
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historic DVD is now available 
Regret & Resolution – the DVD of the historic 
parliamentary proceedings to mark the invasion 
of the New Guinea Islands and the loss of the 
Montevideo Maru – has now been sent to all the 
people who ordered it. 

The DVD is in two parts: a short version, A Flame 
Never Extinguished, providing highlights of the 
events in parliament on 21 June; and Regret & 
Resolution, the full coverage. 

You can also select separately the seven segments 
of Regret & Resolution – The introduction; Alan 
Griffin; Louise Markus; Bob Katter; The reception; 
The memories; and The summary. 

Copies of the DVD are available from Teddy 
Haryjanto for $20 ($40 for non-members) 
including post and packing. 

Internet. Transfer funds to the Society’s bank 
account BSB 082-401 A/c No 16-083-2367. Notify 
us by email to tharyjanto@jacksonwells.com.au 

Post. Cheques to the Rabaul & Montevideo Maru 
Society at PO Box 1743, Neutral Bay NSW 2089 

69th anniversary commemoration 
Two major events will be held in Canberra next 
July to mark the 69th anniversary of the sinking 
of the Montevideo Maru. 
There will be a reunion lunch at the National 
Press Club on Saturday 2 July and an ecumenical 
memorial service in the RMC Chapel at Duntroon 
on Sunday 3 July. 

People interested in attending should contact 
Andrea Williams at andrea.williams@bigpond.com 
or 0409 031 889 or 02 9449 4129. 

The Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society was established to 
ensure national recognition and commemoration of the 
tragedies that ensued after the Japanese invasion of the New 
Guinea Islands in early 1942, including Australia’s greatest 
maritime disaster, the sinking of the Montevideo Maru with 
the loss of more than 1,000 lives. 

The Society is registered in the Australian Capital Territory 
(No A04977). ABN 960 583 442 11

Ask your RSL to join the Society 
Society Member Es Davis has come up with a 
good suggestion for fund-raising that all 
members can engage in. 

Es mentioned that the Cowra RSL might be 
interested in making a donation to our fund to 
construct a memorial to the service personnel and 
citizens who died as a result of the Japanese 
invasion of the New Guinea Islands and the 
sinking of the Montevideo Maru in 1942. 

If an RSL donates $500 or more to the memorial 
fund, we can enroll it as a Life Member of the 
Society; which, in addition to making a fine 
contribution to our work, will entitle the RSL to 
receive DVDs, newsletters and other information, 
which their members may be interested in. 

In many cases, local RSL clubs may have a direct 
connection with the tragedy.  

In the case of Cowra, for example, Bernard Slaven 
was a member of the 1st Independent Company 
that suffered heavy casualties as a result of the 
invasion, including the loss of many men. 

Bernard was on the Montevideo Maru. 

You can mention to your RSL President that our 
Society has received in-principle approval from 
the Australian War Memorial and is now raising 
funds for the construction of a memorial. 

HOW TO JOIN THE SOCIETY 
Ordinary membership - $50 

Gold membership - $100 
Life membership - $500 

Internet. Transfer the appropriate funds to the 
Society’s bank account BSB 082-401 Account No 
16-083-2367. Notify us of the deposit in an email 

to tharyjanto@jacksonwells.com.au 

By mail. Cheques to the Rabaul & Montevideo 
Maru Society at PO Box 1743, Neutral Bay NSW 

2089 

All funds are devoted to constructing a 
memorial at the Australian War Memorial. 
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‘ 
Warmed by the embrace of the dear lost of the Montevideo Maru - Kim Beazley 

Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society 
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Overlooked & on the move: escape from Rabaul 
BY DON HOOK 
LATE IN 1941, before the Japanese invasion, 
Mick Morell [right] and my father, Wally Hook, 
became mates as patients while in a military 
hospital at Rabaul. 

Both were corporals in the 1st Independent 
Company, a commando unit with headquarters at 
Kavieng on New Ireland and with sections 
scattered from Manus Island through Bougainville 
and the Solomon Islands to Port Vila and Noumea. 
But that was about all they had in common.  

Mick, who’d just turned 21, was an office worker 
in Sydney before joining the AIF. His parents were 
sheep farmers and Mick had a good education. He 
was single, although he did have a girl friend back 
home.  

On the other hand, Wally Hook, 40, was a 
widower with three sons aged six, fourteen and 
sixteen. He was a knockabout bloke who’d 
jumped the rattler to cut cane in North 
Queensland, worked on properties in the Riverina, 
was a paid lifesaver at Sydney’s Coogee Beach, a 
labourer on relief projects during the great 
depression, and a park ranger when he enlisted in 
1940.  

Early in January 1942 - after several weeks in 
hospital - both men were declared fit for light 
duty, but there was no way they could get back 
to their unit or to Australia, so they attached 
themselves to the 2/10 Field Ambulance ‘Q’ 
Store. 

Some three months later, in a letter to his 
parents written aboard the Macdhui soon after 
escaping, Mick described the hours leading to the 
Japanese invasion. 

THE morning (of 22 January) was full of 
suspense but nothing else. I spent the time 
getting round the town with a truck 
commandeering things we were short of at the 
hospital. 

