to deliver the eulogy for my Mother there could be 
no finer person than Chris.  His passing was tragic and now the passing of his eldest son, Nathan, brings more sadness 
to the family. 

While I don’t particularly have a direct connection with New Guinea I do feel an association through the stories that 
Chris and his Mother, Gwen have told me.  My father was in the 2/12 and saw action in Tobruk, and while his mates 
went on to PNG he didn’t. Also I grew up in Alexandra and have passed through Trawool many times, not knowing its 
history until recently. 

Thank you Keith, for such a fine source of information and allowing me to understand so much of the history of our 
country and my family. 

Chris was a marvellous man and I still feel a great sadness at his death. His son Kurt is now on the Society's 
committee, having replaced Chris. We have continued Chris's pursuit of the nominal role and have now engaged both 
the Vets Affairs' Minister and the Army in this project. I have attached the two most recent Society newsletters. The 
only way to receive them regularly is to join the Society (the newsletters have full details of how to do this). 

PATRICK BOURKE 
Cronulla NSW 

I have noticed that a background paper on the sinking of the Montevideo Maru has been posted on the Australian 
Parliamentary Library website on 8 November 2010 by David Watt from Foreign Affairs, Defence and Security Section. 
The paper can be accessed by putting Parliamentary Library The sinking of the Montevideo Maru in your search engine. 
As the paper will probably be read by politicians and others the information in this publication should be accurate and 
regularly updated. 

Interesting, I also received an email too from Troy Loveday, a staff member from Scott Morrison's office ( Federal 
Member for Cook , my local member), advising me of this addition to the Parliamentary Library. It is good to see 
interest from my local member's office. 
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PAT McGRATH 
Secretary, Herbert River RSL, Ingham QLD 

Please find a cheque for $500 to enable this sub-branch to become a Life Member of the 
Society. We wish you all the best with the construction of the memorial. 

DEB JARRITT 
After doing some family history research, I have found that a great uncle of mine was one of 
the missing soldiers who drowned when the Montevideo Maru was torpedoed. His name was 
Frederick Russell Hughes, born in Maryborough, Victoria.  

From what my mother can remember, uncle Fred never came back from WW2. A letter was 
sent saying he was "presumed dead". His army records show “Deceased. Date: 1-7-1942. Place: 
Rabaul. Nature of death: Presumed dead.”  

When the Federal Government acknowledged the Montevideo Maru tragedy in June this year, 
my thoughts of Great Uncle Fred came flooding back. I'm sorry it has taken me so long to 
contact you but I'm glad I have. 

Here’s a photo of my Great Uncle as displayed in his army records. Vale Private Frederick 
Russell Hughes. VX34527. Age 28 years. 

HOW TO REMIT FUNDS TO THE SOCIETY 
MEMBERSHIP OF THE SOCIETY 

Life membership - $500     Gold membership - $100     Ordinary membership - $50 

Internet: Transfer the appropriate funds to the Society’s bank account BSB 082-401 Account No 16-083-2367. Notify us 
of the deposit in an email to tharyjanto@jacksonwells.com.au. By mail: Cheques to Rabaul & Montevideo Maru Society 
at PO Box 1743, Neutral Bay NSW 2089. All funds devoted to constructing a memorial at the Australian War Memorial. 
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Name on card: ______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Authorised signature: ________________________________________________ 
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