During the afternoon we received a lot of new 
beds and I was putting the mosquito nets on 
them when there was a terrific explosion. After 
a few minutes we got word on the phone that it 
was our own demolition. An ammo dump in 
fact, and that Rabaul had been evacuated.   
The powers that be had overlooked us. We 
were about half a mile out of town. Immediately 
(there) was a rush to evacuate the patients to 
Kokopo, about 40 miles away. 
After establishing a new hospital, the medical 
staff found there was a shortage of many things 
they needed. Mick and Wally agreed to return to  

 

Rabaul by ambulance to try to find some of the 
items. At the time it was not known whether the 
Japanese troops had landed.  

In fact, they found Rabaul deserted. They loaded 
what they could find and left. On the return trip, 
headlights from the ambulance quickly attracted 
attention from Japanese aircraft. 

They drove on without lights for several miles 
before leaving the road and dropping into a ditch 
about 3ft deep. The ambulance was towed the 
rest of the way to Kokopo, arriving late at night.  

The two men unloaded the vehicle and went to 
bed but woke a few hours later to the noise of 
heavy mortar and machine gun fire. They found 
people leaving or preparing to leave the hospital. 
They had no idea who had given the order to 
evacuate. They just followed those who were 
leaving. 

WE moved into the mountains late that 
afternoon and began a trip that lasted 11 
weeks. Going over the mountains was an 
ordeal. I wouldn’t like to face it again.  

We climbed to 7,000ft and then climbed again 
with practically nothing to eat. One meal a day. 
Perhaps a biscuit a man with a tin of herrings 
between eight of us. A drink of tea as a second 
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meal kept us going for the seven days it took 
us to reach the coast.  
At the coast they found an abandoned Chinese 
tradestore and helped themselves to food and 
other supplies. Their (2/10 Field Ambulance) 
colleagues, exhausted from the journey over the 
mountains, decided to put up a white flag and 
stay put. 

WALLY Hook and I didn’t agree with them so 
we filled our packs with tin stuff, took a duck, 
and moved on. There was never at any time any 
attempt at an organised retreat. It was just 
every man for himself and the only idea we had 
was to move as far down the coast as we 
could, how we could, and if possible get a boat 
or sailing canoe across to the (New Guinea) 
mainland.  
Weeks later they reached Drina Plantation where 
a large number of troops escaping from Rabaul 
were camped, waiting for Navy ships or flying 
boats to take them to safety. Instead of staying at 
the camp, the two commandos built a shelter 
about a mile inland near an airstrip and stayed 
there until they were evacuated on the Laurabada 
commanded by Ivan Champion.  

They reached Port Moresby in time to catch the 
Macdhui just before she left for Australia.  In the 
letter to his parents, Mick said he was having a 
great trip, and had just been served an ice cold 
beer by a ship’s steward.  

“FOR dinner tonight I had soup, fish, lamb 
brains, roast leg of lamb and all the vegetables, 
plum pudding and brandy sauce, coffee and 
finished off with a good apple. Can you imagine 
what that sort of food is like to us? 
On return to Australia, Mick was married in 
Sydney to his girlfriend June. Wally was at the 
wedding. Mick was promoted to sergeant and 
served as an infantry instructor. However, he 
constantly suffered from malaria and eventually 
was discharged as medically unfit.  

He had time recovering on his parents’ property 
and spent the rest of his working life in rural 
ventures including several years as a sugar cane 
grower in Queensland. Now approaching 90, Mick 
and his wife live in retirement in Bundaberg. 

Wally Hook also was promoted to sergeant and 
served on Army movement control in Sydney 
Harbour. He too constantly suffered from malaria 
and had long periods in hospital. On New Year’s 
Eve 1945 - still in uniform - he died after being 
injured in a vehicle accident. 

In Bundaberg earlier this year, I met Mick Morell 
for the first time. We’d spoken briefly by 
telephone some years ago and I’d met his son and 
grand daughter at the Canberra launch of the 
book We were the First – the history of the ill 
fated 1st Independent Company. 

I was taken aback for a few moments when Mick 
welcomed me to his home by saying he owed his 
life to me. He went on: “Your father was so 
determined to get back to Australia to see you 
that he kept me motivated. On occasions, I felt 
like surrendering, but Wally’s determination to 
see his youngest son kept driving me on.  

“At Tol Plantation … we’d reached there late in 
the day … I was exhausted and wanted to stop. 
Wally was not happy but eventually agreed to 
have a rest. But at four o’clock in the morning he 
woke me and said we must leave immediately.   

“We later learned that the Japanese arrived at 
the plantation about two hours after we left.”  

Photos: Top - Mick Morell, who will turn 90 on 30 
December. Left - A note written by Wally Hook 
on 12 July 1941 and thrown from a troop train 
approaching Sydney, where the 1st Independent 
Company embarked for New Ireland. 

“I'm not sure how the note reached us,” Don 
Hook writes, “but the practice of throwing 
messages out of troops trains was common...and 
pretty successful.” 

Don, now 75, was the youngest of Wally Hook’s 
three sons. Their mother had died in 1938. Don 
spent more than ten years as an ABC 
correspondent in PNG in the 1960s and 1970s. 
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A nurse’s letter 
BY ROD MILLER 
FOLLOWING THE brutal execution of 150 Australian servicemen at Tol Plantation in February 1942, 
our perception of the Japanese in Rabaul at that time is one of brutality and great tragedy. 

However, there is evidence to suggest that after the Japanese administration was established, life 
became a little easier for POWs and internees in the vicinity of Simpson Harbour. Bishop Leo 
Scharmach, in his book This Crowd Beats Us All, complained that: 

There were many German Nationals among the missionaries, but under penalty of death they 
were not allowed one step outside the house. At the same time, the civilian refugees, nearly 
all Australians, were allowed to play football in the open! 

Captured whilst attempting to escape in April 1942, Major Leslie Lannan was taken via Vunapope 
mission to the main POW camp in Rabaul. Amongst his memorabilia from that time there is an unusual 
souvenir: a hand-written letter from a Japanese nurse, who wishes him a speedy recovery and promises 
extra food if possible. 

The letter is signed “N Yanagihara” and Leslie has pencilled an explanatory note down the left hand 
margin….. 
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Leslie’s margin-note reads: “Letter from a Kanaka at the hospital in Rabaul after Japs arrived.” 

Since it is signed N Yanagihara, I suggested that Les had actually meant something quite different. In 
her diary, Australian government nurse Grace Kruger noted that, prior to the invasion, she had been 
told that the Japanese word for nurse was Kangofu, so I surmised that this letter was from a Japanese 
nurse. 

Within the Australian War Memorial there are a number of photographs of Japanese nurses in Rabaul. 
They were kindly donated by Mrs Shizu Ueki who had worked in Namanula hospital, which had been 
commandeered by the Japanese Navy medical unit after the invasion.   

Unfortunately, my inquires to find information about Nurse Yanagihara were unsuccessful, as there 
were many Japanese nurses in Rabaul at that time, including nurses from the Japanese Red Cross. 

Due to the post-war revelations of Japanese atrocities towards Australian POWs, we never imagine the 
Japanese military giving civilised treatment to their wartime prisoners. Interestingly, amongst the diary 
entries of the nurses and officers taken to Japan, there is evidence that the prisoners in Rabaul were at 
first treated reasonably well. 

This unusual treatment was also extended to the officers and nurses when they first arrived in Japan. 
The nurses were passed through courteous formal Customs procedures when they arrived in Yokohama 
and then settled in a harbourside hotel along with some other American civilians scheduled for 
repatriation.  

However, their conditions of imprisonment and rations deteriorated seriously as the war dragged on. 

So, why had Leslie Lannan required medical treatment whilst a POW in Rabaul? I spoke with Lex Frazer, 
a former officer of the 1st Independent Company and, to my surprise, he knew of this incident. 

He explained that Leslie had been delirious with blackwater fever and had inadvertently walked off 
one of the high verandas (typical of the houses in tropical areas such as Rabaul). Leslie was concussed 
and delirious and the Japanese took him straight to the hospital for treatment.  

This was not the only time treatment was given to the prisoners in Rabaul. There is also a statement 
that one prisoner, who had acute appendicitis was operated on by a Japanese doctor while Australian 
administration doctors Hoskins and Cooper looked on. Unfortunately the patient didn’t survive the 
operation. 

________________________________ 

PUBLIC LECTURE ON MONTEVIDEO MARU 
Author Rod Miller will be giving Military History Society of NSW Brigadier EJH Howard CBE 
Commemorative Lecture on the Montevideo Maru on Wednesday 17 November where he will reveal the 
latest results of his continuing research. Check http://www.3squadron.org.au/MvM.htm for further 
information. 

________________________________ 

REGISTER YOUR MEMORABILIA 
Register your New Guinea Islands, Rabaul and Montevideo Maru memorabilia with Lindsay Cox at The 
Salvation Army Heritage Centre in Melbourne. Contact lindsay.cox@salvationarmy.org or write to PO 
Box 18137, Collins Street East, Melbourne VIC 8000. 

________________________________ 

Memorial Fund stands at $138,000 
There’s still a long way to go but we’ve made an inroad into the $400,000 or so required to 
establish a memorial at the Australian War Memorial. 
A push for corporate sponsorship is now beginning and members who have any connections in the 
business world that may lead to discussions about the benefits package available to sponsors should 
contact Phil Ainsworth at p.ainsworth@kingco.com.au or on 0418 730 348 or 07 3844 3222. 

A sponsorship leaflet will soon be able containing full details of how to sponsor the Memorial Fund and 
the benefits involved. Notify Phil know if you can use this leaflet in your activities on behalf of the 
Society. 

http://www.3squadron.org.au/MvM.htm
mailto:lindsay.cox@salvationarmy.org
mailto:p.ainsworth@kingco.com.au
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A grim reminder of  the horrors of  Rabaul’s war 
BY MAXWELL HAYES 
SHORTLY AFTER arriving in Rabaul in 1959, I was 
given a course in firing a .303 bren gun and other 
weapons.  

We had two bren guns in the police armoury, along 
with several Owen guns and about 200 .303 
standard Lee Enfield service rifles.  

At that time rifles were on individual issue to 
native police, who took their guns with them when 
proceeding on home leave.  

The native police barracks was located a short 
distance south of Namanula Hill Road in the area 
known as Matupi Farm.  

At the rear of the barracks was a weapons range and it was there I noticed the skeletal remains of twin 
gallows: one a wooden structure and the other of wood and steel.  

During the 1942-45 war, when Japanese forces captured the New Guinea Islands and much of the 
mainland, innumerable war crimes were committed against servicemen and civilians.  

After the war, the Australian War Crimes Commission sat at Rabaul from December 1945 to August 1947 
and on Manus from June 1950 to April 1951 and there were two trials at Wewak in late 1945.  

In all, 503 Japanese were tried and 92 were convicted, sentenced to death and, after appeals, 
executed. 

With the war crimes trials impending in Rabaul, two gallows were erected by an Australian Army 
construction unit, probably on the site of the pre-war native police barracks and gallows which had 
been destroyed during the war.  

There were two means of execution: shooting, which was regarded as being an ‘honourable’ death; and 
hanging, a ‘dishonourable’ death reserved for the very worst the crimes. Many high ranking Japanese 
officers came into this latter category.  

Most executions were carried out by hanging. For these executions, several experienced pre-war New 
Guinea police officers and a civilian either volunteered or were required to hang those condemned. 

The first execution by hanging was on 20 March 1946 when a warrant officer of the infamous Kempei 
Tai was executed. In total, 84 men were hanged on the Rabaul gallows and five in Manus. 

On one occasion, as a Japanese about to be hanged, on being asked if he had anything to say, he 
screamed “Banzai” in an apparent attempt to cause a large number of assembled captive Japanese 
witnesses to riot. His words were quickly cut short.  

It seems likely that the last time one of the gallows was 
used was for the execution of a native policeman in 
Rabaul in April 1947 for the bayonet murder of a local 
woman. There were two subsequent executions by 
hanging in Lae at the police barracks in December 1954 
and November 1957, the last in PNG. 

Over the years the corrugated galvanized iron that 
shielded the gallows was pillaged by nearby shanty town 
dwellers.  

The end of the gallows came in April 1960, when 
Malaguna Technical College principal George Harrington 
required building materials for his school and removed 
what remained of these structures.  

Photos: Top – Rabaul gallows 1946 (Joseph Backhouse). Lower – Rabaul gallows 1960 (Maxwell Hayes) 
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An inadequate force: Part 2 – The strategy unravels 
BY REV NEVILLE THRELFALL 
Last month, in ‘Part 1 – The Rabaul Strategy’, Neville Threlfall wrote how the Menzies Government 
did not intend Lark Force to defend Rabaul against invasion. It was there mainly to provide protection 
for the RAAF. 

During 1941 the Japanese had moved armed forces into French Indo-China, threatening Malaya, 
the Philippines and the Dutch East Indies. 

It seemed like good sense to develop United States and Australian defence cooperation in the South 
Pacific and the US service chiefs looked at Rabaul’s superb harbour as a good location for a naval base.  

Agreement was reached for the US to supply the necessary equipment, and Australia agreed to upgrade 
Vunakanau airfield to take US heavy bombers on their way to and from the Philippines.  

A team of US officers visited Rabaul in November 1941, and an element of farce entered into their 
discussions with the head of Lark Force when a heavily sealed envelope, just delivered by air, was 
brought to him.  

Apologising for the interruption, he broke it open, paused, then read the contents aloud: “Upon receipt 
of this you will proceed with the construction of six pan latrines according to the enclosed 
specifications.” 

By this time, Lark Force had a new Commanding Officer, Colonel JJ Scanlan, a veteran of the trench 
warfare of World War I. His plan for defence was to hold fixed positions at the likely landing beaches.  

When it was suggested that supplies should be placed inland to provide for a fighting withdrawal and 
bush warfare, he condemned it as a defeatist suggestion, and boasted that “Rabaul will be defended to 
the last man. There will be no surrender.”  

There was no attempt to give the soldiers any knowledge of conditions inland or of bushcraft, nor of 
relations with the New Guinean people. Nor was there any discussion with Administration officials of 
preparations for evacuation or of demolition of vital supplies and installations. The civil authorities 
found this very frustrating. 

John Curtin became Prime Minister of Australia on 7 October 1941, inheriting domestic problems and 
the responsibility for widespread Australian forces in the Middle East, Malaya and the Pacific Islands.  

The promise of a US naval base at Rabaul may have seemed an assurance of that area’s safety. But 
there was no mention of US ground troops being stationed there. By the first week in December 
Scanlan had taken a more realistic view of the situation. RAAF planes had come at last: four Hudson 
bombers, later to be joined by ten Wirraways - armed reconnaissance planes which would be no match 
for modern fighters.  

At last Lark Force had an active air base to defend. But Scanlan wrote a review claiming that for 
adequate defence against an attack on the scale that could be expected, at least 4,000 infantry would 
be needed, together with trucks to rush them to threatened points; plus field artillery, anti-tank guns, 
three more coastal batteries and twenty armoured cars.  

He dated this review 5 December 1941 and dispatched it to higher authorities; but on that date a 
Japanese carrier-based strike force was already moving towards the Hawaiian Islands. 

The successful Japanese attacks on Pearl Harbour and on the Philippines put an abrupt end to US plans 
to use Rabaul as a naval base or as a staging point for their aircraft. The Australian War Cabinet was 
left alone to face a hard decision.  

It lacked the troops and weaponry to reinforce Rabaul as Scanlan declared necessary. To withdraw Lark 
Force and the RAAF planes would make a present to the Japanese of a valuable site for military 
purposes, and would be bad for morale in Australia and for the Dutch ally in the East Indies. 

The choice was made: to leave what was plainly an inadequate force in place, so that if the Japanese 
wanted Rabaul they would have to fight for it. 

Although Curtin is usually held responsible for this decision, it was made on the advice of the Chiefs of 
Staff of Australia’s armed services, and they too must take their share of the responsibility. And they 



 8 

were responsible for the inadequate equipment of Lark Force, and the failure to respond to the appeals 
of Carr and Scanlan. 

Hasty arrangements were made to evacuate women and children of European race, by sea and later by 
air. Apart from a few invalids, civilian men were not considered; and Rabaul’s Asian population was 
left to its own devices. (Ironically, the only Asians sent to safety in Australia were Japanese internees.) 

Prior to 8 December 1941, the reconnaissance patrols of the Catalinas and the Hudsons had only gone 
as far as the Equator, the boundary of the Mandated Territory with Japan’s Micronesian possessions.  

But with the outbreak of war with Japan, patrols were extended further, to Kapingamarangi Atoll, over 
800 kilometres north of Rabaul, and even further to the major Japanese base of Truk in the Caroline 
Islands. Installations and supply dumps observed at Kapingamarangi were obviously for war purposes, 
and the Hudsons bombed them regularly from 15 December onwards.  

Truk was too far for the Hudsons to travel with a bomb load, but one raid was launched by Catalinas. A 
heavy storm prevented all but one of the planes reaching Truk, but it dropped its bombs there. These 
raids stung the Japanese into retaliatory air raids on Rabaul from 4 January 1942 onwards, and may 
have accelerated the timing of their invasion of New Ireland and New Britain 

So, neither reinforced nor withdrawn, an inadequate Lark Force awaited the inevitable onslaught.  

________________________________ 

A literary dinner to support the memorial fund 
Tuesday 9 November - Kirribilli Club, Sydney – 6.30 pm 

Set in Bougainville and the Solomon’s, Patrick Lindsay’s The Coast Watchers explores the heroic exploits 
of the tiny band that stayed behind in the Pacific Islands after the Japanese occupation in World War II. 

Living on the edge 24 hours a day, always on the alert for Japanese patrols or changes in villagers’ 
attitudes, these extraordinary heroes of the Pacific War risked their lives when the Japanese had total 
control of the region and discovery meant certain death. 

From their jungle hideouts they gave early warnings of Japanese air strikes, reported on the movement of 
ships and troops and personally saved hundreds of lost soldiers, shipwrecked sailors and downed 
airmen. 

At a function managed by the PNG Association of Australia, Patrick Lindsay will talk of these exploits and 
why he wrote this new book. Patrick is one of Australia’s leading non-fiction authors and public speakers. 
After a long career as a journalist Patrick Lindsay is a best-selling author and sought-after public speaker.  

Venue: Kirribilli Club, 11 Harbourview Crescent, Lavender Bay, Sydney 
Time: 6.30–10.30pm  
Cost: $70 [two course dinner including arrival beverages] 

RSVP by 1 November to: 

Andrea Williams   9449 4129   0409 031 889 editor@pngaa.net 
Juli Allcorn    0405 625 912    j_allcorn@hotmail.com 

The Coast Watchers, by Patrick Lindsay. 416 pp. William Heinemann Australia. $34.95 

________________________________ 

Society membership reaches 279 
AFTER A BIG surge in August, the Society added a more modest 30 members in September to 
bring the total of subscribed members to 279. 
All members should by now have received an introductory membership pack including Regret & 
Resolution, a commemorative booklet produced to mark the historic Parliamentary events of 21 June. 

Members can also order DVDs of the event for $20 (half price, including post and packing) from Teddy 
Haryjanto at tharyjanto@jacksonwells.com.au or write to him at PO Box 1743, Neutral Bay NSW 2089. 
Payment information is on the first page of the newsletter. 

A full membership list is at the back of the newsletter. 

mailto:editor@pngaa.net
mailto:j_allcorn@hotmail.com
mailto:tharyjanto@jacksonwells.com.au
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FEEDBACK 
DOROTHY COLLINGS 
Garran, ACT 

I received your letter advising that I have been made a Gold Member of the Society. Thank you very 
much. I feel quite chuffed. Enclosed is my usual monthly donation. 

ELIZABETH FLETCHER 
Dee Why NSW 

I wish to join the Society as my brother, Gunner John William O’Shea (known as Jack) lost his life on 
the Montevideo Maru. He sent a letter to my mother dated 11 January 1942 stating: 

“I believe our unit is the first to ever go into action against the enemy in the Australian territory and 
also the youngest, so perhaps we will go down in history. 

“We are thinking of putting our names on the first shell case we fired and sending it to the War 
Museum in Canberra. Our OC is in favour of it, so we will probably do it.” 

ALBERT DREW 
Kingston TAS 

Please find my membership of the Society. My brother, Ken, was a member of the 2/22nd Battalion 
Band. 

JUDY IRELAND 
Walcha NSW 

Following the death of my mother, I have decided to donate some money in her memory to the fund to 
construct the memorial to the lost lives of the Montevideo Maru. My mother adored her elder brother 
Keith Morden (Jim) and was so happy that I was going to Canberra on her behalf. 

Unfortunately she never got to hear what had happened in Canberra as she took ill a day or so after we 
were there and died on the Friday. In all the obituaries that have been published, we have made 
mention of the fact that Mum lost her brother when the Montevideo Maru was sun, with the loss of all 
lives on board. 

Everything in Canberra was so well organised and I wanted to commend you and everyone who had any 
part in the organisation. We certainly look forward to 2012 and the dedication of the memorial. 

GRAEME SIMPSON 
Melbourne VIC 

My connection with the Montevideo Maru is through my uncle, mum’s brother, Private Aenger Vincent 
Mathieson, VX430060. I never knew him as I was born in 1949 but heard about him from my mother. My 
aunt, mum’s sister Anne Yeowart, is also a member of the Society. 

W A APPLEBY 
Zillmere QLD 

I received my copy of the Queensland RSL News yesterday and was very pleased indeed to find the 
article referring to the history of Lark Force. Of course the article refers basically to the matter of the 
Montevideo Maru but I am very regretful and disappointed that the whole history of what happened in 
Rabaul in January 1942 has, for the last 68 years, been swept under the mat. 

I realise of course that the majority of the population was not alive in 1942, but the number of 
casualties and the absolute brutality of the Japanese at places like Tol should never be forgotten. I was 
in Rabaul in 1942 as a member of Fortress Signals under Captain Denny and was very lucky to escape 
the Tol massacre – but of course that’s ancient history now. 

As you may imagine, I will by 90 years old in four months time so you may understand why my writing is 
not too brilliant. As you may guess I did not know your Society existed and, as your President said, 
national recognition has been a very long time coming. Please find my contribution to your very 
welcome project. 
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LINDSAY COX 
The Salvation Army, Melbourne VIC 

Lindsay Fox, eh? [Memorial News 18] I wonder if I can claim all that money and all those trucks? Still, 
by having Lindsay Fox as head of The Salvation Army's Heritage Centre we may get a larger footprint in 
the community. However, another great newsletter, Keith.  

MAX HAYES 
Box Hill South VIC 

Many society members will not have seen the Montevideo Maru Memorial 
at the Ballarat Botanical Gardens, Victoria. This was commissioned on 
Saturday 7 February 2004 and is in very close proximity to the 130 metre 
long Australian Ex-Prisoners of War Memorial black granite wall 
commissioned the previous day. This wall contains the etched names of 
more then 35,000 former Australian POWs between the Boer War and the 
Korean War. 

On the Saturday, a large crowd accompanied by civic leaders, politicians 
and the Salvation Army Band, gathered to witness the unveiling of this 
memorial also of black granite, the funding for which is believed to have 
been provided by an anonymous benefactor from Canberra. 

Some time later it was observed that several units which were in Rabaul on 
the fall had not been mentioned when etched on the memorial face. 
Subsequently an additional black granite face approximately 50mm in 
thickness was added. This incorporated 1st Independent Company, 
Fortress Artillery, Engineers, Signal units, No 19 Special Dental Unit, 
Ordnance Corps, Supply Columns, Canteen Services HQ NG, and the 
Royal Australian Navy, all previously omitted. 

 

ANDREA WILLIAMS 
St Ives NSW 

I visited the AWM and saw the new 
WWII display – delighted to see that it 
includes a Montevideo Maru tribute! It 
is in a corner with a glass cabinet on 
the left and an audio visual display to 
the right. 

The glass cabinet includes a photo and 
short piece on the MvM; a jumper 
knitted by Sr Callaghan, one of the 
women sent as POW to Japan; a slouch 
hat and a copy of Gordon Thomas’ roll 
of the 158 civilians seen in the POW 
camp in May 1942. 

Beside the glass cabinet is an audio 
visual about the Tol Massacre, a 
photograph of the Salvation Army Band, 
a piece about the invasion of Rabaul 
and a map showing Australian escape 
routes and Japanese landing points on New Britain. 

Elsewhere there is information about Japanese war crimes trials; Coastwatchers (including M and Z 
Special Forces) and POWs. 

There is a wonderful display for HMAS Sydney which includes a 10 minute video display standing 
alongside the raft rescued from the Sydney and a model of the ship. The video uses photos and 
animated diagrams from the Commission of Enquiry. These are placed over rolling waves and the sound 
of lapping water so the visual effect is quite impressive. 
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GRACE LOVELL 
Mt Pleasant WA 

I have located a small black and white photo taken in Rabaul by Frank Vale. It is a good photo and may 
be of interest to some of your readers. On the back, in Frank’s handwriting, are the words ‘Matupit in 
action’ and the date 4 August 1941. If it would be of interest please drop me a line and tell me how to 
present it. Frank would have done it ‘under the lap’ as the lads were not supposed to take photos. I 
don’t want to part with the original but if you would like a copy I’d be happy to arrange it. Best of luck 
in all your future endeavours. 

We shall publish Frank Vale’s 1941 photo of Matupit in a future issu 

EVELINE STIRK 
Grovedale VIC 

My husband was Corporal Cliff McNiece of the No 1 Independent Company. My son was born just three 
weeks after his father left Australia so I would like to join the Society in his name, Clifford McNiece 

We have registered both Eveline and Clifford as members of the Society 

BETTY WALTER 
Port Pirie SA 

I recently heard you on Macca’s Sunday morning radio show talking about the POW ship Montevideo 
Maru which was torpedoed in July 1942. My second cousin was one of the prisoners who died; he was 
my mother’s first cousin. His mother and my grandmother were sisters. I approached our local RSL for 
some details of the tragedy but they could not help me. 

Then earlier this year there was a documentary on Pay TV and I saw it and was able to tape it. I am 
hoping you can include the name of Corporal Richard Matthew Core, SX38279, on your list of victims. I 
understand you held some kind of memorial service around the time I heard the radio program. 
Richard’s dear mother died without knowing what had happened to her only child. 

Corporal Core is on Winterbotham’s list of the men presumed to have died on the Montevideo Maru. 
He is registered as: SX38279 (SP6546) Cpl CORE, Richard Matthew; Aged 22; Rabaul Fortress Engineers 

ES DAVIS 
Cowra NSW 

Thank you very much for the newsletters – such great reading. Bernard Slaven, NX54368, was my 
mother’s cousin and a great favourite relative to my siblings and self. His only living sibling lives here 
in Cowra and is aged 92. It is wonderful to hear of all your work and I will be contacting relatives in the 
hope they will join or donate to the cause. Thanking you all for all your hard work. 

MARG CURTIS 
Mt Martha VIC 

Sunday September 26 was a special day to 
remember the 2/22nd (Lark Force) and 2/21st (Gull 
Force) Battalions’ march through Benalla 70 years 
ago en route from Trawool to Bonegilla. It was 
arranged by the Member for Benalla, Bill Sykes MP, 
The Battalions marched a few days apart and 
stayed the night at the local showground. 

The 2/22nd Battalion had three veterans attend – 
Fred Kollmorgen, Sam Blaby and Norm Furness, who 
laid a wreath on behalf of the 2/22nd. Over 300 
people were present and, after a Remembrance 
Service in the Gardens, afternoon tea was served in 
the Drill Hall by the Local Red Cross ladies. Lindsay 
Cox had a great memorabilia display in the Drill 
Hall and it attracted much attention. 

Photo: Norm Furness, Bill Sykes MP and Lindsay Cox in front of the display 
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MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY 
LIFE MEMBERS 
2/22nd (Lark Force) Association 

Ainsworth, Phil 

Angel, Barry 

Angel, Judith 

Beadle, Doreen 

Beadle, Frank 

Bell, John 

Bell, Carol 

Cooper, Jude 

Cooper, Nigel 

Cooper, Ted 

Cooper, Stan 

Curtis, Marg 

Dale, Mark 

Doughty, Ralph 

Doyle, Dennis 

Drew, Josie 

Drew, Dr Les 

Edwards, Dr Bob 

Elvy, Bob 

Field, Tony 

Fraser OAM, Lex 

Furness, Norm 

Green, Denis 

Green, Stephanie 

Gullidge, Judith 

Hayes, Barb 

Hayes, Ken 

Jackson AM, Keith 

Jackson, Ingrid 

Jenkins, Margaret 

Lloyd, James 

Matthews, Bryan 

May, Marian 

May, Mary 

McNab, Sandy 

Miles, Greg 

Miles, Julie (Peel) 

Muller, Betty 

Muller, Peter 

Nagasawa, Nori 

NGVR & PNGVR Ex-Members 
Association 

Nottage Moulds, Helen 

Richardson, Pete 

Sadler, Barbara 

Salvation Army, The 

Shands, Barbara 

Shands, Bruce 

Smith, Richard 

Smith, Tony 

Speer MBE, Albert 

Steinfurth OAM, Jan 

Steinfurth, Janice 

Stephan, Vonni 

Stirk, Eveline 

Street, Helen-Mary 

Street, Philip (Hooky) 

Symons, Mary 

Trigg, Dorothy 

Trigg, Ted 

Turner JP, Warren 

Warren, Roslyn 

Williams, Andrea 

Williams, Hilary 

Williams, Laurie 

Worthy, Carole 

GOLD MEMBERS 
Albert, Elizabeth 

Albert, Kirsty 

Appleby DM 

Appleby WA 

Booth, Nick 

Booth, Tony 

Bunyan, Rev Dr John 

Burns, Jack [deceased] 

Clarke, Maxwell 

Collings, Dorothy 

Cooper, Andrew 

Cooper, Elizabeth 

Cooper, Rod 

Coote, Peter 

Coote, Rob 

Davis, Judi 

Devereux, Mary 

Dennis, Peter 

Flores, Bess 

Gleeson-White, Judith 

Gustafsson, Håkan 

Hayes, Ron 

Henderson, Max 

Henderson, Margaret 

Henderson, Scott 

Hockey, Graeme 

Hockey, Philippa 

Hoerler, Karl 

Hood, Lesley 

Hook, Don 

Inwood, Elaine 

Jackson, Peter 

Johnston, Lorna 

Johnston, Ray 

Larner MBE, Muriel 

Lovell, Grace 

Macleod, George 

Mansley, John 

Mansley, Marion 

Martell, Diana 

McCann, Nola 

McEwen, Senator Anne 

McGuinness, Pete 

Mills, Bruce 

Moore, John 

Morell, Mick 
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Muller, Mary 

Muller, Neil 

Nelson, Emer Prof Hank 

Nisbet, Ailsa 

Pascoe, Sue 

Ranken, Jack 

Schindler, John 

Selby, Barbara 

Selby, Benn 

Smith, Douglas 

Smith, Phyllis 

Stolz, Coral  

Thurston, Elizabeth 

Tucker, Ross 

Vail, Sue 

Vail, Lt Col Todd 

Veale, Lionel 

Weaver, Patsy 

West OAM, Harry 

Wheeler, Pam 

Williams, Bob 

Wythe, Alan 

ORDINARY MEMBERS 
Aisbett, Norman 

Arnott, Christine 

Aumann, Doug 

Aumann, Gwen 

Baggie, Annette 

Baldwin, Gregory 

Baldwin, Valda 

Barnard, Rodney  

Bartlett, Ann 

Bell, Alan 

Bladwell, Joan 

Bladwell, Murray 

Bourke, Patrick 

Boutell, Helen 

Bussell, Sue 

Cassidy, Jeanette 

Clark, Jim 

Clarke, Shelley 

Coomber, Darrell 

Coomber, Deanna 

Cox, Lindsay 

Daniels, Frank  

Dash, Jaymz 

Davis, Es 

Diercke, Kurt 

Donnison, Phil 

Drew, Albert 

Ellis, John 

Erler, Kerri 

Finger, Raymond 

Fittler, Patricia 

Fletcher, Elizabeth 

Freind, John  

Gambrill, Jan 

Gambrill, Tim 

Ganly, Maria 

Ganly, Tony 

Gill, Alan 

Godfrey, Alan 

Hall, Leah 

Hall, Ross 

Hamilton, Iane  

Harrison, Jeremy 

Haryjanto, Teddy 

Hayes, Max 

Henry, Col 

Hosking, Rev Doug 

Hosking, Jennie 

Huggett, Elizabeth 

Hurst, Brian 

Hurst, Pam 

Ishizuka, Yohko 

Irani, Dr Cyrus 

Irani, Helen 

Ireland, Judy 

King, Marion 

Knapp, Jocelyn  

Knowles, Barbara 

Knowles, Gordon 

Komiya, Mayumi 

Lawrence, Bob 

Leo, Paul Yuck 

Linggood, Bill 

Linggood, Carolyn 

Loveday, David 

Loveday, Jan 

MacGowan, Doreen 

Macleod, Colin 

Main, Gordon  

Mansley, Mary 

Mason, Winsome  

McCallum, Megan 

McClimont, Graeme  

McDonald, David 

McDonald, Michael 

McGeachie, Kay 

McGeachie, Robert 

McMillan, Karen 

McPhee, Don 

Merrett, Kelvin  

Miles, Morrie 

Miles, Valerie 

Miwa, Yuji 

Mishura, Paul 

Miyake, Noriko 

Newman, Eric 

Newman, Lois 

Nicholls, Alan 

Nicholls, Cath 

Nikakis, Gillian 

Ning, Paul 

Nishisato, Fuyuko 

Noble, Jim 

Oakes, George 

Oakes, Edna 

O’Connor, Norma 

Page, Roma 
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Parsons, Arthur 

Parsons, Lynne 

Paterson, Jill 

Paterson, William 

Pattison, Ann 

Pearce, Colin 

Pearce, Helen 

Pearce, Tim 

Petri, John 

Petri, Pat 

Plummer, Norman 

Poircuitte, Patricia 

Presland, Patricia 

Pritchard, Betty 

Pritchard, Peter 

Richardson, Julia 

Rigley, Graeme  

Robb, Jeanette 

Robinson, Judy 

Rogers, Belinda 

Rosenberg, Alison 

Rowe, Dennis  

Sakaguchi, Harumi 

Sasamoto, Taeko 

Sayers, Ian 

Shands, Catherine 

Sibraa AO, Hon Kerry 

Simpson, Graeme 

Sisson, Helen 

Spilsted, Bob 

Stamps, Joan 

Stewart, Douglas 

Stransky, Peggy 

Sullivan, Jude 

Sullivan, Michael 

Tamura, Yoshiko 

Tangye, Joanne 

Threlfall, Rev Neville 

Tobin, Mike 

Trudgeon, Elizabeth 

von Maier, Robert 

Wade, Nancy 

Wakelin, Hilda 

Walker, Peter 

Walker, Robert 

Walter, John 

Wilson, Doreen 

Yeowart, Anne 

 

 

The Society thanks each of these members for their continuing commitment to remembering the 
lives of the service people and civilians in the New Guinea Islands who died in World War II 

 

If your name is not listed here and it should be, contact Teddy Haryjanto at tharyjanto@jacksonwells.com.au 

________________________________ 

Coming events of  relevance to the Society 
PNG MISSIONARIES REUNION, SYDNEY - SATURDAY 16 OCTOBER 
A reunion for all PNG missionaries who worked with United, LMS, Anglican, Presbertrian, and 
Congregational. It will be held at 10 am at Malvern Hill Hall, Murray Street, Croydon. Guest speakers 
will be Joy Balaz and Jeff Kite. Lunch is BYO but there will be plenty of liquid available. Liz Corner 
cornerg@hotmail.com 

LITERARY DINNER WITH PATRICK LINDSAY, SYDNEY - TUESDAY 9 NOVEMBER 
See item on page 9 

REMEMBRANCE DAY BREAKFAST, BRISBANE – THURSDAY 11 NOVEMBER 
Tattersalls Club, Brisbane, 7 am - 8.30 am 

$40 per person. Tables of 8 also available 

RSVP: 27 October.   E: editor@pngaa.net   T: 0409 031 889 

REMEMBRANCE DAY LUNCH, BRISBANE – THURSDAY 11 NOVEMBER 
The Ship Inn, Brisbane, 12 noon [Corner Stanley & Sidon Streets, Southbank Parklands, Brisbane] 

$45 per person. Group tables available. Drinks from a cash bar 

RSVP: 27 October.   E: editor@pngaa.net    T: 0409 031 889 

PUBLIC LECTURE ON MONTEVIDEO MARU, SYDNEY – WEDNESDAY 17 NOVEMBER 
See item on page 6 

Rabaul  and Montev ideo Maru Soc iety,  PO Box 1743,  Neutra l Bay  NSW 2090 , Austral ia  
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